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8. John i. 40, 41, 42. 

^* One of tlie two which heard John speak, and followed him, was 
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first findeth his own brother 
Simon, and saith unto him, we have fonnd the Messias, which is, 
being interpreted, the Clttisi And he brought him to Jesus.** 

Among those who were attracted by the preach- 
ing of S. John the Baptist, was one Andrew, a 
fisherman, of Bethsaida, on the lake of Galilee. 
From him Andrew learned that he had a sonl 
to be saved ; from him he learned that repent- 
ance and confession of sin were the first steps in 
the way of salvation ; and by him he was led to 
look for one mightier than he, Who should take 
away the sin of the world. 

Standing one day with the Baptist and another, 
they saw Jesus passing by, and S. John at once 
pointed Him out to them as ^^ the Lamb of God." 
Andrew and the other at these words, followed 
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Jesus, and by His permission went home with 
Him and abode with Him that night. What 
passed we are not told; but Andrew saw and 
heard enough to convince him beyond all doubt 
that this was indeed the Christ, the prophesied 
Messiah, for the next day he sought out his 
brother Simon and told him the joyful news — 
" We have found the Messias," "and he brought 
him to Jesus." After a while Andrew and Simon 
seem to have returned to their trade, for we find 
them afterwards casting their nets into the Sea of 
Galilee, when Jesus passing by called them to 
follow Him, promising to make them fishers of 
men. They appear henceforth as His constant 
companions and were shortly after numbered 
amongst His chosen Apostles. S. Andrew is 
mentioned as introducing to our Lord the lad 
with whose little store of five barley loaves and 
two fishes our Lord fed the five thousand, and 
also as introducing to our Lord the Greeks who 
desired " to see Jesus." We hear little further 
of S. Andrew by name in the holy Scriptures ; but 
from early Christian writers we learn that after 
the descent of the Holy Ghost on the day of Pen • 
tecost he preached the Gospel in Scythia, and was 
at last crucified at PatraB in Achaia. His cross 
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is said to have been of the shape of the letter X, 
and it is recorded that when he saw it at a dis- 
tance, he cried out, " Hail precious cross, thou 
" hast been consecrated by the Body of my Lord, 
"and adorned with His limbs as with rich jewels, 
" I come to thee exulting and glad: receive me with 
"joy into thine arms, good cross, that hast re- 
"ceived beauty from my Lord's limbs : I have 
"ardently loved thee ; long have I. desired and 
"sought thee ; now thou art found by me and art 
" made ready for my longing soul : receive me into 
" thine arms, taking me from among men, and 
"present me to my Master; that He who redeemed 
" me on thee, may receive me by thee." When 
we consider what a fearful instrument of torture 
and death the cross was, and that death upon the 
cross was considered as shameful as death upon 
the gallows is with us, how great must have been 
the love and d jvotion to Jesus which could make 
S. Andrew even welcome such an end to his 
earthly course 1 

All the holy Apostles set us an example of un- 
hesitating obedience to the call of Jesus Christ, 
of self-demal,andwillingness to sacrifice all things, 
even life itself, for love of Him, We should learn 
of them to be poor in spirit, active in helping for- 
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ward all efforts to spread the knowledge of the 
Gospel, and to be martyrs, if not in deed, at least 
in will. Bat besides these, and other general 
lessons, which we should learn from them all in 
common, there is also some special teaching for us 
in what is recorded of the history and character 
of each of them individually. And the lesson 
which is most impressively taught us by the story 
of S. Andrew is this ; anxiety to bring others to 
Jesus, and especially our own kinsfolk and ac- 
quaintance. S. Andrew, having himself found 
Jesus, the Christ, hastens Jirst to bring to Him 
his own brother Simon. 

Oh, my brethren, if you have found Jesus for 
yourselves, have you not longed to bring your 
nearest and dearest ones to Him also ? If you 
have found the emptiness and worthlessness of 
all earthly pleasure or profit, and found in Jesus 
the satisfaction of all your soul's deep longings^ 
have you not been pained and grieved to see a 
brother or sister, a wife, husband,^ parent, or 
child, eagerly busied in the vain search after 
peace and contentment, but ignorant of the true 
source of all peace and happiness, a stranger to 
Jesus! Has not a terrible fear crossed your 
minds lest you and your loved ones, so dear to 
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each other now, should be separated, not merely 
for a time by death, but for eternity when the 
day comes for dividing the sheep and the goats ? 
Have you never sobbed out a prayer to God on 
your bended knees that if your family circle must 
be broken on earth, as you know it must, its 
scattered members may yet be gathered together 
again and united to the one great family of God in 
Heaven ? I cannot doubt that you have had 
8ome such feelings and longings of heart, if you 
have yourselves tasted and seen how gracious the 
Lord is. But have you done all you can to bring 
your dear ones to Jesus ? Have you prayed for 
those who are yet strangers to His love, not 
merely now and then, when your feelings hap- 
pened to be strongl/ moved by a sudden thought 
of their danger, but constantly as Monica prayed 
for her erring son, who after many years was 
given to her persevering prayers and became the 
great saint, Augustine? Have you added per- 
suasion to prayer ? S. Paul warned some " day 
"and night with tears," although they were not 
his relations and had no claim upon his affection, 
save that Christ had died for those precious souls 
which they exposed so recklessly to danger. I 
am afraid that some of us are too timid to use 
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persuasion and entreaty as we might and ought* 
It is not that we do not care for their souls, it is- 
not that we are selfishly contented with working 
out our own salvation ; but we want more courage 
to speak the word in season. We are afraid, 
perhaps, of failure, and of our efforts, if un- 
successful, producing a feeling of constraint 
and awkwardness between us. We put it off,, 
maybe, from time to time, hoping that a more 
convenient season, a more favourable opportu* 
nity, may arise. But if S. Andrew had acted 
thus, he might never have had the joy of 
bringing his brother to the Saviour. No, he- 
went straight to the point — went to find his- 
brother and make him shar^ in his happiness. 
My brethren, do let us consider if we cannot 
go and do likewise, if we cannot do more than 
we have ever yet attempted, to bring our dear 
ones to the knowledge and love of Jesus. Let 
us cast away all timidity, and without any delay 
seize the first opportunity, nay, rmike an oppor- 
tunity if none'seems to present itself, to make a 
downright, earnest effort, with prayer for God's 
blessing, to win some careless, erring relative to 
Christ. The matter is urgent beyond all power 
^f language to describe its urgenc^.^^ L^t us 
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plead with them not half-heartedly, but with 
all the force of loving persuasion ; let us beseech 
them to be reconciled to God, and that, not as 
those who feel sure of failure beforehand, but 
as those who are determined by God's help, to 
prevail, and not to give up until they prevail. 
The souls of all for whom Christ died, should be 
dear to us, but above all others, the souls of those 
who are bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh. 
And if anything more be needed to urge us to 
exertion, than the knowledge of their future 
danger and present loss, who know not Jesus as 
their Saviour and their Friend, be we sure of 
this, that if we are not winning or striving to 
win to Jesus those among whom we live, they 
are drawing us away from Him. If we are not 
raising them up to our level, they are, although 
we may scarcely perceive it, dragging us down 
to theirs^ It sounds all very well to say " I go 
my way and my friends go theirs." It cannot 
be so without an estrangement which is in itself 
a hindrance to our spiritual growth and peace of 
mind. Neither may we say like Cain, " Am I 
"my brother's keeper?" I am not responsible 
for others. We cannot be free from the guilt of 
our brother's blood, if we, knowing better, go on 
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our own way and leave him to perish unwarned. 
As an illustration of what has been' said, how 
often we find that people who are usually pretty 
regular Church-goers, when some friends come 
to visit them on a Sunday, instead of persuading 
their friends to come with them to the House 
of God, allow their friends to persuade tkem to 
stay away from Church, and even, sometimes, 
from Holy Communion ! They put Jesus away 
for the sake of their friends, instead of bring- 
ing them to Him, and actually prefer the society 
of their relatives to the worship of Jesus and 
communion with Himl And often people fall 
into this great sin, for a great sin it is thus to 
put the creature before the Creator, from nothing 
but timidity, want of courage to speak out 
plainly and kindly to their friends, to tell them 
that they are going to let nothing keep them 
from the worship of God, and to urge them to 
go with them 1 If ever you should be tempted 
to act thus, dear friends, think of the story of 
S. Andrew, and stand in fear for yourselves, 
lest if you let your friends keep you from the 
House where Jesus has promised to be with 
those gathered together in His Name, the end 
of it be, that earthly ties keep you out from 
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the happy family circle of the Saints of Jssus 
in Heaven. 

But remember this, that before S. Andrew 
went to seek his own brother Simon to bring 
him to Jesus, S. Andrew had himself ^^ foand 
Jssus." He had seen Him, believed in Him 
as ^Uhe Lamb of God which taketh away the 
"sin of the world," listened to the gracious 
words which proceeded from His mouth with an 
ardent desire to guide his life by that heavenly 
teaching, had become, in short, a true disciple of 
Jesus Christ. He had come to know Christ, not 
merely by hearsay : but by experience. So it 
must be with us, dear brethren ; if we would bring 
others to Jesus, we must ourselves have come to 
know Him by experience. We must have come 
to Him by the path of repentance and confession, 
weary and heavy laden with the burden of our 
sins, and found in Him, pardon and peace and 
rest. Then we can*go to others and tell them 
what we have found in Jesus. We shall be 
living witnesses to the joy and peace of believing 
in Him, not telling merely what we have heard 
and read of Him, but what we have actually 
proved Him to be. 

But notice this, that S. Andrew had not yet 
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become the saintly man that he afterwards be- 
came, when he went to find his brother to bring 
him to Jesus. He was not free from all infirm- 
ities and inconsistencies from that time when he 
first truly believed. He, like the rest of His 
disciples, forsook Jesus and fled in the hour of 
danger and trial ; he was among those who strove 
which should be greatest, and looked for honours 
in the temporal kingdom which they thought the 
Lord would restore to Israel. And I draw your 
attention to this, because some although them- 
selves earnest Christians and believers in Jesus, 
may fear to attempt to persuade others who are 
careless, through a dread lest they should them- 
selves be guilty of inconsistencies, and not be able 
to " live up to" their profession. You will see that 
such misgivings did not keep S. Andrew from his 
act of brotherly love, and they should not hinder 
any of us from doing as he did. " By reason of 
"the frailty of our nature we cannot always 
" stand upright"; but shall we therefore forbear 
to lead others to Him Who can strengthen such 
as do stand ; comfort and help the weakhearted, 
raise up them that fall, and finally beat down 
Satan under our feet ? No, dear brethren, if we 
wait until we are perfect and free from all failure 
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and inconsistency, before we begin to seek to win 
sonls to Christ, the work will never be done at 
all. Enough, if truly feeling and owning our 
sinfulness, and believing in Him who came not 
to call the righteous but sinners to repentance, 
we go forth, like S. Andrew, on this errand of 
Christian love, and, seeking our frail and erring 
brethren, not as though we were holier than they, 
but as fellow sinners equally needing the Saviour, 
win the reward of those that turn many to right- 
eousness and shine as the stars for ever and ever. 
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Faith, not Sight. 

. (S. Thomas.) 

BY REV. y. E. VERNON, M.A., 
{Vkar o/mcknaller, Taunton,) 



S. John xx. 28, 29. 

** And Thomas answered and said nnto Him, My Lord and my 
God. • Jesns saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, 
thou hast believed; blessed are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed." 

There are two classes of sceptics or doubters ; 
the ODe class consists of those who do not believe 
and do not wish to believe ; the other class con- 
sists of those who wish to believe, long to believe, 
but are tormented by doubts and difficulties 
which they feel unable to set at rest S. Thomas 
was a doubter of this latter class. Nothing could 
have given him greater joy than to have been 
convinced that his beloved Master Whom he 
knew to have been crucified, dead and buried, 
had indeed risen again from the dead. He had 
shewn his love and devotion to Jesus by his 
proposal to the other disciples when they had 
vainly tried to turn our Lord from His intention 
to risk His life by going again to Jerusalem 

■^^* 2. Digit zed by Google 



21 

where the Jews had lately songht to stone Him. 
S. Thomas said, ^^ Let ns also go that we maj 
'*die with Him." And although he, like the 
rest, afterwards forsook Him and fled in the 
honr of danger, yet his words shewed that the 
spirit was willing, although the flesh was weak. 
It would have been the greatest joy, then, to S. 
Thomas to be fully assured of the fact of the 
resurrection of Jesus ; but he could not feel sure of 
it. It seemed to him too good news to be true. He 
heard S. Mary Magdalene's story of the appear- 
ance to her of the risen Jesus ; He had heard 
the witness of the two disciples to whom the 
Lord shewed Himself at Emmaus ; he had heard 
the other disciples tell how that Jesus had 
suddenly appeared in their midst when they were 
gathered together with closed doors for fear of 
the Jews. But all this testimony was not 
sufficient to convince his doubting mind. Nothing 
would do but the evidence of his own senses. 
Nay, he would not even trust the evidence of his 
eyes alone. He seems to have thought that the 
others might have been deceived as to the reality 
of the Lord's bodily appearance. It must have 
been a phantom, or a spirit of the Lord, he 
probably argued, that they had seen. To be 
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convinced that Jesus had really risen from the 
dead in the same body which had been crucified, 
he must not only himself see Him, but also touch 
Him: ^^ Except I shall see in His hands the 
*^ print of the nails, and put my finger into the 
*' print of the nails, and thrust my hand into 
^^ His side, I will not believe." For a week 
Thomas remained in this anxious, doubting state. 
On the Sunday following the Lord's resurrection 
the disciples were again assembled and Thomas 
among them. Then Jesus came as before, passing 
miraculously through the closed doors, and stood 
in the midst, saluting them with the words, 
"Peace be unto you." "Then saith He to 
^^ Thomas, Eeach hither thy finger, and behold 
^' My hands ; and reach hither thy hand and 
'* thrust it into my side ; and be not faithless, 
"but believing." So the Lord granted to 
Thomas the proof which he demanded, but at 
the same time rebuked his want of faith. For 
although Thomas was not gmlty of that cold- 
hearted wilful unbelief which is unwilling to 
believe what the heart is unwilling to accept, yet 
he was deserving of blame because he had rejected 
the witness of the Church, and had refused to 
believe until unbelief had been made no longer 
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possible. Whether S. Thomas did now actually 
touch the marks of our Lord's wounds or not, 
we are not told. Most likely he did not, but 
was satisfied by the actual appearance of Jesus 
and by His invitation which shewed him that his 
very thoughts and words were known to his 
Lord. This seems clear from his immediate con- 
fession, " My Lord and my God." It is important 
to notice here what a striking proof this unrebuked 
speech of S. Thomas affords to the Godhead of 
Jesus. If Jesus Christ is not God, but only a 
very good and singularly gifted man, as some 
wickedly say. He would never have allowed 
Thomas to call Him God. He would have rebuked 
him at once. To have allowed Himself to be 
addressed as Gtod, when He was not, would have 
been blasphemy. We know how terribly Herod 
was punished because he did not rebuke the 
people when fliey cried out, " It is the voice of a 
^^ god, and not of a man." " Immediately the 
angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave 
" not God the glory, and he was eaten of worms, 
^* and gave up the ghost." 

Well then, Jesus would not have suffered 
Thomas to call Him God unless he had really 
spoken the truth. But Jesus accepted Thomas' 
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confession, only assuring him that faith is more 
Messed than sight. ^' Jesus saitii unto him^ 
^^ Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast 
" believed : blessed are they that have not seen, 
" and yet have believed." Plainly, if men refused 
to believe anything which they could not see and 
touch, there would be no room for faith. So also 
if men refused to believe anything which they 
could not thoroughly understand, or, as we say, 
" see through," there would be no room for faith. 
For " faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
" the evidence of things not seen.^^ We are here 
in a state of trial. We are to learn to walk not 
by sight, but by faith. God does not give to us 
a certain and infallible knowledge of Divine 
truths. If error were made impossible, we should 
be no longer in a state of trial. God has re- 
vealed to man certain truths, and He gives us 
sufficient evidence to convince reasonable minds 
that He has revealed them; but He does not 
explain to us all revealed truths so clearly that 
we could not make a mistake about them, or there 
would be no place for faith. When God made 
man. He placed him in the Garden of Eden, 
giving him all things therein richly to enjoy. 
God only kept back from him the fruit of one 
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tree, the tree of knowledge of good and evU, of 
the fruit of which man might not eat. This was 
to be the test of man's faith. God told the man 
that an evil, to him then as yet unknown, called 
death, would happen to him if he ate of that tree. 
God did not explain to Adam and Eve what was 
meant by " the knowledge of good and evil," nor 
what death was. He required the man to have 
faith in Him, to trust Him not to with-hold from 
him what would really be good for him to have. 
It was not merely a test of man's obedience to 
God's command, it was a trial of man's faith in 
God's wisdom and goodness. Man failed under 
the trial ; he chose to doubt God's wisdom and 
goodness, and to believe the Devil's lie. Adam 
and Eve had plenty of proof all around them 
every day of God's love and wisdom and kind 
care for their happiness, so that they were without 
excuse for their want of faith in Him. And 
what was their trial, has been the trial of every 
man ever since — a trial of faith, and obedience as 
a result of faith — " By faith Abel offered unto 
*^ God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain." 
" By faith Noah, being warned of God of things 
" not seen as yet^ moved with fear, prepared an 
" ark to the saving of his house." " By faith 
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*^ Abraham, when he was called to go oat into a 
** place which he should after receive for an 
^^inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not 
^* knowing whither he went." And so with all 
the holy men of old — ^^ These all died in faith, 
^^ not haying received the promises, but having 
** seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them 
^^ and embraced them, and confessed that they 
^* were strangers and pilgrims on the earth." A 
special blessing is promised by our Lord to those 
who have not seen, and yet have believed. 

Now, my brethren, are you in the way to gain 
this blessing ? Have you faith ? Are you passing 
through life as seeing Him Who is invisible? 
as men who look not at the things which are 
seen, which are temporal, but at the things which 
are not seen, which are eternal? Faith is behaving 
and acting as if we really saw and heard what is 
hidden from our bodily senses, but revealed to us 
by God in His Word and through His Church. 
For instance, see how differently people behave 
themselves in public worship I Some are reverent, 
some are irreverent. Some are evidently trying 
to join heart and soul in the worship of God, 
some are as evidently thinking of other things. 
Some kneel at prayer, and repeat the responses, 
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others sit at ease and seldom or never open their 
lips. Some enter and leave the House of God 
humbly and thoughtfully, while others do not enter 
till the last minute or hurry in after the service 
has begun, their manner shewing that they look 
upon the place as no holier than a common 
dwellinghouse, and they hasten out again as soon 
as they can when the service^ends. Now what 
makes this difference between the manner and be- 
haviour of different members of the congregation ? 
Simi)ly this — some believe the promise of our 
Lord, *' where two or three are gathered together 
'^in My Name, there am I in the midst of them,'* 
while others believe it not. Some by faith realise 
that they are in the House of God and worship 
Jesus as if they really saw Him present in their 
midst; they try to behave as they would do if 
they did see Him, knowing that although their 
eyes are holden that they cannot see Him, He is 
just as really present as if He were visibly before 
them. The others, because they cannot see Him, 
are careless and indevout, and would be more 
openly irreverent were they not restrained by 
some respect for the clergyman and their fellow- 
men whom they can see. It is the same with all 
other religious acts, private prayer. Holy Com-.^ 
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munion, hearing or reading God's Word, these 
are reverently and devoutly performed or not^ 
according as men believe or disbelieve the unseen. 
The man who believes, prays as speaking to God, 
realises that God is listening to him; he prepares 
for Holy Communion as one who knows that he 
is going to be the guest of the Lord of Heaven 
and earth, and behaves himself there as one who 
is feasting at God's board ; he reads or hears the 
Bible as the voice of God speaking to him, and 
listens to sermons as God's message by His am- 
bassadors. But it is not only in the house of God 
and while engaged in devotional acts, that the 
believer's conduct is influenced by his faith in the 
realities of the unseen world. In his daily life, 
in common place every day duties and pleasures, 
he keeps, or strives to keep, a continual sense of 
the presence of God. Whatever he does, he does 
it ^^ heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men." 
Whether he eats or drinks, or whatsoever he does, 
he does all to the glory of God, at least, this is 
his aim and desire. This is the true meaning of 
the text, ^' The just shall live by his faith." His 
faith affects his whole life. He walks by faith, 
not by sight. 
Now, faith, remember, is the gift of God. " All 
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^^ men have not faith.'* No man has it naturally. 
Our fallen nature is opposed to faith. Our pride 
rebels against the idea of trusting in another, 
And inclines us to trust in ourselves. We are 
naturally disposed to believe nothing beyond our 
actual experience, nothing that cannot be so 
clearly proved to us as to leave no possibility for 
any sane person to doubt it. But this only applies 
to our faith in God and in what He has revealed, 
for men are not so sceptical and incredulous in 
their dealings with one another. For instance, a 
man readily believes on the evidence of his 
fellowmen in the existence of gold diggings or 
diamond fields, and he acts upon his belief, 
makes his preparations, leaves his native land 
and friends and kindred, and goes forth an 
emigrant to a far distant land on the faith of 
^hat he has heard. But when God tells men by 
His messengers of a fer better land, and of far 
more lasting and certain riches, how few are 
found ready to believe it I How few make their 
preparations, and submit to any sacrifice of 
pleasure and comfort, to set out in earnest to 
«eek that good land I But God gives the gift of 
faith to those who seek it. He would not mock us 
fcy bidding us believe while He withheld the need- 
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f ttl grace. " Ask, and it shall be given you ; seek,. 
^^ and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 
^^unto you/^ Indeed, faith comes in the very 
act of seeking it. It is strengthened and in 
creased by exercise. For if a man prays to God,, 
the very fact of his praying is an act of faith* 
*' He that cometh to God mnst believe that he is,. 
*^ and that he is a re warder of them that diligently 
*^seek him.*^ Your faith, my brother or sister, 
may be as yet very imperfect, very weak^ so weak 
that you almost fear at times that yon have no 
real faith, but if you have faith enough in God to 
pray to him, it is something something to en- 
courage you to persevere, enough to convince 
you that your heavenly Father has given you this 
gift in some measure, a pledge and an assurance 
that he will strengthen and perfect your faith if 
you be in earnest. 
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The Sight of Jesus in Glory. 

(S. Stephen.) 
BY REV. MARTIN H. RICKETTS, M.A., 

(Vicar ofHatfidd and Grendon Bishop, Diocese qf Hereford.) 



Hebrews xi. 27. 
** He endured, as seeiog Him Who is inyisible.** 

Say what we will it seems strange that S. Ste- 
phen's day should be fixed not merely within the 
recognised limits of Christmastide, but on the 
day immediately following the Nativity itself. 

We wake this morning with all the peaceful 
and happy thoughts of yesterday stiU present 
with us. The glorious Christmas Anthem is 
echoing in our ears : the " good tidings of great 
** joy" are, it is to be hoped, making yet more 
gracious music in our hearts. We hear the bells 
calling us again to the House of God. Surely it 
must be that we may thank Him more for the 
gift of His Son. Surely we are to continue our 
rejoicing in the recollection of some touching in- 
cident of the birth of the Lord Jesus. 
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But no ! It is not of the manger-cradle of 
Bethlehem, or of the Blessed Child sleeping on 
the Virgin Mother's breast, with adoring angels 
hovering round, and the song of Heaven breath- 
ing of God's glory above, and of peace and good 
will on earth, — it is not of these we are now to 
think. Bather is it of a scene of violence and 
blood ; of men's fierce passions contradicting the 
Divine purpose of love. We gaze on a gentle 
Saint, with a beautiful light resting on his face, 
and his hands raised in prayer, sinking beneath 
the crushing blows of murderers, dying because 
that Name, which we suppose all the world to 
rejoice in, stirs up only hate and malice in those 
unbelieving hearts. 

Several reasons have been given for this placing 
of the commemoration of ,S. Stephen, the first 
conscious Martyr, (together with that of S. John 
and that of the Holy Innocents, who were niar* 
tyrs in different degrees), so close to the birth* 
day of the Lord. Some say it is because the 
Church would have us temper holy gladness with 
graver memories, sinceunmixed joy can never be 
man's portion here. Others tell us that martyrs 
are thus associated with the Saviour Who is 
come, because they who shall be nearest to Him 
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in Heaven are His fittest attendants now. And 
in S. Stephen's case, it is added, there is a special 
cause^ inasmuch as his birth into a better life so 
grandly illustrates the power of Christ's Birth 
among men. 

But whatever may have been the intention of 
those who thus fixed S. Stephen's day^ his history 
suggests some useful Christmas thoughts. We 
might say this with its more obvious lessons in 
cmr minds. It supplies us with a glorious ex- 
ample of firmness in the cause of Him Whom we 
are professing to love ; a firmness which should 
show itself, if the trial came, even unto death. It 
illustrates the victory which faith in Christ can 
obtain under circumstances the most painful to 
our earthly nature. It assures us how through 
the little Child bom into our mortal lifcj death 
is henceforth changed for us into a peaceful child- 
like sleep. And perhaps above all it reminds us 
at this special season of love how a man like 
ourselves may by grace be enabled to imitate 
CShrist's great love, even praying for those who 
«re.despitefully using and persecuting, nay kill- 
ing him. 

Tet there is something more. 
. What was the secret of S. Stephen's wonderful 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



34 

courage and calmness ? What was it which, by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, nerved, supported, 
and directed him throughout ? 

As he stood on his defence ^^ all that sat in the 
" council looking stedfastly on him, saw his face as 
" it had been the face of an angel." When his 
enemies, unable " to resist the wisdom and the 
spirit by which he spake", cut to the heart by 
his just reproaches, "gnashed upon him with 
" their teeth," and dragged him out of the city 
to die, there was something which made S. Ste- 
phen actually Christlike. He was Christlike in 
his endurance, and Christlike in his prayers. 

It was this. From the first his faith was so 
bright and clear that, as is recorded of Moses in our 
text, " he endured as seeing Him Who is invisi- 
" ble." And when the crisis came a special sight 
of Christ was vouchsafed him. As, " full of the 
"Holy Ghost," S. Stephen raised his stedfast 
eyes to heaven, he " saw the glory of God, and 
"Jesus standing at the right hand of God." 

This carried him through it all. Jesus was 
there visible and real to him. Beaten down upon 
his knees, crushed to the very earth beneath 
" the pitiless pelting at that bloody storm," he 
sees his Lord, and it is enough. Absorbed in 
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that Presence, he takes little heed of anjrthing 
beside. He is conscious of the savagery around 
him, and feels the agony inflicted on his bruised 
and battered body, only so far as to be moved to 
pity for his murderers, and to pray, " Lord, lay 
" not this sin to their charge." Then, sweetly as 
a child watched over by a fond parent, the martyr 
feU asleep beneath the smile of Christ. 

It matters not how S. Stephen saw his Lord, 
whether by the natural eye supematurally aided, 
or by a spiritual impression produced inwardly. 
Certainly the occurrence is mentioned as if it 
were sober fact. It is recorded like other facts by 
the sacred writer before he quotes S. Stephen's 
exclamation which describes that which he saw. 
And as sober fact most earnest Christians must 
regard it. But, even if it were a vision, it was a 
vision of that which was real. The Holy Q-host 
would not make S. Stephen think he saw that 
which had no actual existence. It was because 
Christ, the Son of Man, still in His human nature 
which is glorified at the right hand of power, was 
a living reality to S! Stephen, because he saw 
Christ as clearly as he saw things around him on 
this earth, that he had courage, and unselfishness, 
tod peace. He indeed " endured as seeing Him '* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



36 

Who was "invisible" to the men who smote 
him. Previously he had faith which made him 
real in Christ's service, so that he "did great 
"wonders and miracles among the people;" and 
then, as he was earnestly doing His will, Christ 
manifested Himself directly to him. His was a 
calm, cleax, certain hold on a living, personal. 
Lord. 

S. Stephen, too, saw Christ as we are rejoicing 
to see Him at. this time, that is, as very Man. 
He speaks of Him as the " Son of Man," thus 
making use of an expression which is used con- 
tinually by our Lord Himself, but never by those 
who were acquainted with Him during His 
sojourn on earth when His human nature could 
not be doubted. Does he not thus remind ua 
that our Lord's Godhead had not swallowed up 
His Manhood ; that He had not thrown oflf His 
human nature as He passed beyond the stars^ 
but abides in it ever in glory? 

Further, he saw our Lord "standing at the 
" right hand of Grod," not, as is elsewhere said, 
" sitting." " Sitting " rather suggests the sight 
of Him reposing in the bliss of a tranquil majesty, 
" Standing,'* His rising to interpose in His ser- 
vants' behalf, as if He were still active in His 
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caxe for those who do and suffer for Hun on 
earth. 

And it is a view of Christ such as S. Stephen 
enjoyed which we must, in our measure, seek to 
obtain. Not that we are to expect a miraculous 
sight of the Lord in His present glory, but that 
we may and must, have Him made absolutely 
real and certain to us. I believe that this is the 
very thing in which most of us are sorely deficient. 
Some people seem to stop short at the events of 
His earthly course. At this season, for exampte, 
they delight in the beautiful touches by which the 
birth of the Saviour is sketched for us by the 
Evangelists ; or they love to form more elaborate 
pictures in their minds of some of the scenes of 
that happy time. But they want something to 
enable them to connect the Christ of the past 
with the Christ of the present ; to make them 
feel how He, the Grod-Man, is still the acting 
Mediator between God and Man. Men, again, 
hail Christmas as the birthday of their religion, 
they rejoice as for the introduction, by divine 
mercy, of a system which meets the deepest 
wants of men's souls, which is beautiful and 
perfect as a system, which directs them safely m 
their seeking after truth, and satisfies the yearn- 
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ings of their spiritual being. But this is not 
enough. Christianity is great, but Christ is 
greater. S. Stephen could argue from history, 
but his faith was not merely historical. He could 
appreciate the depth and beauty of Christiaji 
teaching, and preach with wisdom and with 
power, yet the light which shone on his face as 
he spoke was something more than the glow of 
an enthusiasm excited by human reasonings, or 
even by an inward faith in certain divinely-taught 
principles. It was reflected from the face of the 
Lord Jesus Himself. And we must see Him, too. 
Value these holy seasons, brethren. Stmt not 
their fullest honour. Covet their special grace. 
Remember now before God the birth of the 
infant Jesus. Adore the Holy Babe in His 
mother's arms. Ponder with thankftdness on 
the early stages of His earthly life. Thank 
God for the day which began to give Christianity 
to light, and ushered in that teaching wherein 
*'He hath abounded to us in all wisdom." But 
do not stop here. Accompany the Jesus that 
was unto the Jesus that is. Advance from the 
village inn of Palestine, by the mournful way of 
the Cross, to the foot of the Throne of Heaven. 
Let past history guide you on to present fact. 
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Let doctrines bring you to the loving Teacher. 
Let grand old truths about Him Who in the 
fulness of time became Emmanuel reveal to your 
fiotils Him Who is indeed at this very moment 
'' God with us." 

The story of S. Stephen reminds us how we 
may gain such a view. 

Many excellent rules and suggestions have 
been handed down to us by wise and holy men. 
Iteading and meditating over the Scripture his- 
tories, endeavouring to draw vivid pictures in our 
minds of our Lord in the several stages of His 
career, going with Him in thought through them 
all, and then carrying on our gaze, as it were, 
through the clouds into which He ascended, — 
6uch employments as these are very useful. Self 
examination, too, leading to a deeper sense of 
sin, is good, because the more we feel the need 
of Christ the more likely we are to realise Him. 
And we must not forget to make continual effort 
to serve and please Him, to grow like Him as 
He is made known to us in His Word. But such 
rules and such efforts all imply something deeper, 
something to give life to them and to bless us in 
their adoption. There are those who appear to 
think that a nearer sight of Christ will come, as 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



40 

it were, mechanically when they place themselves 
in the recognised posture of devotion. They for- 
get that, after all, the full revelation of Himself 
is His own highest gift through the agency of 
the Holy Spirit. It was by the power of the 
Hdy Ghost that S. Stephen saw "the Son of 
" Man " at the right hand of God. At the time 
of his ordination as one of the seven deacons he 
was under the influence of the Spirit, and hia 
spiritual gifts appear to have increased as hia 
position grew more critical, and his trial more 
severe. It is twice mentioned, once in immediate 
connection with the opening of heaven before his 
eyes, that he was "full of the Holy Ghost." And 
we must seek the same blessed influence. When 
we have placed ourselves in the attitude of 
believers it is the Spirit Who must give life and 
substance to our faith. And His presence we 
must seek as a direct gift from Heaven. Of course 
to urgeTour seeking the Holy Spirit as a gift is 
not to imply that we have no responsiblity in the 
matter, or to suggest that if we have it not we 
are free from blame since God has not thought 
fit to bestow it. Once we, who have been bap- 
tized, have been brought into direct relation with 
Him ; and even now, fallen as we may be from 
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our happy Christian estate, the possession of the 
gift rests with ourselves since Grod has promised 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him. Nor does 
this lead ns to rest on inward feeling to the dis- 
paragement or neglect of outward means of grace; 
for it is in the use of His instrumental means 
that God gives a gracious reply to the prayer of 
faith. 

Let us make a special effort to day for the 
securing of this grace. Let our Christmas joy go 
on into a more decided effort after that which 
will make Christ visible to us. Strengthened 
with might by the Spirit in the inner man, we 
may have Him really dwelling in our hearts by 
faith. Let us thus feel how our festival gladness 
is based on no vague and sentimental recognition 
of historical mercy, but arises from the coming 
into the world of One Who is " all in all " to us 
at this very hour. 

If we may but attain to this, we shall assign 
to the unbelief and false teachings, which are now 
80 boldly prominent, no more than their proper 
importance. We shall grieve for men's aliena- 
tion from the Source of Life and Hope ; but the 
opinion of the day, even if it seem to be seduc- 
ing many, cannot change Him on Wl^^^^^ 
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souls are resting. If Christianity be merely a 
human scheme, the expression of man's devout 
thought, it may be shifting and uncertain ; but 
if we see Him Who is " the same yesterday, and 
"to-day, and for ever" not merely as its original 
Founder, but as its present Life and Substance, 
nothing can disturb us. Popular thought of the 
age cannot dethrone Him. The standard of right 
and wrong cannot vary : our rule of life remains 
unaltered. The important matter is not, as some 
timid believers seem to imagine, what we men 
think of Christ, but what Christ thinks of us. 
The Church, if she be of Him, depends not on 
the fluctuating opinions of her nominal members, 
but may pursue her calm course in His name, 
secure if she only keep true to her Divine Head. 

And as to our inner life. The vision which 
supported S. Stephen will support us. True, we 
are not likely to be called, as he was, to literal 
martyrdom, although actual martyrdoms have 
occurred, and men have died in foreign lands, 
within the knowledge and recollection of some of 
us, rather than deny the Lord Jesus. To many 
of us, however, the choice of death in preference 
to life purchased on the conditions of spoken 
blasphemy against Him would be comparatively 
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easy. We could not shape our lips to deny Him 
in set terms. Many a man who now rejects or 
practically insults his Saviour would confess Him 
at the stake. But ours is even a harder trial, be* 
cause it is a life-long one. We might do the 
great thing under the better impulse of the mo- 
ment, but, oh I for the daily self-denial, the daily 
carefulness and love, the daily reference of thought 
and word and deed to the will of the Lord I Yet 
if, by the Holy Spirit's grace, we could once really 
see Him, — see Him looking down upon us from 
Heaven, watching us, caring for us, interceding 
in our behalf, yes and standing at the door, 
knocking patiently for us to open our hearts to 
Him ; longing to come to us and make us truly 
His own; to lead us in the safe and holy way I 
Such vision would make us new creatures — ^we 
could endure, seeing Him Who is invisible to the 
outer world. Tempted as we a^p to sin, ready to 
abandon more earnest effort, easily made weary 
and faint in our minds, drawn aside by evil influ- 
ences, the sight of Jesus would be all in all to us. 
Let us humbly seek it as the grand gift of the 
Holy Ghost. Pray that Heaven may be opened 
to your spiritual gaze, and your Lord revealed to 
you as He is actually at the right hand of God. 
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Pray that you may recognise Him as One to Whom 
you can -speak, as One Who really hears you, as 
One to Whom you may have recourse in every 
difficulty, and Who rejoices to give to you Him- 
self when you come to Hun with a sufficient faith 
to grasp Him. Only obtain that you may see 
the Christ of Christmas with the eye of S. Ste- 
phen, and you will not be far from S. Stephen's 
resolution in life, or from His peace in death. 
**Thou shalt walk in thy way safely: and thy 
**foot shall not stumble; when thou liest down 
** thou shalt not be afraid : yea thou shalt lie 
** down, and thy sleep," even thy lust sleep, " shall 
^ ^be sweet*'* 
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The Beloved Disciple- 

(8. John the Apostle.) 
BY REV. A. CAZENOVE, 

(Viear ofS, Marl^t, Rcijate,) 



8, Matt. iv. 21, 22. 

** And going from thence, Ue saw other two brethren, James ih« 
son of Zebedee and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their 
father, mending their nets, and Ue called them, and they immo* 
diately left the ship and their father, and followed Him." 

There is indeed an interest in the life of all our 
Lord's apostles, but of these three stand oat from 
the group of twelve, a circle within a circle, pos- 
sessiug an interest above the rest. These three 
are S. Peter, S. James, and S. John. Tliey were 
especially chosen by our Lord to be the witnesses 
of those greater scenes in His human life around 
which the lesser events are grouped. Such were 
the transfiguration, and the agony in the gardeu 
of Gethsemane. 

Of these three I propose to speak now only of 
S. John. He is the apostle who seems above all 
others to attract the highest and the warmest 
interest. 

Tlie history of Christian art atte8ts||i©oo§t^ 

^^o. 4. 
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into any of the picture galleries of the great 
European cities, and you will find in every 
chamber that the portraits of S. John the Apostle 
are both in order of number and merit next to 
those of our Lord and Saviour, and of the Virgin 
Mary. 

Of the time of S. John's birth we cannot speak 
with any exactitude. He was probably younger 
than 8. James, younger certainly than S. Peter, 
and also than his divine Master. A life protrac- 
ted to the time of Trajan can hardly have begun 
80 early as to place him at an age, older than 
those I have mentioned. 

He was the son of Zebedee and Salome, and 
shared with his father the humble occupation of 
fishermen on the waters of Galilee. Not that 
we are to assume from this that he was either 
very poor or uneducated, for mention is especially 
made in S. Luke and in his own Gospel of "hired 
*^ servants," and " of his own house ;" and the 
fact that he was known to Caiaphas, the high 
priest, has been always taken as suggesting the 
probability of an intimacy in early years between 
the two men or their families. The name of 
John was a common one, but if we may judge 
from the fact that this was the name especially 
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given to the Baptist, we may conclude that it 
was the embodiment and symbol of Messianic 
hopes, and therefore a significant sign of that 
yearning and expectation which then characterised 
not only the more faithful and devout, but the 
whole nation of the Jews. We know very little 
of Zebedee's character, and therefore we may 
conclude that S. John, like many sons, derived 
his early character from his mother's influence. 
How many of this world's heroes have done the 
same, and how ready have they been to acknow- 
ledge the early influence of a wise and loving 
mother. It is said that in character daughters 
derive most from the paternal, sons from the 
maternal side. I know not how far this is true, 
but I think we may recognise its application in 
the present instance. From the glympses which 
the bible gives us of Salome's character, I should 
gather that she was a woman with a strong mind 
and loving heart, capable of giving and receiving 
affection, and eager for the manifestation of the 
kingdom of that Messiah, Whom she followed so 
closely, even to the foot of the Cross. Under 
such influence, I can imagine that the apostle's 
early years were passed. And with such a 
mother it is probable that he w:as well instructed 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



48 

in the law and the prophets, though he had no 
direct instruction in the Jewish schools at Jera- 
salem. For him, too, as bound by the law, there 
would have been at the age of twelve the 
periodical pilgrimage to Jerusalem. He would 
thus have become familiar with the stately 
worship of the Temple, with the sacrifice, with 
the altar, with the incense, with the priestly robes. 

May we not, brethren, (as we read the after 
history of St. John's life) conjecture that im- 
pressions were then made which never afterwards . 
wore off! Assuming too that there is some 
harmony between the previous training of a 
prophet and the form of the visions presented to 
him, may we not recognize them in the rich 
liturgical imagery of the Apocalypse, in that union 
in one wonderful vision of all that was most 
wonderful and glorious in the predictions of the 
older prophets ? 

So much concerning the early life of St. John, 
whom we leave for the moment plying his trade 
on the sea of Galilee. It was during his ordinary 
life there that the news broke forth that a Prophet 
had once more appeared. Was it the Messiah ? 
That was the question of the day. The answer 
was not long delayed. The Prophet himself 
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reflponded, that he was not that light, but was sent 
only to bear witness of the true light: the Lamb 
of Gk)d who should take away the sins of the world. 

But the Baptist's words were not lost upon his 
namesake. And then we find St. John amongst 
our Lord's earliest disciples, we find him with his 
new teacher at the marriage feast of Cana of 
Galilee, we find him at Capernaum, and Samaria, 
and Jerusalem. It is probable that he returned 
for a time to his old occupations till the command 
had gone forth that he was to become a fisher of 
men. It is then we find him in closer communion 
with his Lord, designated with the memorable 
distinction of being the disciple whom Jesus 
loved. As such he ever continued till that great 
occasion when he leaned on his Saviour's breast 
on the night before the crucifixion, and till at a 
still later date the clouds removed the Lord of 
Glory to the right hand of the Father in Heaven. 

From the close of our Lord's life, we trace St. 
John in the Acts at the day of Pentecost, at the 
beautiful gate of the Temple, and in company 
with St. Peter confirming at Samaria the Christian 
converts who had been baptized by Philip. 

Beyond these facts we have only traditions to 
fill up the great gap which separates the Apostle 
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of Jerusalem from the Bishop of Ephesus. It is 
a natural conjecture to suppose that he remained 
in Judwa till the death of the Virgin released 
him from his trust. Putting aside therefore mere 
tradition, we must pass on to his later life. And 
when the form of the aged Apostle meets us again, 
in the twilight of the Apostolic age, we are still 
left in great doubt as to the extent of his work, 
and the circumstances of his outward life. 

Now then, brethren, we may assume that having 
come to Ephesus some persecution drove him to 
Patmos, that the seven Churches, of which Asia 
was the centre, were special objects of his solici- 
tude, that in his work he had to encounter men 
who denied the truth on which his faith rested. 
To this we may add that he outlived all of those 
who had been the companions even of his maturer 
years, and that this lingering age gave some 
colour to the old imagination that his Lord had 
promised him immortality. Tlie picture which 
tradition has drawn of St. John in his old age is 
full and vivid, but for such a picture there is no 
place here. I turn therefore at once to his 
character and the lessons we may learn from it. 

His character as gathered from the pages 
of the New Testament will hardly sustain the 
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popular notion fostered by the received tj^pes ot 
Christian art, of a nature, gentle, yielding, and 
feminine His very name, Boanerges, implies a 
vehemence, zeal and intensity, which gave to those: 
who had it, the might of sons of thunder. 

It is not, therefore, a feminine- love of which 
such special mention is made, but rather that 
strong and burning devotion with which he 
returned the Saviour's affection for him. 

Zeal for his Master's glory, burning indignation 
against all that outraged it ; this, with its fiery 
gleam runs through his whole life. You cannot 
read his Gospel without seeing that the writer is 
bound to the Saviour by strong personal affection. 
Thus while the other evangelists record i>rincipally 
the discourses and parables which were spoken to 
the multitude, St. John treasures up every word 
and accent of dialogues and conversations, which 
to the world seemed less conspicuous. The image: 
enthroned in St. John's soul is that of the Soui 
of Man, who is also the Son of God. He is the 
Apostle of love, not because he starts from a 
character of easy benevolence, nor because he is 
gentle and feminine, but because he has grown 
more and more into the likeness of Him whom he 
loved so truly. And then he stands before ua «» 
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and uncompromising zeal, and of a large and 
glowing love. Surely, dear brethren, as we con- 
template such a* character we may sny, " It is very 
"''good for us to be here." 

One can hardly conceive a character better 
calculated to teach and elevate. 

We live in an age in which there is undoubtedly 
a considerable display of outward zeal for Christ's 
service, and we thank God for it. But with it 
there is mixed up a large share of compromise 
and . concession to the world's prejudices and 
fashions, which too often, I fear, mar the beauty 
of the zeal to which they are allied. Look at the 
^irrangements which are often made to secure the 
support of the public to objects of a religious 
♦character, and see how frequently the higher 
elements of Christian truth are sacrificed to 
-ensure a wider acceptance of the world's external 
framework of religious life. 

Abundant illustrations of this must occur to 
jour minds. 

Now, surely St. John's zeal is wanted here, to 
combat earnestly for the pre-eminence of high 
Christian principle above mere expediency, above 
popular djemands for an easy system of religion, 
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which may be practised in conjunction with the 
worship of mammon. I am perfectly convinced^ 
brethren, that this is the danger of our day. Men 
and women do not set religion at nought as in 
former times, but they do strive so to fashion 
religion that it may be accommodated to their 
worldly views and feelings. This is not the- 
teaching of the Word of God. Let us beware^ 
how we fall into this error, and in trying to serve 
two masters fail to gain the respect and aid of' 
either. 

S. John's love is as full of instruction as his. 
zeal. It was indeed a never-dying love, not evan- 
escent but enduring. This is what we need. Zeal 
and love are not uncommon, but zeal and love- 
which endures trial and which waxes warmer and 
warmer is not so common. Most of u^ must feel 
this; that the temptation to grow cold/to slack our 
work, to rest for a time on our oars, to wait for a 
more convenient season, is too strong for many^ 
of us. 

But this will not do. 

Onward or backward, there is no middle course. 
If S. John's affection had not been continually^ 
growing, it would soon have ceased altogether 
and he would have returned to the waters -"'* 
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-Galilee, not to fish for men, but to join the great 
■company of unbelievers who rejected the promised 
Messiah. 

Our love must not stand still. Having put 
-our hand to the plough, we dare not look back. 
Because we have once worked in Christ's service 
^re we to remain idle? Oh no, rather if we have 
learnt to love Christ, let us go on day by day 
Tvorking more and more earnestly for Him, ever 
looking out for fresh objects on which to bestow 
our love, and ever ready to practise it for our 
'dear Lord's sake, though it involve us in self- 
sacrifice, in self-denial, in the spending of our 
health or our wealth for Him Who gave up all 
for us. Shall we grieve for the loss of these 
vthings ? No. 

^* What is that to him or thee. 
So his love to Christ endures." 

I say, then, dear brethren, whatever may befall 
you, hold fast to love and shew your love to 
Christ by your earnest self-denying work in His 
-cause. Unite the zeal of S. John with his warm 
love, and then by God's grace victory shall be 
yours, victory over your own hearts, and victory 
over the hearts of others. Then men may rend 
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your hearts, but they will not embitter or harden 
yon. You will win them by tenderness, you will 
conquer them by zeal and forgiveness. Oh 1 learn 
therefore to look from the apostle to the Master. 
Learn the new commandment of the Son of God. 
Love as He loved, and if you go forth in this 
spirit to your life duties you will indeed win 
victories for your Grod by the conquering power 
of a love like His. 
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*' First-fruits unto God, and 
TO THE Lamb," 

(The Holt Inkocents.) 
BY REV. S. IV. SKEFFINGTON, M,A,, 

(Fellow of University CoUege^ OxonJ) 



S. Matthew xxi. 16. 

*' Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings Thou hast perfected 
praise." 

Again, my brethren, as on the night of the 
Nativity, the Church calls us to Bethlehem — the 
centi;p of our thoughts and affections during the 
Christmas festival. But in the festival of to-day 
she anticipates somewhat the course of events ; 
the Divine Infant no longer lies wrapped in 
the poor swaddling clothes and in the stable of 
the inn, surrounded by the beasts of the field, 
the glory of the Lord no longer shines in the 
heavens, the songs of the angels have died away 
on our ears, the shepherds have returned to their 
midnight watches on the hill-side, the Eastern 
strangers have departed to their own country 
another way ; it is no longer possible for Beth- 
lehem to honour or cast out God Incarnate in 
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the midst of her, no more do men cast a glance 
of pity or wonder on the group which meets 
their eye in the rude stable ; for the Holy Child 
has been quickly hurried away by night into 
Egypt in the arms of his blessed mother, and 
is waiting a little while until Herod's tyranny be 
overpast. And now within the streets of Beth- 
lehem there is the sound of wailing. Broken- 
hearted women are uttering a mother's sharp cry 
of distress over their little ones bathed in their 
infant blood ; pitiless men are carrying out the 
mandate of a cruel king; from two years old and 
under the children in Bethlehem and all its coasts 
are being ruthlessly massacred. ^^ In Eama was 
" there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, 
" an(l great mourning, Rachel weeping for her 
*^ children, and would not be comforted because 
^^ they are not." Oh, what a heart-rending scene 
must it have been to witness the dying struggles 
of those sinless sufferers, to view the speechless 
agony of those weeping mothers. But, brethren, 
it was for the Redeemer that those little ones 
were unconsciously yielding up their young lives, 
their blood, shed by Herod that His might be 
mingled with it, was in reality poured out instead 
of His ; instead of His, yes, but only that He 
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miglit employ the life which was thus extended 
for their final good; only that He might one day, 
when arrived at man's estate, pour forth His 
Precious Blood on Calvary in a more acceptable 
sacrifice, and by that blood-shedding redeem to 
His Heavenly Father not only those infant first- 
fruits unto God, but the great army of the 
redeemed which no man can number. Then was 
it permitted to these Holy Innocents to take 
their place in the white-robed army of the 
martyrs — of those who for Grod and His Truth 
have not counted their life dear unto themselves; 
thus did they in deed, if not in will, lay down their 
lives for their Saviour, and receive His baptism of 
blood ; thus did the^ sword of the executioner 
gain for them unfading crowns, and confer on 
them more than baptismal grace and glory ; thus 
do they head that far-stretching band of babes 
and sucklings, who from that day to this have 
been taken away in the spotless innocence of un- 
conscious childhood ; who are set forth by our 
Blessed Lord as the very models and types of 
holiness alike to penitents and saints; thus were 
their names incessantly linked with the Divine 
infancy and childhood of Him Who in time 
vouchsafed to be co-equal with them : thus do 
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they form a precious offering to Him from His 
otherwise careless and ungrateful birth-place ; 
thus did they, being made perfect, in a short time 
fulfil a long time, and pass in one brief moment 
to the goal which other saints have reached only 
after years of doubtful struggle, and the agonies 
of an uncertain conflict. Fitly indeed do they 
gather round the cradle in this glad solemnity of 
the Nativity to offer their adorations to the new- 
born King ; " young men " in the person of S. 
Stephen, " old men " in the person of S. John, 
have borne witness to the truth and power of the 
great fact of the Incarnation, and now on this 
day *' children " also praise the- name of the 
Lord — for "out of the mouth of babes and 
*' sucklings thou, Lord, hast perfected praise." 
In to-day's festival, then, we see a remarkable 
illustration of the great truth which lies at the 
very foundation of our Christian faith, that the 
true perfection of human nature lies in conformity 
not to the intellectual but to the spiritual and 
moral likeness of Almighty God. A festival like 
that of the Holy Innocents provokes at once the 
criticism of the hostility of the unregenerate 
heart. Why, it asks, commemorate with special 
honour the memory of a few poor Jewish children 
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who were butchered before they attained to years 
of discretion ? We can understand and reverence 
the heroic constancy of a S. Stephen or a S» 
John, even though we decline to share their 
enthusiasm or to tread in their footsteps; we 
can account as benefactors of their race any 
who have dared to assert in the face of a 
tyrannical opposition £he inalienable right of 
man to think and judge for himself on the high- 
est subjects which can claim his attention ; but 
we cannot consent to dignify with the prero- 
gatories of saints and martyrs, infants whose 
power of thought and speech were alike unde- 
veloped, who, if they had no evil, had certainly 
nothing to show of positive good. Such objec- 
tions, my brethren, proceed upon a total ignorance 
of that which is radically valuable in the life of 
man. If it were true that man's highest good 
were to attain to the most perfect knowledge 
possible concerning himself and the universe 
which surrounds him ; if Christianity were a 
philosophical scheme for disciplining the 
character and habits through the action of the 
intellect upon them ; if our Lord were not very 
God, but a teacher of surpassing wisdom and 
goodness, if the soul were only aphrase used to 
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indicate those elements in our nature which are 
not distinctly physical, then indeed the festival 
of the Holy Innocents would find no appropriate 
place in the calendar of the heroes of humanity. 
But if love and not knowledge be the perfection 
of our nature, if Christianity be not a philosophy 
but a life, if the human soul be no figure of 
speech but a reality of incalculable beauty and 
value, then in tlie infant martyrs of Bethlehem 
we see not a company of murdered children, but 
a bright band of young and innocent souls, 
sparkling with the dew of Christ's precious blood, 
redeemed from among men, the first-fruits unto 
Qod and to the Lamb. 

Let me now proceed to call your attention to 
some of the practical applications which to-day's 
festival seems to suggest to us. 

And, first, the dignity placed by God upon 
these infants reminds us of the blessings attached 
to the childlike mind in matters of feith. " Who- 
** soever shall not receive the kingdom of God,'* 
says our blessed Lord, "as a little child, he shall 
"by no means enter therein," and the whole 
subsequent history of Christianity is a witness to 
the fulfilment of his words. Faith distinguished 
from a blind credulity springs not from the 
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intellects only, but is the result of a right con* 
dition of our moral and spiritual faculties, and 
depending on the latter for its inmost vitality it 
may be found even in its perfection where the 
intellectual powers are least developed. And 
hence it is that the deepest mysteries of the 
Gospel Kingdom while they are often hid from 
the wise and prudent are revealed unto babes. 
The poor, the ignorant, the weak accept truths 
in which the wise disputers of this world find 
only a stumbling stone and a rock of offence. 
Christianity, my brethren, literally teems with 
supernatural working, and the only attitude of 
mind which is likely to accept it in its fulness is 
that which is represented to us by the implicit 
and unquestioning faith of little children in the 
words of those who are wiser and older than 
themselves. Once accept the overwhelming mass 
of evidence, external and internal, on which our 
feith is based, and nothing remains for the reason 
but to bow itself in humblest submission before 
the revelations vouchsafed to it by the Almighty. 
To continue one by one the dogmas of the faith 
is to arraign God Himself before the bar of 
human reason. We must not, we cannot expect 
to understand with our finite faculties the works 
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and ways of our infinite God, enough for us that 
God has spoken, we have henceforth nothing to 
do but to believe. The faith of a child is not 
indeed an adequate representation of the faith of 
a pious Christian, for the child's faith may be 
misplaced, his trustfulness abused, but it fur- 
nishes us at least with an earthly image of the 
entire confidence with which the believer reposes 
upon the word of a God, Who cannot lie. Take 
for instance, my brethren, the great truth of the 
Incarnation which engages our attention at the 
present season. To be told that in a new-born 
infant laid in the stable of an obscure country 
inn we behold God Himself Incarnate among 
men, this is a mystery at which human reason, 
emancipated from the yoke of Christ, at once 
revolts ; the contrasts which it suggests are too 
startling; the humiliation which it involves is 
too profound. Faith, on the contrary, embraces 
and adores the Love of God manifested in Beth- 
lehem, and finds in it her refuge for time and 
for eternity. 

Or again, consider her attitude towards the 
two great Sacraments of the Christian Church. 
Here again all that meets the senses is weak and 
feeble ; faith and faith alone enables us to pene- 
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trate and accept their hidden grace and wonder- 
working influence. A little water is poured on 
the brow of an unconscious infant in the Name 
of the Holy Trinity, and we believe that a mighty 
change passes over its sinful nature, and that it 
becomes a living member of the second Adam ; 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is ministered 
in all things that of necessity are requisite to 
the same, and we believe that under the out- 
ward and visible sign of bread and wine we 
receive the Body and Blood of our Redeemer. 
These things the mind of man cannot contain, 
his intellect cannot measure them. How speech- 
less infants can be recipients of God's grace, how 
Jesus visits us under the form of bread and wine, 
these are great matters which are too high for 
the soul weaned from proud thoughts, children 
and childlike souls are content to believe and 
worship. Let us not then, brethren, be of the 
number of those who stagger at the promises of 
God through unbelief, but be strong in faith, 
giving glory to Him, fully persuaded that what 
He has promised He is able also to perform. 

But secondly in the sphere of Christian prac- 
tice the innocents of Bethlehem present us with 
a kind of parable of the true nature and perfeo- 
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tion of the spiritual life. We must be converted 
and become like little children^ not only in faith, 
but also in our daily acts, words, and thoughts, 
A certain child-like simplicity of character, is 
inseparable from holiness of life. In the world 
qualities the very reverse of this form the object 
of men's praise and pursuit. The world's life is 
artificial and unreal in a certain degree ; ulterior 
aims, hollow pretences of friendship, self-seeking 
concealed under countless disguises, a critical and 
suspicious spirit, an unbelief in the real existence 
of goodness and truth, these things, and such as 
these abound in her; the disciple of Jesus Christ 
endeavours above all things to be thoroughly 
sincere, to be true to himself and to others, to 
free himself from selfish motives, to simplify as 
much as possible the tangled snare of life by a 
direct reference of everything that he does^ or 
suflFers to the glory of God and the salvation of 
his own soul and that of others. The worldly- 
minded regard his character consistently enough 
either as the result of an interested hypocrisy, 
or of a contemptible meanness of spirit ; they 
are eager at least to depreciate what they are so 
unable to understand. The world places a 
supreme value upon endowments external to the 
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sours welfare, strength of body, vigour of intel- 
lect, a high position in society, wealth with all 
its accompanying advantages, these are the goods 
on which she sets her heart, the passports to 
her favour, the standards by which she regulates 
her judgment of men and things ; the Christian 
is content to count all these things as loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our 
Lord; he bears within him the straightforwardness 
and the simplicity of childhood His serious 
hopes, and fears, and affections are centred on a 
single object, instead of being distracted and 
divided amid a multiplicity of aims; the accidents 
of his earthly lot are but as storms which agitate 
the surface of his life without making their way 
to the still depths which lie below. He is able 
to carry into mature age the comparative uncon- 
ciousness of the child, for he knows that what 
men call the stem realities of life are, when 
viewed in the light of eternity, of no deeper value 
than the passing joys and sorrows of childhood. 
He trusts and loves largely, for he has caught 
from the heart of his Redeemer something of 
that divine charity which accounts each human 
soul to be of incalculable value. He endeavours 
keep himself from an anxious out-looking on 
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the future, for he has learnt to look on God as 
his Father, not in word only but in deed. He 
lives as much as possible in the enjoyments and 
duties of the present, for the time is short, and 
the morrow is in God's hand. He is able to 
enter into the varied life which surrounds him 
on every side, for it does not so deeply engage 
his heart as to bring with it deep-seated care and 
disappointment. In short, whatever may befall 
him, he knows that he is the child of God, and 
that underneath are the everlasting arms. 

And when, my brethren, we contrast all this 
with the spirit of the world we cease to wonder 
that the words of the Apostle used in the past 
ages of Christianity should continually find their 
application in the history of the church, that at 
least at certain times and places, "not many wise 
**men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
" noble are called, but God chooses the foolish 
" things of the world to confound the wise, and 
" the weak things of the world to confound the 
" things which are mighty." Again and again does 
the litle captive maid of Godly Israel point out 
to her masters the true source of healing ; again 
and again does even the world take knowledge 
of unlearned and ignorant men that tiiey have 
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been with Jesus. " I have more understanding 
"than my teachers," says the Psalmist, "for 
*^ Thy testimonies are my study ;" and his words 
receive a daily fulfilment in the experience of 
mankind. The poor, the simple, the uneducated, 
are not unfrequently a standing rebuke to those 
who have greater light and less love ; how often 
by the fervency of their faith, the piety and sub- 
mission of their lives, their patient endurance of 
ills, do they point a practical and living solution 
of the problems which are harrassing the intel- 
lect and disquieting the heart of the learned and 
the noble ; the sight of a little child at its prayer 
is an argument which finds its way where words 
would fail to infiuence, and the life of multitudes 
who are children not in years but in guilelessness, 
is a testimony to the faith of Christendom not 
less convincing than that supplied by volumes of 
controversy — " Out of the mouth of babes and 
*^ sucklings God perfects praise." His kingdom 
is within the soul and conscience, it is independent 
of the outward trappings of intellect, and wealth, 
end power; these outward gifts too often clog 
and impede the free flow of grace ; used aright, 
indeed, they throw an additional lustre over the 
Christian life, and hold it up to the admiration 
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of ages ; we have no need to disparage the con- 
secrated intellect of a S. Augustine or the well- 
used power of a S. Lewis ; but such endowments 
as these are but the accidents of a saintly 
character, its vital essence is not only distinct 
from them, but often expands itself more freely 
without them. And do we not all of us, my 
brethren, bear testimony to this truth in the 
great crisis and turning points of our personal 
history ; do you not each one of you feel that 
you have that within you which transcends and 
is entirely independent of the various gifts of 
body or mind with which you have been blessed, 
the various offices and positions which you hold 
in society — that the things do not constitute that 
self which still remains with you when all these 
are stripped away ? do you not fall back at least 
in seasons of strange trouble and soul-conflict 
upon those great and simple truths, the belief in 
which you share with the youngest child, and 
the most unlettered peasant? do you not feel 
that these and these alone are strong enough for 
you to rest upon them all the weight of your 
existence, that without them your whole being is 
a moral chaos ? As you stand by the corpse of 
one whose life seemed almost a part of your own, 
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as the weak and failing body warns you of the 
approach of your own dissolution, into what utter 
insignificance do the distinctions and ambitions 
of this world drop ; but at such moments the 
succour and consolation of faith are at their high- 
est, and in the Creed of your childhood, and the 
Lord's Prayer, which you learnt at your mother's 
knee, you find that which explains, while it 
soothes, your present darkness and distress. 

Let us then, dear brethren, ask of God some 
share of that child-like simplicity of faith and 
life in which He delights, let us beg of Him to 
bless to us this day's Festival by imparting to 
us something Qf the youthful freshness and 
innocence of those fair flowers which as on this 
day He removed to Paradise ; let us strive by 
His grace to remove some of those stains which 
have in the course of years gathered on our 
baptismal garment that we too one day may be 
found, if not like the dear innocents without 
fault before the throne of God, yet with our robes 
washed and made white in the Blood of the 
Lamb. 
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Conversion not necessarily 
A Sudden Work. 

(COKYEBSION OF S. PAUL.) 

BY THE EDITOR. 



Acts iz. 21. 



" But all that heard Him were amazed, and said, Is not this he 
that destroyed them which called on this name in Jemsalem, and 
came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto 
the chief priests ?" 

What a wonderful change we read of here !— 
The man who had been a proud Pharisee, boast- 
ing of his zeal in the law, becomes a humble 
Christian, trusting only on the merits of Christ ! 
— He who had been zealous and active in per- 
secuting the followers of Jesus becomes a faithful 
preacher of the Gospel ! — He who had sat at the 
feet of Gamaliel, the great Jewish teacher, and 
had learned all that the wisest Jew could teach, 
finds that his greatest wisdom is foolishness — 
that he must at last himself become a learner at 
the Cross of Christ. 

And how quick a conversion I A journey from 
Jerusalem to Damascus — A sudden light from 
Heaven — The voice of the blessed Jesus speaking 
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to his soul, and the work is done, the conversioa 
is made, the change is accomplished I . 

And the world has never ceased to wonder^ 
Wherever the Gospel of Christ has been preached 
there has this wonderful tale been told, and if 
men marvel at nothing else they marvel at 
this — and if they learn no lesson from other 
parts of Scripture yet they take this home 
with them, and believe that the incidents 
are to be wrought over again with themselves — 
that a light will some day suddenly shine upon 
their souls. 

And we would certainly have men by no means 
to forget it The Church who so wisely instructs 
her children, and teaches them from the Word of 
God by her daily services, never fails to teach 
them, as the year comes round, concerning the 
conversion of S. Paul — and we who are here to*day 
are taught by the Church's collect to have his 
wonderful conversion in remembrance, and shew 
forth our thankfulness unto God for the same. 

But we must be careftil what we learn. Many 
seek to learn too much. They seek to gain com- 
fort for themselves from this part of the Word 
of God, and believe that God will work for them 
as he worked for S. Paul ; — ^that some such sudden 
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change will take place in them ; — ^that some 
sudden light will shine upon their souls from 
Heaven, and that they shall be converted and 
live. They will acknowledge to themselves that 
things are not all right with them at the present 
time, but they do not despair. S. Paul was con- 
verted, suddenly, in a moment, by the wonderful 
power of God — why should this not happen to 
themselves ? As sinners take comfort, and blind 
comfort it has proved itself to be with thousands, 
from the record given to us of the dying thief s 
repentance on the cross, and so have put off their 
repentance till their death bed — so I firmly 
believe that thousands have failed to live to God; 
that thousands have failed to str\ve against sin ; 
that thousands have died unsaved because they 
have waited, and to their eternal loss have waited 
in vain, for God to work for them as he worked 
for S. Paul. They have waited, and to their 
eternal loss have waited in vain, for a light to 
shine upon their souls which has never shone 
because they have expected God to work by more 
than ordinary means. 

But would I be understood to mean that men 
are not suddenly converted — ^that is that they do 
not all at once change their mode of life and leave 
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off sin ?— By no means, " With God all things 
ABB POSSIBLE.'* I would not teach you that a 
death bed repentance is impossible — ^but I would 
teach you on no account whatever, as you value 
the safety of your immortal soul, to put off re* 
pentance from day to day, thinking that it may 
be done at the last moment. So would I teach 
jrou, as you value the safety of your immortal 
50ul, by no means to expect a sudden conversion ; 
by no means to expect that your soul will undergo 
^ sudden change ; that your life, which should be 
A gradual, a daily, walking with God, a daily 
striving against sin, will by the power of God's 
Boly Spirit suddenly alter — that your evil pas- 
^sions will be quieted, that your love of sin will be 
turned into the love of God — for if you expect 
this you may expect in vain — if you wait forTihia 
you may wait for ever. 

Yes ! all things arc possible with God ! As by 
His mighty power He made the walls of Jericho 
to fall down in a moment, so can He pull down 
the walls of partition that still separate us from 
Him ! As he opened a passage for the children 
of Israel through the Red sea, which delivered 
them from Egypt, and made the waters of 
the Jordan to divide, which enabled His peopla 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



4i} 

to enter the land of Canaan, so can He by the sam^ 
wonderful power and in as miraculous a way, take 
us through the wilderness of this world, and lan4 
lis safely in Heaven ! As our Saviour once cured 
the sick, gave sight to the blind, and raised the 
dead, so can He in a moment now, by a touch, by 
award, heal the sin-sick soul, give sight to those 
who are spiritually blind, and raise those who are 
dead in trespasses and sins. As the Holy Spirit 
of God once in a visible shape descended upon the 
Apostles and made them speak with new tongues 
and prophecy — so could he descend now upon this 
congregation, and fit us in a moment for the lives 
we have to live, and the death we have to die. 
God is not changed. He is the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever. I do not believe that His 
hand is shortened that it cannot save, or His ear 
heavy that it cannot hear. I only caution you, 
my beloved brethren, against expecting that God 
will work for you miraculously or in any sudden 
manner. He can work as He worked once of old^ 
but He is much more likely to work, as He works 
every day, in what we call the natural order of 
His Providence. 

We should look into some of the circumstauces 
connected with the conversion of S. Paul, and 
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then I think we shall not fail to learn aright. 

1. There was required some such man as he to 
carry ihe light of the gospel into all the world. 
His character, his abilities, his zeal, his earn- 
estness, his devotion, his boldness, were just 
what the Lord required. But having been brought 
tip a Jew, having learned from the Jewish 
teacher Gamaliel — ^being as he describes himself, 
** circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of 
** Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of 
" the Hebrews, as touching the law a Pharisee" — 
S. Paul, being such as he was, was therefore 
spending his time and his energies against the 
Christian religion and God for his own purposes 
converted him to become a preacher of that Gospel 
which he despised, and to advance that Religion^ 
the promoters of which he so zealously persecuted. 
He was converted, not for the saving of his own 
soul, merely — ^but for the spread of the Gospel 
and for the salvation of other men. — Can S. Paul 
then be compared with ourselves, or the circum* 
stances of his conversion with those likely to be 
met with in our case ? 

2. It must be noted also that S. Paul was not 
converted from being a very wicked man, to be 
all at once a good, zealous, earnest lover of God. 
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As far as his knowledge went he was a good 
man before, and did that which in his conscience 
he believed to be right. He persecuted the Church 
of Christ, but he believed he was doing God 
service; and in his best days, after his conversion, 
when he could see his former state in its true 
light, he bore the testimony of himself, which no 
doubt is true to the very letter, that " touching 
the righteousness of the law" he was " blameless/* 
He was converted, but it was not from being a 
great sinner, to be a great saint, his was a con* 
version from one religion in which he had beeu 
brought up, to another which Christ would have 
him learn — exactly similar to what now would be 
the conversion of a good Jew to be a good Christ- 
ian — ^not answering, my brethren, surely, to the 
conversion of a man having lived all his life lu 
the light of tlie glorious Gospel, but being 
8unk in sin and iniquity, looks for something 
which shall make him love and serve the Lord, 
whom he has all his life-long neglected and 
despised. 

3. I think too that it is a mistake believing 
that even S. Paul became suddenly, all of a 
moment, what he afterwards imdoubtedly was, a 
perfect Christian — stablished, strengthened, and 
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settled. We are expressly told that S. Paul 
increasedin strength — that is in spiritual strength. 
**He grew," as Professor Blunt says in one of his 
sennons, ^*in grace gradually, he lived for several 
** years in private, before he became publicly known 
**a8 the great disciple of the cross. After it had 
** pleased God to call him by his grace he retired 
** to Arabia, and did not return to Jerusalem for 
<* three years, and then only for fifteen days, to 
** commune with Peter and James, no doubt for 
** edification, but he had been waxing stronger in 
^' the inner man meanwhile, till he was fitted at 
** last for the work he had to do.*' — We may add 
that he seems also previous to this, for three days 
to have had his time of darkness, and perhaps 
his time of doubt and despair. 

4. And tlien how was S.Paul converted? What 
were the means used ? It was a light from Heaven 
and the voice of Jesus — a light which he Iwd never 
seen before^ and a voice rchich he had never heard 
before. He had not been brought up as we have 
been, in the light of the Gospel — educated, trained 
up, in the religion of Christ, and hearing every 
day the voice of Jesus speaking to us by His 
miracles, and parables, and sermons, and dis- 
courses, and conversations. We^I^ maintain* 
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have had the light which shone upon S. Paul and 
blinded his eyes by its bright and strange splen- 
dour, shining upon us all our lives — ^from the very 
time that we could spiritually see anything at 
all. And the voice of Jesus, which startled and 
amazed him, we have had sounding in our ears 
by the loving tones of our parents, the earnest 
teaching of our masters and instructors, the 
faithful preaching of tlie ministers of Christ. 
There is no new light to shine upon us. There is 
no new voice to be heard. If the Jews would not 
hear Moses and the Prophets neither, said our 
Saviour, would they have been persuaded though 
one rose unto them from the dead. And if we 
do not see the light of the Gospel and hear the 
voice of Jesus in the preaching of His ministers, 
neither shall we be converted by any new light 
or any new voice. 

My dear brethren — converted indeed we must 
all be. Unless we are living to God we need 
conversion indeed I And God of His infinite 
mercy grant conversion to us all I but let us not 
look for anything sudden, anything new, anything 
strange. God works in the spiritual world, as 
gradually as He works in the natural world. The 
oak grows from the acorn day by day, and little 
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by little. The full grown corn, ready to be cut 
and harvested, has grown gradually, day by day, 
little by little, from the tiny seed which was put 
into the ground. So is it with the perfect Christ^ 
ian I So it is with the saved soul I 

And Grod works by the same means too. His 
sun shines upon the sprouting seed, upon the 
budding flower, and upon the growing tree. His 
rain imparts nourishment into the soil, and His 
dews and His frosts freshen and revive the fading 
leaf, and the drooping grass. So with the soul 
of man. The growth in grace is gradual, carried 
on by the slowest degrees — sometimes so slow 
that only the eye of God can see it But with 
many of us I hope is the growth no less sure, no 
less visible in God's sight. And this grace given, 
this growth begun, by the waters of Baptism, 
is carried on afterwards in childhood, in youth, 
in mature years, in old age, by the means of 
grace which God has appointed. And the means 
of grace are Prayer, public and private — the 
careful and diligent reading of God's Word — ^the 
preaching of the Gospel by the ministers of Christ 
— ^above all other things the frequent and constant 
receiving of the Blessed Communion of the Body 
and Blood of Christ. These means of grace to 
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the Christian's soul are like the rains and the^ 
winds, and the dews and the frosts, to the growing 
seed, and to the spreading tree. Without rain, 
and dew, and sunshine, the grass would wither and 
die — ^without the ordained means of grace, the dew 
of God's blessing — ^the soul will die also. But if 
we neglect the ordinary meansvfhich. God Himself 
has appointed — ^if we neglect Prayer, if we neglect 
to read the Word of God — if we fail to attend at 
His church, and turn our backs on the Lord's 
Table, why should we expect that God will work 
by any extrdordinary means. It may be that 
He mll^but it may much more likely be that He 
will not. 

In conclusion, my brethren, never forget what 
conversion is— never forget what the word means- 
It matters not whether it has been the work of a 
moment, or the work of years, or the work of a 
life-time — it means the same. It means a change 
of heart, a change of life, a change of the whole 
man. It must be a change that men can see, not 
merely a feeling of the mind, giving inward 
comfort. It must be a giving up of sin, and an 
active serving of God. All men by your manner 
of living shall know that you are disciples of the 
blessed Jesus. They must see that your conduct 
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IS BO uiiright, your hatred of sin so great, your 
love of God so earnest, the change in fact so 
manifest, that as in the case of S. Paul, they 
shall all be amazed and say with astonishment, 
*^ this hath Grod done !" for ** they shall perceive 
*^ that it is His work !" You may not be diflferent, 
BO it may seem, to-day^ to what you were yester^ 
day — but you may be different to-day to what 
you were years back. Your growth in grace may 
have been slow and gradual but it may yet have 
been certain — ^and God's Spirit working within 
you — not as He worked, suddenly and miracu- 
lously with the apostles of old on a certain 
Pentecost Sunday — ^but working within you as 
He works now, gradually^ by tlie ordained means 
of grace^ you shall arrive not indeed to a perfect 
state in this world, but a change shall be begun 
in you here which shall be perfected to your eter- 
nal happiness and welfare hereafter. 
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Churching of Women, 

(PUKIFICATION OF THE VIRGIN MAllY.) 

BY THE EDITOR. 



S, LuKB XI. 22, ?4. 



•* And wben the days of her purification, according to the law of 
Moses, were accomplished, tbey brought Him to Jerusalem \o 

present Him to the Lord.^. and to offer a sacrifice according; 

to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtle doyes 
or two young pigeons." 

To-day is the 2iid of February, on which we 
keep an important event connected with our 
Saviour's infancy, in which also His holy mother 
takes a prominent part. This day is called by 
two names which explain their own meaning. It 
is either : — 

1. The Presentation of Christ in the Temple. 

2. Or the Purification of S. Mary, the Virgin. 
And these two events are always kept on their 

proper day, the fortieth day after the birth of the 
Blessed Jesus, which comes on the 2nd of Feb- 
ruary. We will refer to-day to the Purification 
of the Virgin Mary. ^ , 
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Perhaps tliis event connected with the Blessed 
Tirgin is more interesting to us than it otherwise 
woxdd be because we have a service in these days 
exactly correspondmg with that which the Virgin 
Mary kept. The law for women in Jewish times 
is thus given to us — " And the Lord spake unto 
^^ Moses, saying, Speak unto the Children of 
•** Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived seed 
•** and born a man-child, then she shall be unclean 
'''seven days, and she^ shall then continue in the 
•''blood of her purifying three-and-thirty days; 
-"she shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come 
'" into the Sanctuary, until the days of her purify- 
■"ing be fulfilled. And when the days of her 
•"purifying are fulfilled, she shall bring a lamb 
■" of the first year for a burnt offering, and a 
■" young pigeon or a turtle dove for a sin offering, 
•" unto the door of the tabernacle of the congre- 
■"gation, unto the priest, who shall offer it before 
■" the Lord, and make an atonement for her; and 
""she shall be cleansed from the issue of her 
••'blood. And if she be not able to bring a lamb, 
^' then she shall bring two tm-tles or two young 
"pigeons, the one for the burnt offering and the 
•" other for a sin offering." 

Now for herself the Virgin Mary need not have 
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offered this sacrifice, nor need she have gone 
through this ceremony, for neither had she con- 
ceived in sin or had the bearing of her man-child 
— the Blessed Jesus — made her unclean. There^ 
was no need therefore for the service of her 
purification. Though Jesus was bom of a 
woman, according to the order and course of 
nature, yet He could not take up the words 
of the Psalmist as applicable to Himself, a» 
we all can, "Behold I was shapen in wicked- 
"ness, and in sin hath my mother conceived me.'* 
For in the Saviour was there no sin or taint of 
sin ; there was no original sin or sin belonging 
to His conception or birth, any more than there 
was afterwards actual or mlful sin. But should 
you not fully understand from this the nature of 
Christ, and be inclined to think that His nature 
was not like your own, I must remind you of 
that passage in Scripture where the writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews says that He — ^meaning 
Christ — ^was " in all things " (therefore of course 
from the desires and lusts of nature) " tempted. 
^* like as we are yet without sinJ^ He was both 
capable of sinning and liable to sin. The apostlea 
could say when addressing their hearers, "We 
^^ are men of like passions with you," meaning,. 
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that they were alike sinful and in need of a 
Saviour, but Jesus Himself, though a " man of 
^^like passions," yet was without sin. As the 
fifteenth article says, " Christ in the truth of our 
*^ nature was made like unto us in all things, sin 
**only except, from which He was clearly void 
**both in His flesh and in His spirit. He came 
** to be the Lamb without spot" 

It was the same also in other things. He came 
to fulfil the whole Law, so He was Himself cir- 
cumcised the eighth day ; was presented by Itis 
Mother to the Lord; to sanctify the waters of Bap- 
tism, was Himself baptized in the River Jordan, 
though He had no original sin to be washed away. 
And as an earnest that all those who were baptized 
should receive at Baptism the Holy Spirit of God, 
we hear, though in very truth there was no need, 
ss the Saviour was always before and after endued 
with the Holy Ghost, yet we hear that He did 
**in bodily shape like a dove," descend upon Him. 

It is interesting, too, from this ceremony of the 
Purification, to notice the poverty of the Virgin 
Mary, the Mother of our Lord. We know from 
many things in His after life how poor tlie 
Saviour was, for He says Himself, " The Son of 
^^ Man hath not where to lay His head;" but we 
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see here how poor He was alnxiysj how poor His 
parents were, for indeed had they been rich they 
would have been admitted into some better place 
at Bethlehem than a stable. And so when she 
went to perform the sacrifice of her Purification, 
the Blessed Virgin was unable to oflfer up the 
Xamb for a burnt offering and the young pigeon 
for a sin offering, but under the shelter of her 
poverty, and with the permission of the law, she 
brought (we are not told which, but she brought) 
a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons. 

It is marvellous, is it not? that the Saviour 
of mankind. Who also was the maker of the 
world, and the King of Heaven, and the Possessor 
of all things, should come down upon earth and 
have nothing, and enjoy notliing, not even what 
the poorest among us can have and enjoy? 
And so, though in a less degree, it was mar- 
vellous that the Mother of the Saviour, though 
there were many wealthy women among the 
Jews, should be one who could not afford to 
offer up for her Purification a lamb and a dove* 
Surely, my dear brethren, and I am speaking to 
those who can appreciate what I say, surely if 
anything will sanctify poverty and reconcile you 
to the want of everything but the vety necessaries 
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of life^ these considerations at least will have 
their full weight. You may be poor now, but i£ 
to the fulfilment of your other duties you add 
that of bearing your poverty well, then some day 
you shall be rich indeed; you shall have i^ 
heavenly house and heavenly treasures, nay, 
there shall be nothing in heaven and earth that 
you will want, for every wish and every desire^ 
shall be satisfied. 

Now this service of Purification, and the 
sacrifice which the Virgin Mary had to offer, was 
meant under the Jewish law partly as a thanks- 
giving to God for preservation under the perils 
and anxieties of child-bearing, and to this day 
we have a service among ourselves which, answer- 
ing to this under the Jewish law, is called, " The 
** thanksgiving of women after child-birth," 
commonly called, "The churching of women." 
And I think it something, in these days of lax 
attention to such things, that such a service as 
this, in our country parishes at least, should so 
regularly be observed. In such days as these, 
I repeat, when Holy Thursday, the day of our 
Lord's ascension into heaven, is passed over in 
many of these same country parishes without 
the slightest notice, I think that we. ought to 
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be very thankful that such a service as "The 
" churching of women," such a rite as that of , 
Confirmation, such a Sacrament as that of Bap- 
tism, should so generally be observed. 

And these services are now being observed 
still more strictly than ever, and are claim- 
ing for themselves their undoubted, right to 
be held during the assembly of the congre- 
gation for public worship. A few years back 
and children used to be brought to be admitted 
into the Church as if those who brought them 
were ashamed of their oflSce. The Font was 
placed in the most out of the way part of the 
sacred building, and the Sacrament of baptism 
performed at the close of the public services, after 
all the congregation had dispersed to their homes. 
The service of the Churching of women was 
treated in the same slighting way, although as 
you will see by the simplest glance into them, 
these same services are framed, supposing, that 
a congregation of people are assembled to join 
their united prayers to God for the gift of His 
blessing either upon the child brought to be 
baptized or upon the women who come to return 
God thanks. 

I know that there are some w;ho do not much 
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like these serrices taking place during the time 
of divine worship^ and I suppose that there are 
many others who do not fully appreciate them 
as they are beihg performed, and who think that 
the Christening of a neighbour's child, or the 
Churching of a neighbour's wife, can have little 
to do with themselves. But, my brethren, if we 
take these things into serious consideration, and 
we should never take these things anything but 
iseriously, we should soon feel that it fvas 9omething 
to us to join in the celebration of a neighbour's 
child bemg made a Member of our Saviour's 
Church, and in joining our thanks and praise to 
her own^ that a neighbour's wife had been saved 
from great and severe danger. We should learn 
from these services some solemn and useful 
lesson. From the one we might be led to wonder 
whether we had kept our own Baptismal vows, or 
performed our duties to those for whom we l^ui 
stood sponsors ; from the other whether we had 
no cause ourselves to render hearty thanks to 
Almighty God for any special mercies vouchsafed 
to us. 

As, too, the Jewish women at the time of their 
purification had to offer some sacrifice to God 
according to their means, a lamK or two turtle 
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that '^ the woman tbat Cometh to give her thanks 
^'mnst offer accnstomed offeringSi" which pr^b* 
tice is still observed. But the offering that, is 
now made to the minister who Churehea tlid 
woman is not made to him for the senlae whid^ 
he has jnst performed, but it is made as a1iiaok« 
offering to God, tfaongh eastern has now aathar« 
ised that the ofBciating minister recdveit. I 
shall be glad, my dear brethren, fi>r you td 
remember this, that your slight iffeting whictt 
you make at the time of your giving of thanks 
is intended to be, whatever you may mean it, a 
ihaiKk offering to Oodia the place of the lamb or 
the tartle-doves, or the pigeons, which according 
to their means the Jewish women were ordered 
to offer. 

The Psalm ont of tiie Churching service is vexy 
iBstruciave. It supposes that the woman Irho 
comes to return her thanks, had in her danger and 
trouble called upon Gtod to help her, ^^I found 
^trouble and heaviness, and I called upon the 
^^name of the Lord: Lord, I beseech Thee 
« deliver my soul.** ^ The snaxes of death com* 
^ passed me round about, and the pains of hell 
^< gat hold upon me.** Then it is supposed that 



92 

some joy and gladness, shall be felt after such 
mercy shown. ^< I am well pleased that the Lord 
"hatix heard the voice of my prayer, that He 
^^ hath inclined Hid ear nnto me, therefore will I 
f ^ call npon TTim as long as I live/' And not 
only is it right that joy and gladness should he 
.felt, bnt there shonld be great than^fnlnesQ to 
God and a willingness to do something for Him. 
<< What reward shall I give nnto the Lord for dil 
<<the benefits that He hath done nnto me?'^ 
And as the only thing that God require th is a 
holy life, the doing of His will, the fulfilling of 
the vows and promises made in trouble, the 
answer is, ^^ I will receive the Cup of Salvation 
<< foxd call npon the name of the Lord. I wiQ 
** pay my vows now in the presence of all His 
•'people in the courts of the Lord*s house." 
And so the Bubric orders that if there be a 
. Commxmion, it is convenient that the woman that 
Cometh. to give her thanks should receive it. 
And as no. one under such circumstances is to 
come before the XiOrd empty handed, therefore is 
she to bring het accustomed ofiering. 

And nitey such mercies received, after such a 
deliverance granted, does it not become a woman 
to offer to God, or, on His account to the priest 
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to whom she presents herself, some offerii^ 
Mcording to her means as the ontponring of a 
gratefnl heart? which offering shall please the 
Lord as the lamb, or the tartle-doves, or the 
yomig pigeons of the Jewish . women — ^nay, it 
shall, the offering of a Christian woman, <^ please 
<< the Lord better than a bnllock that hath horns 
^^and hoofe." And I ask again is it not fitting 
that snch a service as this should be performed 
in public^ in the presence of the assembly of 
Qod's people, and that neighbour should join 
with neighbour in giving thanks to God that 
He hath delivered such and such a servant of 
His out of great peril? and joining also in the 
prayer that she — nay every one who has received 
any such deliverance — should both faithfully live 
and walk according to God's will in this life 
present, and also may be partaker of everlasting 
glory in the life to come ? 
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THfi TW9 Places, 

(S. KATTBaO 

BY REV. JOHN B. DYKES, M.A., Mm. JD., 

{Vicar tf8. OnoMs, Durham:^ 



Acn I. 25. 
" That h« m%ht go to hifl own pUce.*' 

It was a sad and solemn occasion on which these 
woids were uttered. The apostolic company was 
met together for the purpose of selecting a man 
to. fill the vacancy caused by the untimely death 
of one of its own number. 

Occasions of this kind have always something 
mournful about thqm', when Death has made his 
first inroa4 into some little society banded to- 
gether for the advancement of one great And 
common object. True, such gatherings are some* 
times brightened by the encouraging memories df 
the virtues and good example of the departed; 
and, amid regrets for their own loss, the survivors 
are not unfirequently nerved to a more z^ous 
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6nd hopefal prosecution of tbeir work by thoughts 
of him who is gone. 

But here there were no such cheering reflec- 
tions to gild the gloom. Here was the little 
Christian company prayerful and expectant, but 
anxious; their Divine Leader removed from them^ 
tl^e Holt Ghost not yet come; commissioned to 
revolutionize the world: and one of themselves 
had proved a deserter, a traitor, an apostate. 
One in whom they had trusted so full^ as to 
make him their treasurer, their almoner, had 
basely deceived them, and by his fearM impiety 
and his awful and notorious death, had' brought 
the whole sacred cause^ as it would seem, into 
imminent peril. 

It was his place they had no^ to fill. There 
could, then, be no pleasing reflections connected 
either with his own life, or death, or present 
condition, to shed one ray of comfort or hope on 
his memory. 

i. What about his life ? 

His past history is here briefly referred to by 
S. Peter in the words, *' Judas, which was guide 
"to them that took Jesus." Mark you, not 
"guide to them" who loved and followed Jesus 
(ad an Apostle should have been), but " guide to 
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^^ them '' who hated, and captured, and slew 
Him. 

2. What about His death? 

His death is briefly related by S. Peter in . 
these words : ^^ This man purchased a field with 
^^ the reward of iniquity, and falling headlong he 
^^ burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels 
" gushed out" 

3. And what about his present state? 

This is solemnly hinted at in the words of my 
text — "That he might go to his own place," 
What place? Ah, brethren, may you and I 
never go there I 

But J wish to draw your attention for a few 
moments to these words, as they are very striking. 
The Apostles, you remember, are praying to be 
guided aright in making choice l)etween two men, 
^^ Joseph, sumamed Justus, and Matthias." The 
words of their prayer are to this effect, " Thou, 
" Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men^ 
" shew whether of these two Thou hast chosei^ 
"that he may take the place of this ministry 
" and apostleship, from which Judas fell away to^ 
*' go to his own place." 

Our own Bible version does not quite give the 
full force of the original here. It speaks of 
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Matthias ^^ taking part of the ministry and 
** apostleship from which Judas fell." The word 
^^part " should be ^^phce.^^ And what I want 
you to observe is this, that mention is here made 
of two places — " the place of ministry and 
" apostleship," which God had chosen for Judas, 
which was GocFs place ; and the mysterious 
and unmentioned place which Judas chose for 
himself, and which is here called ^^ his anmplaceJ*^ 
He deserted one to go into the other. He made 
his choice : by that he must abide. 

Had he remained faithfully in God's place 
— ^in the post assigned him by Christ — ^what 
would have been the end of his ministry ? His 
<* faithfulness in a few things" would have re- 
aolted in his being " ruler over many things." 
He. was elected to one of the twelve apostolic 
thrones, to a place of regal dignity, of exalted 
luqp^iness, of unutterable glory and majesty in 
the world to come. But he faUed in his trusts 
lie took his own way, and went to ^^ his own 
" place." " Good were it for that man if he had 
"never been born !" 

Now let us think how it was, that one living 
80. close to Chbist, in daily personal intercourse 
Irith Him, fell away so woefully and irretrievably. 
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Very little is told us of his personal history. We 
are startled, all at once^ by finding how cheap 
he holds his Divine Lord. He has set his heart 
upon a certain field, he must have it, even 
although he has to betray his Master to get the 
money. He obtains his money, and buys the 
coveted field. And how much joy does it bring 
him? He goes down to claim it as his own, 
and there, in an agony of frenzied remorse, he 
hangs himself, leaving his field defiled with the 
mangled and mutilated corpse of its impious 
owner. 

But this betrayal of his Lord was simply the 
determining crisis of his life, i^is final act of 
unfaithfulness was but the natural result of a long 
haUt of unfaithfulness. He seems to have been 
throughout a self-seeking man. He liked the 
thought of the future throne and kingdom, but 
he did not like the preliminary probation. He 
found by degrees that his <^ place of ministry 
" and apostleship *' assigned him by Chbist in* 
volved the " loss of all things.'* He had not 
bargained for that. Even the little earnings 
and savings of the Twelve, the very alms and 
offerings given to them by the faithfdl, he found 
were to be devoted, not to their own use but to 
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the relief of the poor. He cotdd not see the reason 
of this. He was no advocate for extravagance; but 
to make Mm provision for the future was abso- 
lutely needful. So^ his good business habits seem- 
ing to point him out for the post, he contrived 
to be made treasurer of the little Company, and 
thus found opportunities for looking after his 
own interests, and reserving something for him- 
self. Instead of planning how their small savings 
might be best disposed of for the welfare of the 
poor^ he begins to think how they may be dis- 
posed of so that he himself msj secure something. 
^^His eyes are set against the poor," and thus 
against CfimsT the Guardian and Bepresentative 
of the poor. The wants of the poor (that is, of 
Christ) come into collision with his own wants. 
He must sacrifice himself or hia Master, and he 
chooses to sacrifice Chbist. 

Did not He " Whose eyes are as a flame of 
^* fire," an4 ^* Whose eyes consider the poor,** 
observe every mite that His faithless steward waa 
withholding from Himself? Did He not note 
whether the poor were recei^gftheir rights from 
His Apostle ? 

It is very sttSldti^ how God is represented aa 
jealoQsfy wlltching the poor, and resenting any 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



100 

injory done to them ; and how, m this particular 
instance, it is the wrong secretly practised upon 
them which first awakens His anger. You 
remember S. John's significant and half-con- 
temptuous comment on the words of Judas when 
he saw Mary's precious gift poured on the feet 
of Jbsus, ^^ This ointment might have been sold 
<^for much, and given to the poor/' " Not that 
^' he cared for the poor 1" adds S. John; " but he 
^<was a thief, and kept the bag, and bare (JLe. 
made away with) " what was put therein," 

JHow does that Psalm open (the forty-first) 
which our Lord quotes as prophetic of Judas? 
^^ Blessed is he that considereth the poor and 
*^ needy, the Lord shall deliver him in the time 
^* of trouble." It goes on to speak of the wretched 
man who does not consider the poor, it tells of 
lis treachery: "If he cometh to see me, he 
" speaketh vanity, he deviseth mischief against 
*^ me ; yea, even mine own familiar friend whom 
^' I trusted, which did eat of my Bread, hath 
*' lifted up his heel against me." And it hints 
at the terrible judgment awaiting him at the 
Besurrection, " Raise Thou Me up, and I skull 
*^ reward (or requite) him.^] 

S. Peter, in the address from which my text 
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is taken^ quotes two other Psalms as likewise 
prophetic of him. He recites from Psalm oix, 
the words, "His Bishopric let another man take'^ 
— words bearing on that very work in which 
himself and his brethren were then engaged, 
yiz. the handing on the Apostolic succession* 
Now in this Psalm, again, we read of Messiah's 
enemy "rewarding Him evil for good," and 
^'persecuting the poor.^^ We read that his ill- 
gotten gains shall do him no good, for that 
"the extortioner shall consume all that he hath,'^ 
" his children shall be beggars and vagabonds ;'^ 
"there shall be no man to pity him or his 
" fatherless children ;" " in the next generation 
" his name shall be clean put out." He shall 
die the death of the cursed (for " he that is 
" hanged is accursed of God ") : and the curses 
which he has brought upon himself " shall come 
" into his bowels like water, and lik^ oil into his 
"bones.". 

The LXix. Psalm speaks of "the things which 
"should have been for his wealth being unto 
**him an occasion of falling;" of his going on 
"from one wickedness to another;" of "God's 
"wrathful displeasure" at last "taking hold 
"upon him;" of his being "wiped out of the 
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*^ Book of the Living, and not written among tiie 
•** righteous," 

So that we see, a little nnfaithfiilness in money 
matters, a little selfish disregard for the poor, 
led on to the hopeless ruin of this Apostle. He 
^< fell from one wickedness *to another,^ till he 
was finally blotted out of the Book of the Living, 

Now, my dear friends, do not go away with 
the impression that there was anything very 
exceptional about the case of Judas, and that 
there is no fear of yourselves sharing in his 
doom. There was nothing very exceptional 
about it. He was not worse than thousands of 
Christians. Nor is their sin different in kind or 
degree from his. The singularity of his case is 
simply this, thatweare able to ^e^ his sin in its true 
character, with the vail drawn off, and its intrinsic 
nature exposed; to view its fearful heinousness and 
miserable results, and to hear with our own eaf s 
eHBisT's solemn word of doom, "Gk)od were it for 
'^ that man if he had never been born." Here is 
one of God's terrible pictures. In it he points 
out and explains to us what sin in the Christian 
isy and what it leads to. It matters not whe&er 
Chbist is visibly manifested in human flesh or 
ot, the sin against Him is equally great. He 
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is betrayed by falthleBS disciples no less now 

that He is in Heaven than He was by Judas when 

on earth. The very psalms which tell of his 

'wickedness do not speak of him only in the 

singular number, they speak of multitudes as 

] inyolved in the veiy same sins and as expectants 

' of the same punishment 

He was not always a bad man. He was once 
held in high respect by the whole company of 
the Apostles, yea, by our Lord Himself Who 
, speaks of him in the Psalm as ^^Mine own 
; ^^ familiar friend whom I trusted." He had, as 
.we all have, his weak points of character : and 
QoDf in order to perfect what was lacking in 
\ him, placed him in circumstances where he would 
\ be gently tried and disciplined. He was sub- 
jected, as every Christian must be, to temptation, 
^ in order that by using the helps which Gtod ever 
, provides, he might learn to master the temptation, 
\ and receive the blessing promised ^^ to him that 
<< overcometh." But he yielded, instead of over- 
coming ; and, yielding in one thing, he learned 
to yield in others also ; falling, as the Psalm 
says, ^^ from one wickedness to another," till he 
fell past recovery. 
And how many are doing just the su^e ? How 
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many of you, my brethren and sisters in Christ, 
are habitually yielding, Judas like, to some secret 
temptation which you know you could overcome 
if you chose, but which you will not take the 
trouble to overcome, and have not the will to 
overcome, and are thus daily losing the power to 
overcome. * It matters not whether it is dishonesty, 
untruthfulness, gluttony, intemperance, impurity, 
profanity, to which you are tempted; if any of 
you are treacherously yielding, and not vigorously 
striving in God's Name and strength to overcome 
the tempter, you are simply becoming another 
Judas, betraying your Master. You will not obey 
Him implicitly. You will be His disciple, and 
will work for Him, perhaps be active and zealous, 
but you will have some reserves from Him. You 
cannot afford to give Him your whole heart, your 
whole allegiance, your whole will. You cannot 
part with this darling lust, this cherished bad 
habit which has become almost part of yourself. 
You do not wish to be wholly Christ's. This 
would involve a sacrifice which you are not pre- 
pared to make. You must reserve some little 
comer of your being for yourself; in other words, 
for the Devil. If so, you are neither better nor 
worse than Judas. You are just as untrue to 
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Jrotir Lord as he. His whole fault was that he 
would reserve something for himself. He would 
have something of his onm apart from Christ. 
He must have his own will in some matters. So 
he went his own way, and ended by going to his 
eww place. 

' Here is the moral of the whole sad story. We 
fcannot go to Christ's Holy Place by our own 
way. He must lead us at every step. We must 
have no reserves from Him. K we take our own 
way, follow our own course, we must abide by the 
consequences, and go to ot^ own place. I know 
Christ's way looks uninviting sometimes, our 
own way very pleasant He Himself tells us 
that the one is strait and narrow and lonely, 
the other wide and broad and full of people. We 
catch, perhaps, a glimpse of the Cross at the end 
of one, not so at the end of the other ; for the 
crosses on that road are so veiled and garlanded 
that we cannot discern them. But can we evade 
the Cross by taking the broad road? No. For 
a time we may ; and all may seem smooth and 
pleasant. But come it will. And we shall find 
that we have only run away from Christ's sweet 
Cross, to meet one made by ourselves and Satan. 
Yes, for on his broad road he is ever and anon 
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compelling us to make crosses for ourselves, and 
then he gibbets us thereon. Here is another 
terrible lesson which Judas' history teaches us. 
He tried to evade Chbibt's Cross, so he. died 
miserably on the cross he made for himself. He 
died by his own hand, in his own field, on his own 
gallows. S. Matthias and he both hung, like 
their Master, upon the tree of shame; only one on 
Christ's Cross, one on his own. The latter went 
by his own way to " his own place," the former 
went by his Master's way to his Master's Place 
of everlasting Peace* 

God give us all grace to overcome self, to 
subdue our unruly flesh with its affections and 
lusts, to be evermore true and loyal to our Divine 
Lord, and to make His word and will the one 
only rule and law of our life; and may He bring 
us at last by His own way to His own blessed 
Place, through Jestjs Christ, 
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The Mother of Jesus, 

(The Annunciation of the Blessed Vieoin Maet.) 
BY REV. JOHN B. DYKES, MA., Mus. Doc.^ 

(Jkar ofS, Oswald' s^ Durham.) 



S. Luke i. 2%, 

^' And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord ; be it unto me 
according to Thy word," 

Although the present festival brings before ns, 
in some special way, the great cardinal doctrine 
of the Incarnation, the central truth of Bevelationj 
although, therefore, like all the Church's festivals, 
it directs our gaze primarily to Him Who at this 
time, that He might deliver man, "did not abhor 
"the Virgin's womb;" — ^j-et, as it is a day pecu- 
liarly associated with thoughts of her whom " all 
"generations shall call blessed;" as it is known 
by the names " Lady Day," " the Annunciation 
" of our Lady," " the Annunciation of the Blessed 
" Virgin Mary," I will take the opportunity of 
speaking a few words in reference to that honoured 
Maiden who was at this time the subject of the 
mysterious overshadowing by the Holy Ghost. 
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How much we should all like to know some- 
thing of her early history, the circumstances 
under which she was trained and fitted for the 
overwhelming destiny awaiting her. But nothing 
is revealed. 

We see her not till we hear of her being 
espoused to a man of the name of Joseph^ of the 
royal family of David. 

She has reached the years of early womanhood. 
She is alone, possibly engaged in devotion, al- 
though this is not told told us. A sudden blaze 
of light fills her solitary chamber, and she finds 
herself face to face with an Angel. It is the 
Angel Gabriel, who had been sent in former times 
to give the prophet Daniel skill and understanding 
in reference to the mysterious future of the chosen 
Bace, who had appeared recently to Zacbarias, 
and announced the birth of the Baptist, striking 
the aged priest dumb because he believed not the 
heavenly message, it was ^ who now stood before 
the lowly Jewish maid. 

And how does this mighty Archangel, " who 
** stands in the presence of GK)D," open his salu- 
tation ? " Hail thou that art highly favoured" — 
or " full of grace," as the Latin version reads it — 
^* The Lord is with thee, Blessed art thou among 
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<* women !" Never, surely, since the world began 
was such a reverent salutation from one of God's 
highest Archangels coming directly from the pres- 
ence of God, bestowed on any daughter of Adam. 
Well might the lowly maid be overpowered by 
such a greeting. The dazzling majesty of the 
celestial visitant, and the deep sense of her own 
unworthiness terrify her. " When she saw him, 
*^ she was troubled at his presence," and began 
to "cast in her mind," what the salutation 
might mean. With re-assuring accents the 
Angel addresses her, " Fear not, Mary, for thou 
*^hast found favour with God; and, behold, thou 
^* shalt conceive in thy womb, and shalt bring 
*^ forth a Son, and shalt call His Name Jesus* 
" He shall be great. And He shall be called the 
** Son of the Highest. And the Lord God shall 
"give unto Him the Throne of His father David, 
" And He shall reign over the house of Jacob for 
" ever; and of His kingdom there shall be no 
"end." 

And now, mark the strong faith of this won- 
drous maiden — the invariable accompaniment of 
genuine humility, humility which, distrusting 
self, clings and trusts implicitly to God. She 
^* staggers not " at this amazing " Promise of 
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<^GoD, through unbelief;" but abides "strong 
*4n faith," "fully persuaded that what Goi> 
*'hath promised He is able also to perform." 
She noieekly, therefore, enquires of the Angel 
hovo this Mystery is to be brought about, seeing 
that she is yet unmarried, and that something 
whispers to her inmost spirit that such a Birth 
can result from no mere earthly and natural 
generation. The Angel finding her thus pre- 
pared to accept the whole truth, proceeds with 
his astounding revelation : 

" The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and 
*^the Power of the Highest shalt overshadow 
*Hhee. Therefore also that Holy Thing which 
** shall be bom of thee shall be called tlie Son of 
" God." Yes, awful, inscrutable truth — ^the Son 
of GaD, and yet " born of thee " : issuing from 
thy virginal bosom, and yet, not the less " very 
" God of very God." 

To strengthen a faith which might well have 
given way under the crushing weight of an an- 
nouncement so glorious and inconceivable, and 
also as a sign for the fulfilment in its time of 
the Mystery of " God made flesh," the Angel 
encouragingly refers her to the state of her 
** cousin Elizabeth," who in her old age had by 
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the power of God received strength to con- 
ceive; — adding, "for with God nothing shall be 
*^ impossible." 

" And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the 
" Lord: be it unto me according to thy word^ 

moment of supreme interest in the history 
of man's Redemption ! For a brief space, the 
Salvation of the world was hanging upon the 
will of a poor country girl. This may sound 
strange: but it is true. There must be the 
willing surrender of the human instrument, 
before God can employ it. The hands of the 
Omnipotent are tied, when the creature mis- 
trusts, or hesitates to respond to. His Word. 
He ^^can do no mighty n>orh^'* when there is 
** unbelief" in those through whom, or upon 
whom. He wills to work. But here, in this 
"humble and meek" one, there was just that 
strong, self-forgetting, unquestioning faith which 
He needed; that entire trust in His Power, 
that complete repose in His goodness, that 
absolute acceptance of His word, that perfect 
linking and clasping of her will with His Will, 
which He looked and longed for — so that every 
bar to the consummation of the Mystery was 
removed. " The Angel departed from her." 
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And already the Celestial Overshadowing had 
taken place : already was Incarnate Ood being 
secretly formed within her : already had man's 
Bedemption and the Salvation of the world 
begnn to be realised. 

But whenever God greatly graces, there He 
greatly tries. . And Blessed Mary had to dis- 
cover that, although she was to be the honoured 
instrument of bringing Life and Joy into the 
world, and so of counteracting the mischief 
wrought by her forerunner Eve, who had brought 
in Death and sorrow, yet was she to have no 
personal immunity from the woes entailed upon 
the race by the natural " Mother of all living/* 

Her humility and meekness, her patience and 
faith, have to be subjected to the severest tests. 
God will gradually perfect His work in her: 
He will purge her as gold, and make her 
thoroughly worthy of Himself. 

She is to bring forth a Son. The Angel tells 
her that her Child is to occupy the Boyal Throne 
of David, that He is to be " Great," to be 
*^ called the Son of the Highest," to reign for 
ever, to be the Founder of an Everlasting 
Kingdom. Then what will her position be? 
Surely, she must have been more than human, if 
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such a question never arose in her mind. As a 
presage of what was to come, while paying the 
visit to her cousin Elizabeth, she hears her old 
friend and relation reverently designate her as 
'^ the Mother of my Lord^'* Tea, she learns that 
the very babe in Elizabeth's womb has " leaped " 
in sacred joy and lowly obeisance before the 
Eternal King Who, in the secret place of His 
Tabernacle, was yet being " fearfully and won- 
** derfuUy made." 

Well, the time of the Nativity draws near; 
and with it, a first great trial of faith. Surely 
some fitting mansion will be prepared by God, 
or Angels, or men, in which to receive this 
"King of all the earth/' But, no. He cornea 
homeless into the world. She brings Him forth 
in a stable. A manger is His cradle. The ox 
and the ass His attendants. But brighter times, 
perchance, will come. Nay : very soon she, 
her husband, and her Babe have to fly for their 
lives. On their return, they continue to live on 
in an obscure village. Year passes year: still 
no prospect of Boyalty. Like other Jewish 
boys, the Son of Mary pursues his father's trade. 
They are too poor to obtain for Him any higher 
post or dignity. F&r thirty long years this state 
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of things lasted. Here was this wondrous Son, 
about Whom so much had been predicted, living- 
on, a simple, quiet, retiring youth, unknown 
beyqnd His own village, and even there held in 
no esteem. True, His Mother gathered up His 
deep sayings and pondered them in her heart. 
But that this constant daily intercourse with 
her Divine Child was in itself no natural aid to 
faith we learn from this astounding fact recorded 
by the Holy Ghost, that even " His brethren (}) 
"did not believe in Him," — that bodily familiarity 
with His outward presence was no aid to the foster- 
ing of a faith in His Divine Person and Mission. 
At last comes His Baptism. He is now defi- 
nitely called and set apart by God to His special 
ministerial work. The Marriage Feast of Cana 
takes place, symbolical of our Lord henceforth 
leaving earthly father and mother, and cleaving 
to His Spouse, the Church. The Mother trust- 
ing to the natural relationship between herself 
and her Son, and remembering His unswerving 

(1) The generally received opinion in the earliest ages of the 
Church with regard to these ** Brethren of the Lord" was, that 
they wore the sons of Joseph by a former wife, before he esponsed 
the Blessed Virgin. See the authorities in Prof. Lightfoot's Com- 
mentary on the Ep. to the Galatians : Dissertation iL *' On the 
Brethren of the Lord." ^ . 
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obedience and filial devotion in their cottage 
home, gently expresses her wish in matters out- 
side the sphere of her own maternal rule and 
concern; and is at once met by the new and 
unlooked for rebnke, " Woman, what have I to 
"do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come."* 
Words which seem to say. Old things are 
passed away. I cannot recognise thy authoritjr 
in the affairs of the Kingdom. Here thy natu- 
ral relationship gives thee no claim upon Mjr 
regard, beyond that which is possessed by any 
other daughter of Eve. In the earthly home I 
obeyed thee as Son. In the new Home I am 
entering, thou must obey Me as thy God. If 
thou wouldst be " blessed " for ever, it will not 
be because thy womb bare Me, or thy paps gave 
Me suck, but because thou hast obeyed My voice. 
"My mother and My brethren are they who 
" hear the Word of God and keep it." 

My friends, we can little conceive the keen 
trial to faith which all this weary waiting, in the 
first stages of our Lord's life, must have been to 
His Mother, nor the still sharper trial to her 
faith, her humility and meekness, which this 
second stage must have proved. After thirty 
years of patient tarrying for the Coming King- 
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dom, to find it, now at its inauguration, so mean 
in outward show ; to find herself, moreover, not 
only with no recognised position in it, as Mother 
of the Founder, but even separated, as it would 
seem,b7anewchasmfromHim;tohavethestrange 
stern truth gradually unfolded to her (for this is 
the burden of our Lord's whole teaching con- 
cerning her) that the natural tie uniting herself to 
her Son carries with it no one single title to place, 
or precedence, or authority in His Kingdom, but 
that her position must depend solely on her own 
tise of God's wondrous grace, her own inward 
correspondence with His goodness to her, and on 
the measure in which she has personally and 
experimentally *' heard and kept" that Word 
which shall judge her at the last day. 

But her greatest trial remains behind. The 
aged Symeon had told her that " a sword should 
** pierce through her own soul." She had abeady 
quailed under its keen edge. She had already been 
pierced and probed by the sharp questionings of 
doubt, by the poignant pangs of hope deferred, 
and biting sorrow. She has now to feel that 
two-edged blade penetrating deeper, and cutting 
to the very quick her quivering soul and spirit 
Her Son, according to the Angel, was to be 
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honoured and worshipped, to occupy David's 
Royal Throne, to reign for ever. But, (oh I 
terrible mystery) instead of this, in the very 
prime of life, she has to see Him doomed to 
death. Yea, she has to behold Him " despised 
" and rejected of men, a Man of sorrows and 
" acquainted with grief;" to see Him laughed to 
scorn, betrayed, forsaken, scourged, lacerated with 
thorns, nailed to the bloody Cross, a companion 
of thieves, hanging between heaven and earth, 
accursed of GrOD and man. Oh, who can read 
those simple words, " Now there stood by the 
" Cross of Jesus His Mother," without feeling the 
terrible nature of the conflict she was being 
called upon to undergo, the awful sternness of 
that discipline whereby divine love would try 
and perfect her. 

But Holy Scripture tells us nothing about her 
inward feelings and experiences, it hangs a deep 
veil over all ; it reveals not to us the effect of 
this burning furnace on her soul, and of her 
emergence therefrom like "gold purified seven 
^^ times in the fire;" or yet the unutterable glories 
which her afflictions have wrought out for her — 
how God proved her, and found her worthy of 
Himself. 
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Let us only strive to imitate her faith, her 
lowliness and meekness, meekness which trust- 
fully receives from Qod's hands the most 
transcendent favours and the deepest sufferings 
•and humiliations, and fve^ too, shall like her be 
•exalted by Him Who hath said, ^^ My mother 
" and My brother are they which hear the word 
^^ of God and keep it" 

Fain would I here leave her, awaiting in bliss, 
with all saints the glorious day of her espousals 
«,nd coronation, when, not on the ground of her 
exalted natural dignity as Mother of Incarnate 
God, but on the simple ground of her faithful 
use of grace given; not, as S. Augustine says, for 
conceiving Chbist in her womb, but for con- 
<5eiving Him in her heart, she will take her place 
as the first of all saints, the most sorely tried, 
the most humble and meek, therefore the most 
abundantly rewarded and highly exalted. Fain 
would I here leave her, nor sully her gentle 
name by associating it with anything sinful. 
But I cannot, I dare not, quite dismiss the 
subject, without adding one word to express the 
sorrow and pain which we, as Christians and 
Oatholics, ought to feel at the thought that her holy 
Jiiemory has been and k abused by the Devil as a 
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means of dishonour and indignity to her Divine 
Son. 

If Holy Scripture be true, if the teaching of 
the ancient Church be true, the modern system- 
atized devotion to the Blessed Virgin, the modern 
theory, too, which seems to have apportioned to 
her in the economy of Grace a distinct office on 
the ground of her Maternity, as Mediatrix between 
ourselves and her Divine Son — all this, however 
widespread it may unhappily have become, is 
not only absolutely unjustifiable, but perilously 
sinful. 

The early ages of the Church knew nothing of 
this. When this new form of illicit and senti- 
mental devotion to the creature first began 
tentatively to show itself in the fourth century 
(as our Lord's significant and half-prophetic 
words to His Mother strangely seem to indicate 
that it jvould ere long show itself) it was sternly 
denounced by the Fathers of the Church as 
eimply idolatrous. 

I well know that devotion to the Mother of 
God has been insisted on as a safeguard and 
defence of the doctrine of the Incarnation. Pro- 
bably it has to a certain extent served this 
purpose, and acted as a temporary stay. But, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



120 

like all mere human supports, it cannot stand. 
Being in itself unsound, it must give way; and 
then what will become of the Christianiiy of 
those countries, where the very central Truth of 
the Gospel has been propped and buttressed up 
by means of a lie ? 

But I will say no more on so sad a theme, on 
this Holy Feast of the Annunciation. In the 
Church of England, our danger does not lie in 
the direction of over-exalting the saintly Virgin, 
but, by a natural re-action from excesses elsewhere, 
of forgetting her, and withholding from the 
holiest and most blessed of womankind that 
mede of affectionate reverence which is her due. 

Cherish we ever lovingly and gratefully the 
memory of her gentle holiness, of her spotless 
purity, of her profound humility, of her wondrous 
meekness. Let her history, too, remind us (as I 
have said) that wherever God signally graces, 
there He signally tries; and that if suffering and 
humiliation were necessary for the perfection of 
her whom " all generations shall call blessed," 
they must be no less needftd for us ; and that if 
God dearly loves us. He will chasten us "even 
" as a father the child in whom he delighteth." 

And whether He call us to joy or sorrow. 
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whether to some unlooked for dignity and success, 
or to some crushing humiliation and trial^ learn 
we humbly and meekly to acquiesce, with'that 
trutsful repose, that self-forgetting resignation 
of soul which breathed forth in the memorable 
words, " Behold the handmaid of the Lord ; Je 
" it unto 7ne according to Thy Toord.^^ 
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Earnestness in Faith. 

(S. Mark.) 
BY REV. EDWIN C, COLLARD, 

(Vicar ofAUvn Pancrca^ Dorset.) 



2 Timothy it. 11. 

•** Take Mark, and bring him with thee ; for he is profitable to me 
for the ministry."* 

L — ^We are told but little in Holy Scripture 
respecting the Evangelist, St. Mark. His name 
occurs only some four or five times in God's 
Word. This much, however, we do read of him: 
It was to the house of his mother, Mary, that St. 
Peter went, upon being delivered by the Angel 
from prison. It was St Mark, whom Barnabas 
and Saul took with them on their return from 
•Jerusalem to Antioch. It was St. Mark, whom 
^^ Paul thought not good to take with them," be- 
iCause he had " departed from them from Pam- 
^' phylia, and went not with them. to the work." 
It was St. Mark respecting whom, on this very 
account, " the contention " between the Apostles 
-'^was so sharp," ^Hhat they departed asunder 
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" one from the other/' Barnabas taking Mark 
with him and sailing ^^ unto Cyprus." 

And once more. In spite of his having 
been at the commencement of his ministry so 
greatly in fault, it is of the same blessed saint, 
that St. Paul in the text, warmly and approv- 
ingly speaks, when to St. Timothy he writes, 
" Take Mark, and bring him with thee ; for he is 
^' profitable to me for the Ministry." 

II. — At one time, then, words of blame and 
disapproval are spoken of him, ^^he departed 
" from them . . . and went not with them to 
the work"; at another, words of approval and 
commendation are used, " he is profitable . . . 
" for the Ministry." Now, how is this ? . How 
can we reconcile these things ? 

Plainly, it was no want of earnestness in the 
work, no failing faith. For though he left Paul 
and Barnabas in Pamphylia, yet he left not the 
work. Immediately after, we find him going with 
Barnabas to labour in Cyprus.^ The explanation 
then, is no doubt this. Pamphylia and the 
countries beyond were wholly Gentile regions; 
Cyprus, on the other hand, had a large Jewish 
population. And St. Mark, not yet freed from 
his old deep Jewish prejudices and predilections. 
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not yet grasping in its fullness, that God had 
now broken down the middle wall of partition, 
and that henceforth, to Jew and Gentile alike, 
the glad tidings of the Gospel should be preached — 
St. Mark, I say, not yet fully understanding and 
accepting this, as the Apostles did, refuses to go 
into Gentile countries to preach the Gospel in 
them, but will labour for the salvation of his own 
people only. By and bye, however, this blind- 
ness has passed away, this prejudice is no more 
seen. He has learnt that of a truth there is 
henceforth no difference in the sight of God 
. between Jew and Gentile, that to Him both are 
alike. And so, now it is that his old stern 
master can say of him, " He is profitable to me 
"for the ministrj\" There is still the same 
earnestness of purpose, the same readiness for 
work, as of old, but more light, and knowledge, 
and gentleness, and love therewith. 

The prejudices of the Evangelist and his con- 
duct in consequence, had once been a source of 
contention between Paul and Barnabas ; but 
now he is held up, and that, too, by the one then 
most agrieved, as a very pattern to the servants 
of God, as " profitable for the ministry." 

He had ever been an earnest manj we cannot 
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doubt it. For when Paul rejected him, Barnabas 
took him. And now^ the great Apostle in the 
closing days of his ministry, earnestly desires 
his presence with him. 

III. — Here then, dear brethren, is a very 
simple and useful lesson for us. It is this, — the 
earnest mmdy though for a time warped by strong 
prejudices, will at length by God's mercy be 
blessed with greater light and knowledge. 

Nay, we see the very same kind of thing true 
in 8. Paul himself. Though he had been a cruel 
and bitter persecutor of Q-od's people, yet having 
"lived in all good conscience before God," he 
at length "obtained mercy." He had erred 
" ignorantly, in unbelief." 

And now let us bring this matter home to our- 
selves. Are we not apt to be filled with deep 
prejudices? Are not our views too often very 
narrow? Are not our predilections sometimes 
very unreasoning? No doubt they are. Can 
we, however, dare believe that we are, at least, 
downright sincere in what we hold, and earnest 
in what we profess ? Can we think of ourselves, 
that certainly we are consistent in our views? 
Do we know that we are ready to make sacrifices 
for them ? The blind prejudices of S. Mark, con- 
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^istently held as they were, cost him something. 
It must have been a bitter moment his leaving 
the apostles, when he departed from them from 
Pamphylia. He cannot have left S. Paul with- 
out many a sharp pang ? Sincere and earnest 
then he was, we cannot doubt it. 

I do not say, (God forbid,) that it matters not 
what a man holds, so long as he is sincere. But 
I do say this, that with the example of S. Mark 
before us, we may be sure that where there are 
sincerity and earnestness, there Gon, in His 
own good time and in His own blessed way, will 
give more and clearer light, and fuller and 
higher knowledge. 

Aye, and specially valuable, at such a time as 
this, is the thought that God's blessing certainly 
does rest upon those who are earnest and sincere, 
even though of imperfect knowledge and but 
feeble in faith. In thesp days of much uncer- 
tainty, doubt, and unbelief, what a comfort it 
must be to many a poor unsettled soul, to many 
a questioning spirit, to many a troubled mind, 
to be able thus to think, " Ah, though I can- 
" not see this quite as I could wish, though I fear 
"my knowledge is all imperfect, though I know 
" that my faith is indeed most feeble, vet God, 
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" Thou, Who knowest all things, knowest that I 
" earnestly deske fuller understanding, and sin- 
" cerely long for greater faith. ' Lord I believe^ 
" ^help thou mine unbelief.' " 

Whatever then be our imperfections, whatever- 
our blinded notions, whatever our uncharitable- 
opinions, (tod grant that at least they may be- 
held in all true earnestness and perfect sincerity I 
Many enough there are steeped, like S. Mark,, 
in deep, strong prejudices. Oh would that there 
were more like him of strict consistency, of endur-^ 
ing faith, of burning zeal ! More, who could justly- 
exclaim with his great Master, '^ Our rejoicing is; 
" this, the testimony of our conscience, that ini 

"simplicity and godly sincerity by the grace^ 

" of God, we have had our conversation in the 
"world." 
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The Sight of God, 

(SS. Philip and James.) 
BY REV, S. BARING GOULD, 

(^Rectoi* of East Mersea, CoIchestei\) 



S. John xiV. 8. 
" Shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us," 

I DO not think that S. Philip, when he said these 
words, half knew the fulness of truth they con- 
tained. They are wonderful words. They ex- 
press the yearning desire of all peoples from age 
to age, the cry of the heathen, the striving of 
the wise and prudent in the dark Pagan world. 
All, if they had any thought beyond the present 
life, if they ever thought about how the world 
was made, why they were called into being, for 
what future they were reserved, all I say felt 
in their hearts a yearning, " Shewusthe Father." 

They wandered from the right way, because 
they had no guide ; they groped in darkness, 
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because they had no light. How could they read 
the riddle of life? How could they find out 
what God's will was that they might keep it ? 
Poor souls, in their sight of ignorance they made 
strange mistakes. Some thought that this, some 
thought that that, would please God, but it was 
all guess, work. They felt it was gniess work, 
and they groaned, " Shew us the Father I" God 
alone could teach them what they needed to 
know. His nature, the object for which they were 
created, the future after death. ^' Shew us the 
'^Father, and it sufficeth us." The Father— He 
Who made us, He Who, we are sure loves us. 
He alone can set us right, and tell us plainly 
what His will is. 

There was an old warrior in Iceland in heathen 
times, who was near dying. He had heard all about 
the gods of his nation. There was Odin- who 
spent an eternity in boozing beer and hunting a 
wild boar. There was Thor, who was a war god, 
and flung his thunderbolts about the sky at his 
enemies. The old man lay in his bed in a dark 
corner musing over the nature of these coarse, 
brutal gods, and he thought, *' It can not be that 
^* they are gods, there must be a greater, better, 
^' more living god than they ! Carrv me, my 
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children, into the open air." His sons carried 
him outside the door, and the old man looked 
up at the blue sky and the bright sun gliding 
through it. He thought a while, and then he 
said, " There must be a God who is very good. 
" Only a very good God would make that 
" beautiful sky and that bright sun. Into His 
"hands I commend my spirit I" and so saying 
he died. There is an instance of a grand old 
heathen heart crying " Show us the Father, and 
" it sufficeth us." 

I will tell you another story, and that of 
another Icelander in olden times. There was 
once a man who found a poor babe exposed to the 
cold to die. At that time, according to the 
heathen law, parents, if they did not want to 
bring up all their children, exposed them in the 
open air in some lone place to die of cold and 
hunger. Well this heathen man happened to 
light on one of these babies exposed to die, he 
looked at it, and he thought, " Surely it cannot 
" be according to the will of the God who made 
" everything that children should be exposed to 
" die thus. God made those little legs, and arms, 
" and tiny fingers, and little blue eyes. If He 
"took so much care to make them,JEe cannot 
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"be pleased if we let his handiwork perish when 
" He has entrusted it to our keeping." So he 
guessed by the light of nature, but it was thought 
very strange in his day. Well the man took up 
the child and reared it as his own, and in after 
years, when Christian teachers came to the island, 
that little child, now grown a man, was one of 
the first converts to the faith of Christ. 

Here you see a good wise heart groping in the 
dark and hitting on a truth, where others had 
been in error, " Show us the Father, and it 
" suflSceth us. He will teach us certainly what is 
" His will, and not leave us in doubt to feel our 
"way to keeping His laws." 

But this was not only the cry of heathens. It 
was the cry of good and holy men under the Jew- 
ish dispensation. They felt that something was 
wanting. They had a craving at the heart which 
nothing would satisfy till they saw God. Listen 
to David. Surely he had all that could content 
man's heart, all that the world could give. 

" I see a lion and a bear, they are rending my 
" sheep !" Go then, David, and slay the lion 
and the bear. Art thou satisfied now ? 

" No ! Goliath defies the armies of the living 
" God. Oh, that I could slay him." 
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Go then, David, take a sling and five smooth 
stones of the brook, and smite the giant. Art 
thou satisfied now? 

^'No I Oh that I were a king's son-in-law, 
^* and captain of the king's hosti" 

Go then, David, marry Michal, and lead the 
armies of Saul into battle. Art thou satisfied 
now? 

" Not yet ! Oh, that I were king !" 

So be it, David, thou art anointed, reign over 
the people of the Lord. Now art thou satisfied ? 

" Not yet ! Let me have victory over all my 
enemies, and prosper, and reign long." 

So be it, David. Art thou satisfied now ? 

" My soul hath a desire and longing to enter 
into the courts of the Lord's house, when shall I 
come to appear before the presence of God ?" So 
after all he found that this— the presence, the 
sight of God— was the only thing that could 
satisfy his heart. 

And now listen to the words, of his son 
Solomon. He was the wealthiest and mightiest 
of the kings. 

" I gave my heart to seek and search out by 
^'wisdom concerning all things that are done 
^' under heaven. I have seen all the works that 
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" are done under the sun ; and behold, all is 
" vanity and vexation of spirit. 

" I commenced with mine own heart, saying, 
" lo, I am come to great estate, and have gotten 
"more wisdom than all they that have been 
" before me in Jerusalem ; yea, my heart had 
"great experience of wisdom and knowledge. 
"And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to 
" know madness and folly ; I perceived that this 
" also is vexation of spirit. 

" I said in mine heart, go to now, I will prove 
" thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure ; and 
behold, this also is vanity. 

" I sought in mine heart to give myself unto 
"wine, yet acquainting my heart with wisdom; 
" and to lay hold on folly. I made me great 
"works, I builded me houses, I planted me vine- 
" yards, I made me gardens and orchards, and I 
" planted trees in them of all kinds of fruits ; 
" I made me pools of water, to water therewith 
" the wood that bringeth forth trees ; I got me 
" servants and maidens, and had servants born 
" in my house ; also I had great possessions of 
" great and small cattle above all that were in 
" Jerusalem before me ; I gathered me also silver 
" and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



134 

^^ and of provinces ; I gat me men singers and 
" women singers, and the delight of the sons of 
^^ men, as musical instruments, and that of all 
"sorts." 

" So I was great, and increased more than all 
"that were before me in Jerusalem: also my 
" wisdom remained with me. 

" And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not 
"from them, I withheld not my heart from any 
"joy. 

"Then I looked on all the works that my 
" hands had wrought, and on the labour that I 
" had laboured to do : and, behold, all was 
" vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no 
" profit under the sun. 

" Therefore 1 hated life ; because the work 
" that is wrought under the sun is grievous unto 
"me ; for all is vanity and vexation of spirit." 

What a sad confession for the wise king to 
make ! All through life he had been seeking to 
satisfy the yearning of his soul, in watching the 
ways of men and learning how to govern them; 
then in science, in studying the flowers, from the 
hyssop on the wall to the cedar of Lebanon, he 
knew them all : then he gave himself up to mere 
pleasure. In one after the other there was 
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nothing but weariness, what his soul craved for 
was not found in any of these. He tried wine, 
and in his intoxication tried to forget how void 
was his heart. But that was also disappoint- 
ment. So next he set actively to work forming 
and gardening; planting orchards, rearing cattle. 
But it was all to no purpose ; farming did not 
satisfy that hunger of his soul which distressed 
him. Then he tried what the accumulation of 
wealth would do. He laid in great stores of 
gold and silver. But, no, his heart was empty 
still. And then he tried art. But sweet music 
only deepened the sadness of his soul, and 
brought the tears to his eyes. And now he had 
tried everything the earth could give, and 
nothing contented him. Then, slowly, the con- 
viction broke in on his soul that he had spent 
his life all wrong. He had .started seeking rest 
in science and business, in labour, in pleasure, 
in art, instead of in God; and that if he had 
sought God from the first, all these things would 
have fallen into their relative positions, as sub- 
ordinate pleasures and interests, not as leading 
purposes, and ultimate objects for his life's aim. 
^^ Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
^^ thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor 
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*' the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I 
^^ have no pleasure in them." Let us hear the 
conclusion of the whole matter. "Fear God, 
'" and keep his commandments ; for this is the 
^' whole duty of man." 

That hook of Ecclesiastes from which I have 
heen quoting is a very wonderful one. In it the 
aged Solomon holds up to us the record of a 
wasted life, a life which started all wrong, and 
sought God after everything else had been tried, 
instead of seeking Him first. He shows it to us 
as a warning. He tells the piteous story of a 
life's disappointment as a lesson to the young. 

^^ Rejoice, young man in thy youth ; and 
^^ let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy 
^* youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and 
^^ in the sight of thine eyes : but know thou, 
" that for all these things God will bring thee 
"into judgment." "Better is a poor and wise 
" child than an old and foolish king, who will no 
" more be admonished." 

And now, my brethren, in' conclusion, what is 
the cry of our hearts, — or rather what ought to 
be the cry of our hearts also ? Is^it not " Show 
" us the Father, and it sufl5ceth us " ? 

We have a knowledge of God which the 
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heathen did not enjoy. We know what is the 
natnre of Gk)d, what His will is, what He has 
destined us for, what are the conditions of men 
after death. We have means of serving God 
which the heathens had not. We have more 
knowledge of God, and His will than even David 
the inspired singer, and Solomon, the wisest of 
men. But all our knowledge of God should 
only lead us to desire the sight of Him more 
earnestly. We know how perfectly holy is God; 
how tender a Father He is ; we know that in His 
presence is fulness of joy ; that these craving 
hearts will never find satisfaction, till we wake 
up after Christ's likeness, and see the Father. 
We know that we were made to see God and 
dwell in His presence. It is sin which haa 
drawn a cloud over His countenance, and has. 
banished us from Him. Oh! what wasted 
lives, what broken hearts, what disappoint- 
ments, what weariness of spirit are ours if we 
make any thing here our aim instead of God., 
Oh! what sweet peace and holy contentment,, 
what happiness, if God be our object througk 
life, and the keeping of His will our leading 
purpose ! 
But how shall we see God ?— Christ answers 
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us. "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
<^ shall see God." 

That is your lesson to-day. Strive through 
life to cleanse the eye of your soul from every 
stain, and clearer and brighter will the light of 
God's countenance break on you, till the final 
veil is lifted, and for all eternity you see the 
Father as it suffices you. 
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The Journey and the 
Journey's end. 

(FEA43T OF S. BARKABAS.) 

£Y REV. R E. PAGET, M.A., 

(Hector o/El/ord) 



Galatians il 1. 
*^. • • . to Jernsalem, with Barnabas?' 

" We are journeying into the place of which the 
" Lord said, I will give it you ; come thou with 
" us and we will do thee good." Something like 
this invitation of Moses, to his brother-in-law 
Hohab, seems to be the Church's greeting to us 
to-day. She would have us take for our com- 
panion on our homeward, heavenward way, one 
who ungrudgingly surrendered the best he had, 
if only he might thereby win Christ, and be found 
in Him; — Barnabas the Son of Consolation, — 
who, when he had found the Pearl of great price, 
sold what he had to buy it ; and, by that act, 
attained to ^' singular gifts of the Holy Ghost." 

Of very many of the glorious company of the 
Apostles we know next to nothing beyond a few 
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traditionary records of uncertain truth. Not so, 
however, in the case of S. Barnabas. It is true 
that, meteor-like, he comes before us suddenly, 
and disappears as suddenly; but, for the time, he 
is a bright and shining light, whose path cannot 
be mistaken. Of much of his career we are*ig- 
norant; but what we have is taught us by God 
the Holy Ghost, and in what is revealed, his 
character stands out so clearly and intelligently, 
that we can hardly misread it or mistake it. 

Whether Joses, the Jewish Levite of Cyprus, 
was, by the Providence of God, brought to the 
hearing of the Gospel, and learned to preach it, 
by being one of the seventy ; and to companion- 
ship with S. Paul, as having been brought up 
with him at the feet of Gamaliel, (as traditions 
have alleged,) are matters of little consequence ; 
and of his career after that companionship came 
to an end, and whether he spent the remainder 
of his life in evangelizing the Cypriotes, and 
eventually glorified God by a martyr's death 
among them, is not certainly known; For 
purposes of spiritual edification, we need not 
Wander beyond the written word of Scrip- 
ture; there is enough there to serve "for 
"doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
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"tion in righteousness." To that, therefore, we 
will confine ourselves. 

We hear of S. Barnabas first, early in the Acts 
of the Apostles, as being one of those who, having . 
land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it 
at the Apostle's feet. He, therefore, in faith and 
good will, did that unbidden, which another, who 
also had possessions, could not make up his mind 
to do, even at the bidding of the Lord Himself, 
We are not told whether it was in consequence 
of that noble, generous, self-denying act that he 
obtained the title bestowed on him by the 
Apostles — ^^ the Son of Consolation " — ^but the 
name so given points unmistakeably to his genial, 
open-handed, unworldly nature, that he was such 
as any one would be glad to have with him as a 
companion in a journey, and as a sharer of peril ; 
for S. Luke speaks of him in a marked way as 
" a good man, full of the Holy Ghost, and of 
"faith;" and since Evangelists and Apostles were 
not wont to praise each other, and as S. Luke 
was the especial friend of S. Paul, there was, as 
you will feel, (when you recall the subsequent 
course of events,) something very graceful in this 
tribute to the worth of Barnabas. 

After the circumstance just mentioned, we 
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hear no more of him till we find him, as a 
Cypriote, sent by the Church at Jerusalem to 
Antioch, to certain Christians of Cyprus, who, 
having been scattered abroad upon the persecution 
which arose about S. Stephen, needed the presence 
of some one who should have authority to con- 
firm and encourage them in their work, and 
exhort them that " with purpose of heart, they 
** should cleave unto the Lord." S. Barnabas, 
therefore, was recognised as a man to be trusted, 
and as one on whose judgment reliance could 
be placed. And when he had fulfilled his 
mission at Antioch, he was sent on a far more 
important and delicate errand; he departed to 
Tarsus to seek for Saul, the new convert. 
" And when he had found him, he brought him 
*^to Antioch." And there for "a whole year 
*Hhey assembled themselves with the Church, 
*^ and taught much people." 
• And thenceforward, for a time, their intimacy 
was of the closest, as of the most exalted, kind, 
they took sweet counsel together, and walked in 
the House of Gtod as friends; they journeyed to- 
gether, laboured together, taught together; to- 
gether bore the tidings of great joy to those who 
were without hope, because without God; and 
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together ministered to their Christian brethren. 
Now, we find them carrying alms to Jerusalem 
to relieve the famine there prevailing; now re- 
ceiving the right hand of fellowship (Gal. ii. 9.) 
from the rest of the Apostolic body, there 
assembled; and now, by the special and direct 
appointment of God the Holy Ghost, they are 
sent among the Gentiles to proclaim the mani- 
fold grace of God. 

After that, we read of their joint labours iti 
various cities of Upper Asia, — one while, in 
good report, and one while in bad; now mis- 
taken for gods in the likeness of men, and now 
persecuted (in S. Paul's case, even to stoning,) 
for the testimony of Jesus. 

And so the companionship and work go on, 
till, upon their return to Antioch after the famous 
Council at Jerusalem, the lamentable difference 
arose between them, — each, no doubt, acting 
conscientiously, — each persuaded that he was 
simply doing what was right in the sight of 
God, — ^yet, one or other of them, — ^perhaps both 
of them, — more or less mistaken in judgment, — 
each moved with burning zeal, each resolved not 
to concede one jot or tittle of what each believed 
to be right, till "the contention was so sharp 
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<^ between them, that they departed asunder, one 
^' from the other." 

And from that time forth, nothing is certainly 
known] of S, Barnabas, save that, taking Mark 
as his companion, " he sailed unto Cyprus :" 
and in the Apostolic Epistles, there are only a 
few incidental allusions to him, as, for instance 
in that to the Galatians, before he was separated 
from S. Paul, the journey to Jerusalem, with 
that Apostle and Titus, is mentioned ; and, fur- 
ther on, the circumstances are recorded under 
which S. Barnabas, in common with S. Peter, 
was led away by the ^^ dissimulation " of the 
Jews, to take a line of conduct towards the Gen- 
tiles, which the braver spirit of S. Paul resisted. 

S. Barnabas, therefore, like all the other saints 
of God, was just such an one as ourselves. He 
was a bright and a shining light, — a true and 
faithful servant of God; but still largely 
compassed about with human infirmities. He 
had the common faults of an earnest, generous 
character. They so lie upon the surface, that 
any one who takes the trouble will perceive them : 
but the higher qualities of his inner life, which, 
m their development, caused him to be described 

a "good man, full of the Holy Ghost, 
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"and of faith," which rendered him meet for 
that close and brotherly intimacy with S. Paul, — 
the interruption of which has, perhaps, been 
felt by most of us to be one of the saddest inci- 
dents of that Book which is pre-eminently the 
record of human sorrow, — ^these demand our close 
and careftil study, for it is, through the attain- 
ment of such qualities, that we shall be made 
meet to be his companions, — not now to the 
earthly Zion, but to Jerusalem which is above. 

And this is no unimportant matter. Full 
many have chosen the right road, but, through 
the evil influence of some fellow-traveller, have 
wandered from it, and missed their Home at last. 

A mighty multitude is working its way through 
the wilderness of this world. We are in the 
midst of a throng that is pressing upon us on all 
sides; but it is seldom that any of us travel 
side by side for long together. Our longest 
intercourse is brief, our closest intimacy soon in- 
terrupted. A few miles traversed together, 
begin and end our companionship: the crowd 
parts us; or we grow indiflferent to each other's 
society; or we misunderstand one another. As 
time passes on, our habits and tastes have less in 
common; or, it maybe, we have no inclination to 
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recognise the value of the companion whom 
Providence has placed beside us, till he is lost to 
us for ever. 

Such is the lot of us wayfarers in this present evil 
world; and therefore the all in all is rather that we 
should fix our eyes and hearts upon our journey's 
end, than that vie should find pleasant companion- 
ship on the road. It is well to journey with Barna- 
bas, but it is to Jerusalem that, with steadfast, con- 
tinuous gaze we should be looking. And then, 
— though Barnabas should be swept from us by 
the crowd, — aye, even though some sharp con- 
tention should separate us from him, as com- 
pletely as he was parted from St. Paul, the 
journey's end will re-unite us, and bring us to- 
gether again, if each, meanwhile, be living to 
Christ, and following Christ, along the way of 
the Cross. 

One, indeed, may be looking upwards from 
one direction, and the other from another, but 
the eyes of both are fixed on Him Who is the 
bright and morning Star. One may be keeping 
to the right side of the road, and the other the 
left ; but, if only the road itself be the same, the 
course is parallel, and Jerusalem will be reached 
by both at last. We must often agree to differ 
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in this world. Our eyes are dim; we walk in 
twilight As for the Truth, the Day will declare 
it, — that day when the pure in heart shall see 
God. Only, when we do differ, let there be no 
breach of Charity. Looking rather to points of 
agreement than of difference, let us pass no 
judgments, say no sharp, harsh,, contemptuous 
words; and, where we cannot agree in opinion, 
let us, at least, give credit to those who differ 
from us, for pure and upright motives. 

So much as this we can all do, if we will. 
There must be two to make a quarrel: with 
God's help on our own fixed resolves, we can 
avoid being one of the two. 

So let us travel Zionwards. For the blessings 
of companionship which Providence bestows with 
no unstinting Hand, we have abundant cause to 
bless God. Some few fellow-travellers are given 
to be with us along the narrow rugged road 
throughout our whole pilgrimage; others for a 
short time only, to help us through some emer- 
gency, and then, the Lord that gave will take 
away. 

But, under any circumstances, the journey will 
soon be over, and the perils past, and differences 
and separations ended. Barnabas sailed to 
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Cyprus : Paul wended his way through Syria and 
Cilicia- Distressed for the loss of the other, no 
doubt, was each^ — ^but lonely neither \ for both 
had the same Eod and Staff to guide, support, 
and comfort them. 

So be it with ourselves ! Journey we on along 
the same pilgrim-path which was trodden by 
them : seek we Jerusalem together^ if so it may 
be ; and let no light matter separate us I But if 
so it may 7U>t be, then apart: but still be ever 
making towards Jerusalem. Follow we on, as 
Paul and Barnabas followed Christ, with sted- 
fast resolves, and single hearts, praying evermore 
for light, and walking in what we believe to be 
the light ; and in a little while, we shall find 
ourselves side by side once more, — ^^ the blessed 
^^ towers," and gates of pearl, it will be granted 
us to see; and hand in hand, and side by side, 
we shall enter the City "which hath founda- 
^^ tions, whose Builder and Maker is God." 
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Wavering in Faith. 

(S. /OHN Baptist.) 

BY REV. EDWIN a COLLARD^ 

(Vicair of Alton Pancrasj Dw'set.) 



S. Matt. xi. 8. 
<* Art thou He that Bhould come, or do we look for another P'*" 

I. The very greatest of God's saints are but im-^ 
perfect, feeble men. At times we see them 
wavering in their holy course ; nay, even falling 
into actual, sin. We have many and notable 
instances of this in the word of God : Noah gave 
way to excess; Abraham once was untruthful j 
Isaac fell into the same sin ; Jacob was again and 
again deceitfdl ; Joseph was boastful ; Mose& 
rash in his speech ; David an adulterer ; and S. 
Peter a coward. 

And in the text we have another instance of the 
same kind of thing. The words are some of those 
of John the Baptist ; and they plainly show u* 
that even the very herald of the Lord Jesus 
Christ was himself, at this time Jeeble and waverinff^ 
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in faith From his prison house, sorrow stricken 
and unrelieved, he sent two of his disciples to 
Christ with this sad, desponding question, " Art 
^^ thou He that should come, or do we look for 
** another ?" In his solitude, and removed from 
the bustle and life of his ministry, he seems for a 
time, at least, to have become a prey to doubts. 
Perhaps he had expected to be saved from his 
prison and sufferings by Messiah. But alas, 
though week after week passed by, no sign'of re- 
lief came to him. There neglected, seemingly 
forgotten, he lingers on still. Is it wonderfril, 
then, that at length his faith should in some 
degree waver, that the thought should pass 
through his mind, can this Jesus be the promised 
One; and that in such a frame of mind he should 
send two disciples with the sorrowful, doubting 
enquiry, "Art thou He that should come, or do 
^^we look for another?" As much as to say, 
" send me some sign, or, at least, give me Thy 
^* assurance, that Thou art the Messiah that 
^* should come." 

The faith of ^^ first Elijah once for a time 
was feeble, and he bitterly cried, "It is enough; 
^^ now, Lord, take away my life; for I am not 
better than my fathers." Is it strapffe, then, 
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that the faith of the second Elijah, tried even 
more sorely, should fail him too, and he should 
doubtingly ask, "Art thou He that should come, 
^* or do we look for another ?" 

Again and again, the^r^^ Elijah was comforted 
by the words of an angel. Is it strange, then, 
that the second should need the strengthening 
assurance and the solemn warning conveyed back 
to him by his chosen two. 

II. I know well that sometimes this enquiry 
of the Baptist is otherwise explained. It is 
said that these disciples were sent by him, not 
for his own sake but for theirs, to strengthen 
and confirm their faith in Christ. 

But such an explanation is alike unreal^ and 
unborne out hy the Scripture narrative. 

It is unreal, for it is very hard to conceive the 
bold, outspoken Baptist going so indirect a way 
to accomplish a purpose. 

It is unborne out by the Scripture narrative, 
as there is not one single incident mentioned, 
which supports it. 

The other view, towever, that the Baptist's 
faith did for a time actually waver, is both natu- 
ral, as we have already seen, and further w borne 
out by various circumstances mentioned in the 
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history. (1) It was John himself who made the 
enquiry. (2) To John, in return, was the reply 
expressly sent. Our Lordpaintedfy says " Gro and 
" shew John again the things, which ye do hear 
" and see." (3) With words- of warning mo^ 
applicable to John, if at this time his faith was 
wavering, does the reply conclude. " Blessed is 
** he, whosoever shall not be offended in Me '* ; as 
though the Lord would say, " Blessed be John, if, 
whilst so sorely tried as now he is, his faith in Mfi 
shall not fail". (4) And then, once more, after 
the messenger had left, observe that the remarks 
made by our Lobd to the people, all have relation 
to St. John, the last of them being indeed most 
pointed in its significance. After saying " Verily 
" I say unto you. Among them that are born of 
"women there hath not risen a greater than 
"John the Baptist," He concludes with the 
solemn declaration, " notwithstanding, he that is 
" least in the Kingdom of Heaven, is greater 
" than he." * Greater, that is, is he, (even 
though he be least in Heaven,) whose trials on 
earth are already ssifely passed through, than the 
greatest Saint still engaged, like John, in his 
earthly conflict, still liable to waver in faitii, 
still liable to fall away.' 
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IIL And now, dear brethren^ when we picture 
to Qurselyes the Baptist in his prison, feeble in 
faith, desponding in spirit, cast down, troubled 
with many a doubt, what thoughts most natu- 
rally occur to our minds? 
. Are they not these: (1) That if the greatest 
of God's Saints may at times be feeble in faith, 
is it surprising that sometimes ours be feeble 
and wavering too? (2) That, if the Baptist, 
even, needed solemn words of warning, much 
more may we. (3) And, lastly, that, when 
things seem worst, and we may even appear, for 
the time, forgotten of God, He is still ever near, 
and knoweth our trials and wants. 

Ah, dear brethren, we do^ one and all of us, 
have our dark clouds, many a thought of fear 
and many a moment of unbelief. But let us 
remember that non>yrQ are to ^^ walk by faith and 
"not by sight"; that nowy at times, we cannot 
but see things darkly, but therij in the great here* 
after, we shall see them perfectly, — shall know, 
even as we ourselves are known. 

When, then, faithless fears or questioning 
doubts arise, let us recall to our minds, let us hear 
said to ourselves the words of Jesus, ^^ Blessed 
''^ is he, whosoever shall not be offendedm Mb." 
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' And perhaps, at the very tune, when things 
seem worst, and the clouds darkest, and friends 
to help us fewest, then the very best help may be 
nearest, and the Surest Friend of all be watching 
by us. 

^' Who is amqiig you that feareth the Lord^ 
^^ that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that 
'^ walketh in darkness, and hath no light ? Let 
" him trust in the Name of the Lord and stay 
*^ upon his God." 
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Vigilance. 

(S. Pbtbr's Day.) 
BY REV. S. BARING GOULD, M.A,^ 

(RecUfr of East MerseOj Colchester.) 



1 Fbteb v. 8, 



'^ Be sober, be vigilant ; because your adversary, the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour, whom 
resist, steadfast in the faith." 

S. Peter is here giving a piece of advice founded 
on his own personal experience. He had been 
foil of confidence, boastful, and self-complacent, 
on the eventful night when Christ was seized. 
^^ Though all should deny Thee, yet will not I,'* 
said he. And yet, not long after, when the 
moment of temptation came, he fell grievously.. 
He denied his Lord and Master with oaths and 
•curses. 

And in his old age he looked back on that 
-dreadful night. He thought how very confident 
he had been, how unexpected was the sudden 
change, that he was one of Christ's disciples, and 
how at once he had given way. So in his old 
sge he wrote a solemn piece of warning to all 
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Ohristian people, whieli came from the depths of 
his heart. " Brethren, be sober, be vigilant, be* 
*' cause your adversary, the devil, as a roaring 
**lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
*^ devour, whom resist, steadfast in the faith.'* 

And this advice, spoken so earnestly by the 
t)ld apostle, sank deep into the heart of Christen- 
dom, and it came to be the one piece of advice 
given by S. Peter, which was oftenest remembered 
and repeated. Throughout the whole Western 
Church this passage has formed the lesson for 
the last evening service which was said by every 
clergyman for many hundreds of years in England 
^very night, and which is yet said by thousands 
and thousands of clergy still in the same way, 
«very night before they, go to bed, and is used 
still in England in great numbers of households, 
by clergy and laymen, before they retire to rest* 

Be sober means be moderate. S. Peter had 
shown no moderation in his self-assurance, in 
his protestations of fidelily to Christ; and now 
he warns others to self distrust, and bids them 
be less loud in their professions. It is the same 
advice which S. Paul gave to the Philippians,. 
*^ Let your moderation be known unto all men.*' 

Be vigilant, — that means be wakeful and 
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vatchful. When in the Gurden of Gethsemane^ 
Christ had bidden Peter watch and pray lest hA 
entered into temptation, S. Peter lay down on 
the moss nnder an olive tree and fell fast asleep. 
And when the soldiers and servants of the high 
priest came to take Jesns he was slumbering and 
unprepared. If he had done what Christ had 
bidden him^ pray at that critical hour, he, no 
donbt, wonld never have denied his Lord, bat 
he woke with a start to see the lights and torches, 
and in his half-dreaming condition struck about 
him with his sword; and after, not quite dear 
what was the matter, followed to the hall where 
he fell. If he had only been a little more pre-- 
pared he would have known what to answer 
when the servant maid at the door said, ^^ Thou 
^^ also art His disciple I" 

Steadfast in the faith, — Simon had been called 
Peter, a stone, in commendation of the strength 
of his fSuth when he protested, ^^ Thou art the 
f' Christ, the Son of the living (Jod ;" but now, 
on the occasion of the capture of his master, that 
faith gave way; it was not enduring, it was 
strong at one moment as a stone, weak at another 
as sand, in a word, he wanted steadfastness in hia 
faith. 
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So, when S. Peter urges you, " Be sober, be 
" vigilant, because your adversary, the devil, a» 
*' a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom 
*^ he may devour, whom resist, steadfast in the 
*' faith," he is telling you to take himself as a 
warning, and showing you how wanting in so- 
briety, vigilance, and steadfastness he had been. 

He advises you to beware of falling under 
temptation and the power of the devil in the 
same way as he had done, and in order that you 
may escape a fall, he bids you avoid these evil 
habits of mind and temper which caused him to 
deny his Lord. 

He says that our adversary, the devil, walks 
about seeking our ruin. He may well call Satan 
our adversary, for all he seeks is our woe, to him 
it is pleasure to destroy man, to ruin him soul 
und body ; and therefore he uses all his malig- 
nant cunning to carry out his aims. 

He walketh about. That is, he is prying into 
Dur thoughts, observes our, tempers, marks what 
we are most inclined to, listens to our words, and 
then schemes what advantage he can make of 
what he has learned, so as to do us a mischief. 

Perhaps he finds our sensual appetites the best 
means for working our destruction. 
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Perhaps lie finds it is vanity, and that feathers, 
artificial flowers, and all sorts of smart dress is 
the best way of luring ns into his clutches, . 

Perhaps he tries the tickling of our pride of 
intellect, and so leads us into presuming to know 
more than what Grod has revealed. 

Perhaps he may use ambition, or money, or 
pride, or anger for his purpose. It does not 
matter what it is, he will not be nice about his 
means if he can only accomplish his enpL . 

He who is bad and vicious hates those who are 
better than himself. It is so among men. And 
where you hear some one always disparaging 
others, always detracting, — that is, making out 
othel*s to be no better than they should be, you 
may be sure that is a bad person. 

The bad man always tries to drag others down 
to his own level. This is a matter of every day 
experience. It applies to the Devil, the father of 
iniquity as well, He being intensely wicked 
strives to drag man down to be as utterly bad 
as himself. 
. Now then, — ^how is he to be overcome ? 

St. Peter lays down four plain rules. 

By sobriety. 

By vigilance. ^ . 
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By resistance. 
By steadfastness. 

1. By sobriety. That^ as I said before, meant 
moderation. Moderation in everything. Kot 
only in onr professions, but also in onr nse of 
what God has given to us to enjoy. Moderation in 
the nse of food, of drink; moderation in the 
amount of pleasure we allow ourselves ; modera* 
tion in the amount of basiness we occupy ourselves 
with. Moderation in speech also, not to be 
chatterboxes, gossips. Moderation in our dress, 
modest in our behaviour, moderation in our 
opinion of ourselves. 

2. By vigilance. That is, as I said before^ 
watchfulness. By this I mean that we should 
always be prepared for temptation. You do not 
know when and how the devil will tempt you, so 
you must never be thrown off your guard. Yoa 
must never rise in the morning without praying 
to God to give you grace to withstand the temp- 
tations that may assail you by day, neter lie 
down at night without praying that He will 
protect you from the assaults of Satan by night. 
He may tempt you in your own homes when 
sitting at your own fireside, in the road, in the 
fields when working, when you are lyings on your 
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bed at night, even when you are worshippmg in 
church. Anywhere, at any time, it matters not 
to Satan, whenever he finds an opportunity, he 
will assault you. 

3» By resistance. The moment that we hfum 
we are being tempted, we must resist at once. 
If we allow our minds to dwell on the pleasure 
of sin, our hearts begin to take delight in the 
thought of sin, to tamper with the temptation, 
and so little by little we allow the deviPs toils to 
surround us, and in a moment he has us in his 
power. Our only safe course is to resist at once. 
^* Get thee behind me, Satan, for thou savourest 
^^ not the things that be of God, but those that 
<^be of men." So was it that Christ put from 
Him instantly and promptly the temptation to 
recoil from suffering and death, when S. Peter 
urged it on him. 

4. By steadfastness. Not by being hot at one 
time and cold at another, by being zealous one 
day and indifferent the next, now earnest and 
then careless, but by being always unmoveable, 
knowing what the will of the Lord is, persevering 
in what we know to be right in our Christian 
practices, not adopting them for a little while 
and then dropping them, but by being as regular 
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in them as we are in our meals and in our work* 
And finally, we mast be steadfast in the 
faith, in that faith once delirered to the saints,, 
the trne Catholic faith revealed by Grod, and 
ever maintained inviolate in this Church, of 
which it is the pillar and gronnd. We musk 
hold fast this profession of our faith without 
wavering, rooted and grounded in love, we must 
be steadfast in hope if we are steadfastly to resist 
the devil, — steadfast in love to Gtod, who will 
not suffer us to be tempted above that we are 
able, but will also with the temptation make a 
way to escape, that we may be able to bear it. 
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The Wish for Great Things. 

(St. Jamss' DAT.) 

BY REV. WILLIAM MICHELL, 

(Diocesan Inspector of Schools^ Bath and WeHsJ) 



St. Mark x. 37. 



" Grant unto us that we may sit, one on Thy right hand, andthe^ 
other on Thy left hand, in Thy glory." 

This is the boldest, the most ambitious request^ 
ever made by mortal man. Yet those who made 
it, as it seems, hardly knew what they were 
asking. It was a cry of faith, and hope, 
and love, which had not as yet learned the 
doctrine of the Cross. It was the utterance of a 
wish very common at all times among all men 
who have heard of the glory and the rewards of 
the Lord — ^the wish to be near him and to share 
in His glory, without reflecting upon the strife 
and the toil through which that glory must be 
won. We all would be near Christ in the day 
of His glory ; could we have stood with Salome 
by His Cross? We would reign with Christ 
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<^rowned ; are we ready to suffer with Jestus 
cmcified? 

It is not to be wondered at that imperfectij 
taught Christians should feel and express such a 
wish. But it is greatly to be wondered at that 
•disciples, who had now been with Jesus more 
than two years, disciples who had been admitted 
to closest intimacy, should make such a request; 
wonderful that they should not by this time have 
understood His many sayings concerning Hib 
suffering and death, wonderful that they should 
not by this time have learned lowliness and 
meekness from His example. So it was, how- 
•ever. They were thinking at this moment only 
•of the highest places in His kingdom. 

Let us to-day consider this request made by 
fit. James, the first of the Twelve who laid down 
his life for his Master's sake, and by his brother 
St John. 

While we are thanking Gk)d for his work in 
the Church, let us also consider the example 
which he sets us. What are the great virtues 
in which we are to imitate him? Are there 
«ny faults which we see him first committing 
and t^jen correcting ? Look at the collect. It 
•speaks of him as one who left his father and all 
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that he had, and without dek/ was obedient nnto 
the calling of the Lord Jesus. And it teaches 
us to pray for the same spirit of ready obedience 
and ready giving up. It is something for a man 
when he has lost the joy and glory of his life to 
take it patiently, and to say, as Job did, ^^ The 
"Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away.. 
^' Blessed be the name of the Lord." But these 
men did more. They might have held to their 
trade, to their homes, their quiet, pleasant life. 
They might have refused to obey the call. Or 
they might have waited a little while, until they 
had had time to arrange matters at home. A 
few days, or even a few weeks, would not have 
made any great difference. . But with them there 
was no holding to their home, there was no un- 
willingness, no delay. They immediately left 
the ship and their father, and followed Him. 
When they had brought their ships to land they 
forsook all and followed Him. 

There is the spirit of the Ohristian life in a few 
words ; the forsaking all that would keep us from 
Christ ; the following Christ, and that imme- 
diately, without delay. Oh I that there were such 
an heart in us, that we might all so follow Christ ! 
Oh I that we might pray our to-day's CoUeot with 
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that earnestness and resolution, tiiat such an heart 
shoifld be granted to us I For indeed we want it. 
We want even to be made to see and feel that 
fltlch an heart is needful to the Christian. " Giv* 
^4ng up" is just that part of Christian service 
which men dislike. They ask whether they can^- 
not get to Heaven without making sacrifices? 
^' Is it absolutely necessary to give up this pleasant 
"thing, to give up all, without delay? Is 
"it absolutely necessary to give up this little 
^^sin?" Then they say, "The Lord loves to see 
^^ His people happy ; He gives them all things 
" richly to enjoy;" and so on. Or, like Ananias 
and Sapphira, they give up part as all. And so 
we get a picture of the Christian life very different 
to that drawn for us by the Lord and His Apostles* 
We forget that we must lay aside every weight, 
•that we must deny ourselves and take up the Cross. 
Ijet us each ask ourselves, " What have I given 
" up for my Saviour ? Have I ever given up one 
^' pleasant sin ? Am I trying to conquer one bad 
•*^ habit ? Am I following His voice inmiediately 
"without delay?" 

And now let us go on to this wonderfully 
bold request of St. James and his brother. 

Their Lord had often spoken to them of His 
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kingdom, and they believed on Him and followed 
Him as the Christ, the Son of (Jod, the King of 
Israel. One day he spoke to them of the danger 
of riches ; and St. Peter reminded Him that they, 
at any rate, had not been held back from follow- 
ing Him through any covetonsness. ^'Behold^ 
'^ we have left all and followed Thee ; what shall 
<* we have therefore ?'* The reply is, " Ye that 
^' have followed Me, in the regeneration when the 
^* Son of Man shall sit on the throne of His glory, 
^^ ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the 
^* twelve tribes of Israel.'* St. Mattxix, 27-28. 
These words appear to have sunk deep into the 
hearts of two, at least, of the Apostles. They are 
dazzled with the thoughts of the glory. " Who 
^* shall sit nearest to Him in His kingdom?" 
James and John with their mother Salome have 
talked this great matter over, and the request is 
made by them, or by their mother, for them ; 
" Lord grant that these my two sons may sit, the 
*'one on Thy right Hand, and the other on Thy left 
*^Hand, in Thy kingdom." It is plain that they 
had not yet fuUy learned the doctrine of the Cross ; 
that they could not yet enter into the bitter bur- 
den of sorrow which oppressed the Heart of the 
Lamb of God. ^ , 
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But He was gentle mth them as He ever was. 
He ever is with faith and love however 
ignorant it maybe. They know not what they 
ask, He says. He has a cap of which He mnst 
diink— a Baptism to be baptized with— Suffering 
and Death. Can they take their part with TTiir^ 
in this ? They see, as yet, nothing of the shame, 
the pain, the bitterness, the death. They profess 
themselves able and willing to share aU with Him. 
<< And so it shall be,'' He says. <^ Suffer for Me, 
'^ and with Me, you shall, though you understand 
*^ not yet what your trials will be. But these 
^^ first places in My kingdom are not to be giveu 
^^ to any but those to whom it is prepared of My 
"Father." 

His words were thus fulfilled: — John the 
beloved disciple lived, to be the last survivor 
of the Twelve ; drinking long and often of that 
bitter cup of sorrow ; baptized, though not unto 
death, with that baptism of blood ; a martyr in 
will but not in effect; James, after his elevai 
years of ministry, drinks, and is baptized, even to 
the martyr's death. So their Lord's propheqr is 
fulfilled. That is His gift on earth to those who 
ask to be next Him in glory. ApoorgiftI as 
the world might take it. So many years to each 
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of dangerous and despised labour I To one an 
early and violent death ; to the other a weary 
waiting after all the companions of youth were 
gone. And yet, was it not glory ? Who does not 
envy those who were counted worthy to suffer and 
to die for the Name of the Lord Jesus ? Who 
does not envy them, thinking of their blessedness 
in Paradise now, of their clear vision of Him now, 
their nearness to Him, the seat which they will 
have by Him some day in His glory, even though 
it be not the very next seat at His right hand and 
His left. . . 

And perhaps this medicine of suffering, this 
baptism of affliction, was necessary for them if 
they were ever to be made worthy of a high place 
in Heaven. Those whom St. John saw nearest 
to the Lamb on His throne were " they who had 
" come out of much tribulation." We must ex- 
pect the same discipline, if we are ever to be 
made worthy disciples. If we are to be made 
perfect, it will be through suffering. When we 
are yoimg our views of religion are brighter and 
more cheerful than in later year3. We then see 
more of the glory of the Saviour, more of the 
triumphs of grace. We do not so much ask for 
deliverance in the strife as for victory, a glorious 
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victory, a triumphant treading down of Satan 
under our feet. We long to be saving other 
souls, to be doing a great work for the Lord, 
earning a full reward. As it was with the two 
sons of Zebedee, so with us when we are young 
and enthusiastic. <' Something great, Lord I 
" something glorious to do, and then some rich 
"reward!" As we grow older our hopes and 
prayers become more humble. Difficulties press 
upon us more and more. We feel more the 
power of sin and our own weakness. We begin 
to find out that it is a long and dangerous pil- 
grimage, a terrible fight, a constant watchfulness, 
a daily mortification of flesh and spirit, a never 
relaxing strain upon our power. Now our prayer 
rather is, " If only I may attain, and be saved 
" at last I K only I may enter in, no matter 
" after what toil and sorrow, at the golden gates 
" of Paradise." We see now that it is only by 
grace that we can be saved at all ; hardly saved; 
only " through suffering " that we can be " made 
" perfect" 

Youth, when it is in earnest, is full of hope, 
full of bright dreams. Well for us that it is 
60 ! This hopefulness is in itself a mercy, a help 
in entering the battle of life. The lad looks 
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forward to winning a good place in the world, a 
far better one than his parents held. In another 
twenty years he will have sobered down to cott- 
tentment with the same things which have 
contented them. Especially, I think, is this 
bright hope to be found in those who, from tiie 
highest motives look forward to labouring in the 
ininistry of the Church. They resolve that they 
will toil, and teach by word and example, that 
they will comfort the sorrowful, rebuke the sinful, 
help the earnest-minded, win souls from evil to 
good, and then upward to the full growth of 
Christian holiness. They see visions of a parish 
united in itself, of a well-filled church, and a 
thronged altar. They see visions of wickedness 
hiding itself and dying out, of holy words spoken, 
holy actions done, of purity, gentleness, charity, 
truth, soberness, righteousness, and godliness, 
ruling in every household and every heart almost* 
Such is the hopefulness of the young as he offer* 
himself for the Ministryof the Word and Sacra- 
ments. And what is his experience after years 
of labour? He has watched and prayed, he has 
preached and taught, reproved, rebuked, exhorted, 
lias spoken the word in season and out of season* 
And what is the fruit? Where are so many^ 
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vlio ought to be worshipping with him Sunday 
after Sunday in the Lord's house ? Where are 
the aged members of his flock who ought to be 
preparing for their great change, preparing to 
meet their God ? Where are so many who on 
their sick bed listened to scripture, and warning, 
and prayer, and promised to serve the Lord 
better henceforward? Where are the parents 
vho should be setting an example of religious 
earnestness to their children ? Where are those 
who a little while ago renewed the vows and 
promises of their baptism, asthoy knelt to receive 
the grace of confirmation? "Where are all the 
little ones, the lambs of the Goo 1 Shepherd ? I do 
;not mean where are they when the church is open, 
I mean where are they in God's sight? How 
do they stand before Him? 'What effect has 
their minister's teaching had upon them ? 

Dear brethren, I believe that one great part of 
the sorrow which filled the hearts of the Apostles 
from time to time, one very bitter ingredient in 
their cup, was the thought that for so many they 
were labouring in vain ; that, do what they would, 
they could not win souls to love and serve the 
Lord Jesus, could not win souls to be saved. I 
s,m sure it is one great sorrow to Christ's ministers 
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now-a-days. "We seek not yours, but you/* 
This we pray for, this we labour for, " even yoiur 
^' salvation." You do not always give us credit 
for this, but it is none the less true. And when 
«,ny sad outbreak, any great sin, any great dis- 
grace, brings sorrow into a household and danger 
to a soul, we cannot hear of it, and think of it, 
and speak of it as if it were no concern of ours. 
It does concern us. It tells of failure in our work. 
It tells, I doubt not, of want of diligence, or 
wisdom, or love in our watching and labour for 
the souls over whom the Lord has made us over- 
seers. But that thought can only make our 
sorrow the more bitter. 

This is but one kind of sorrow. You, too, 
have your share ; each his own bitterness in his 
own circumstances ; sorrow which you never 
thought would fall to your lot, no, not even when 
in some moment of burning love you declared 
yourself ready to follow your Heavenly Master 
anywhere. But do not despise Hia chastening. 
And do not faint when you are rebuked of Him. 
He can bring morning after the darkest night. 
He can make the sharpest discipline profitable 
to the soul. For discipline is a draught from 
His own cup. 
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If we suflTer we shall also reign with Him. 
That is His promise. He sustained St. James 
through the sharp pain of the executioner's sword. 
He sustained St. John through his long weary 
waiting. So He wUl always sustain those who 
trust in Him. Count it as all joy to drink of 
His cup of suffering, to be baptized, should Het 
permit it, even with His baptism of blood. It 
may be that so, and only so, He prepares you 
for the success you have been seeking. It is 
ml J by the Cross that you can win the Crown. 
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Love and Devotion to Christ 
Rewarded. 

(8. Babtholomsw*s Day.) 
BY THE EDITOR. 



S, Luke xxii. 28, 29. 



** Ye are they which hare continued with me in my temptations. 
And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed 
unto me." 

On this twenty-fourth day of August, as directed 
by our Church, we keep in remembrance S. 
Bartholomew, one of our Lord's most blessed 
disciples. And well is it for us to observe such 
days as these, that the apostles and their deeds 
may not pass out of our recollection. 

But it so happens that there is nothing 
particular to be learnt from S. Bartholomew's 
life, as the Bible is almost silent concemiug him. 
We have only the general lesson, that lesson of 
love and devotion to our Blessed Lord, which we 
are all so slow to learn, or at least so slow to 
carry out in our lives. 

It must be mentioned, however, that S. Bar- 
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tholomew is geuerally believed to have been the 
same as If athanael, whose interesting call we have 
in the first chapter of S. John's Gospel. And if 
this be so, as there is very little doubt, then we 
have Bartholomew brought before us in a very 
prominent way, and we have the highest testimony 
borne of him, before he was called to be disciple 
by Jesus Himself, ^^ Behold an Israelite indeed, 
*^ in whom there is no guile I" He is said to 
have preached the gospel in Armenia, to have 
converted the Lycaonians, and afterwards to have 
visited the extreme confines of India. Some 
authors assert that he was crucified with his head 
downwards, others that he was flayed alive by 
order of the king of Armenia, but that he suffered 
martyrdom of some kind is not disputed. 

The Collect sets him before us as a believer in 
Jesus and a preacher of His Gospel, and teaches 
us to pray that we may both love the Word which 
he believed and preach and receive the same. 

The Epistle tells us of the power which the 
disciples in general had and exercised after their 
Lord's departure, the power of working miracles — 
curing the sick, casting out unclean spirits. " By 
" the hand of the apostles were many signs and 
" wonders wrought among the people." 
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The Gospel shews us that these same disciples 
were weak and erring men, proud and ambitious. 
It sets them before us as striving among them- 
selves which of them should be accounted the 
greatest, and gives us our Saviour's teaching — " It 
^^ must not be with you as with the Gentiles, but 
" he that is greatest among you must in his own 
" sight be as the younger, and he that is chief 
" must look upon himself as the servant of all.'* 

Here then are only the lessons which may be 
learnt from the apostles in general. They were 
all of them weak and erring men of themselves, 
ambitious of a place and a high place in the 
kingdom which they supposed their master would 
set up on earth, but yet notwithstanding their 
weakness and worldly feeling, real believers in 
Jesus and faithful preachers of His Word, and as 
believers and preachers chosen by Christ to be 
the foundation stones of His church, and enabled 
by Him to work such wonders and miracles 
among the people as none of the enemies of 
Christ could gainsay or resist. 

For many reasons I think that the most 
striking words in to-day's services are those 
which I have read to you as my text, striking if 
from no other reason from the position in which 
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vre find them. Let us see tow by God's blessing- 
we can make them profitable to us. 

The disciples had been striving among them- 
selves which of them should be accounted the 
greatest. They supposed that our Saviour 
eventually would set up an earthly kingdom, and 
they were always looking forward to it. They 
imagined that, as He had chosen them to be with 
Him in His poverty and humiliation, so they would 
share also in His glory and exaltation. The 
two sons of Zebedee stand out remarkable in this 
one thing, that they boldly made request by 
their mother that when Christ became a Sovereign 
and obtained His earthly kingdom they might 
sit the one on His right hand and the other on 
His left. Jesus, on the contrary, was always 
trying to teach them what they would not learn 
— ^that His kingdom was not of this world, but 
but that if they earned it they should be as kings 
and princes in His Father's house in heaven, and 
sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
He would say to them, "You know that I, 
" your Lord and Master, am among you as one 
" that serveth. Learn of Me, I am meek and 
" lowly in heart. He that exalteth himself shall 
*^ be abased, but if ye continue with me in my 
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" temptetions and trials, I will hereafter appoint 
*' unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appoint- 
" ed unto Me. And ye shall eat and drink at 
" My table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones. 
*^ judging the twelve tribes of Israel. " 

My brethren, we will learn this lesson too — 
love and devotion to our blesssd Lord and the 
certainty that our love and devotion shall not go 
unrewarded. We may be weak and errinff as 
the disciples were. We may be ambitious ahd 
have worldly thoughts, and worldly ideas, and 
worldly plans. We may at times forsake our 
blessed Lord, and even deny Him when strong 
temptation comes, but our love though cold, and 
our devotion though weak — if it be love and de- 
votion at all, pure and disinterested — ^shall not go. 
unrewarded. If we continue Christ's followers 
upon earth He will not forget us in His kingdom 
above. We shall be with Him at His table, and 
sit on thrones with crowns on our heads, whita 
robes around us, and palms in our hands. 

This lesson, found in the Gospel for the day, if 
learned and practised shall not be unprofitable 
to us. 

We see then here how we inay follow the^ 
disciples of Jesus, and how their conduct may 
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be an example to us. As our Saviour seemed to 
forget their weakness and want of faith, their 
ambition and worldly thoughts, so we will do so 
too. As Jesus speaks of their love and devotion, 
their constancy and faithfulness, we will speak 
Df it also. He says that they had continued with 
Him in His temptations, and had been with Him 
' in all His earthly trials — and this steadfastness 
i3n their part we could not willingly pass over. 

It was just so. Jesus lived for thirty years of 
His life in privacy and retirement. Nobody knew 
Him. Nobody thought of Him. He never 
brought Himself forward. He did not strive or cry, 
and no man heard His voice in the streets. Had 
He continued so however He would not have ful- 
filled His earthly mission. When, therefore. He 
was thirty years old He began His ministry, His 
work of preaching the Gospel, and healing the 
sick, and winning men's hearts in one way or 
another to forsake the world and love and 
serve God. Shall He do all this without 
lielpers, without witnesses? Shall He begin, 
continue, and finish the work Himself? By no 
means. He would choose some to be with Him 
— to be witnesses of what He did — to make known 
to others, by their writing and by their preaching. 
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His marvellous works, and after he He has gone 
to carry on and complete what He had begun ^ 
So He chose twelve followers. He called one of 
them while he was fishing, He called another 
while he was mending his nets. He called a third 
while he was sitting at his counting house and at 
his custom duties. There were two brothers,, 
Simon Peter and Andrew; two other brotherSs 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, There 
was Philip of Bethsaida, and Bartholomew, whose^ 
day we are now keeping. There was Matthew 
the publican, and Thomas who was doubtful 
concerning Christ's resurrection, the twelve end-^ 
ing with Judas Iscariot, the thief and the traitor.. 
Most remarkable indeed I these twelve followers, 
were all poor men, of humble life and position,, 
ignorant as far as men count knowledge, of no 
weight and authority, and yet withal endowed 
with qualities and virtues which their Saviour 
approved of ! Such were His disciples, and they 
were with Him from the time of His going in 
and out among them until the day He was taken 
up into Heaven — and notwithstanding much 
weakness and frailty on their part : notwithstand- 
ing many doubtings, many fears ; notwithstanding 

much want of faith and much coldness of heart, 
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they yet followed Him in lowliness, love and 
meekness. " They followed Him through good 
^* report and evil report ; they shared His poverty 
"** and His destitution ; they went with Him through 
^^ all His reverses of fortune — sometimes honoured 
**^ and made much of by the multitudes who fol- 
^^ lowed, sometimes received as guests in great 
^^ men's houses, but much more often not knowing 
"^^ what they would live upon on the morrow — and 
^^ with their Master not knowing where to lay 
■*' their head." And our Saviour speaks of their 
-conduct, their constancy and devotion, in the 
highest terms of praise and commendation, and 
tells them of the reward laid up for them. "Ye 
^^ have continued with me in my temptations, and 
"^^ as a reward for this I have appointed unto you 
^^a Kingdom, as My Father hath appointed unto 
■*' Me. And ye shall eat and drink with Me at 
" My table in My kingdom above, and sit on 
"^^ thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 

And we are able to speak of the disciples fur- 
ther — for at last the end of their Master's career 
•came and tried their faith to the utmost. They 
saw their dear Lord delivered by one of themselves 
into the hands of the chief Priests and Pharisees. 

ley saw Him crucified, dead and buried. Their 
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hopes entirely died with Him — ^but after three 
days, marvellous to think and talk about, they 
saw Him alive again. He appeared to them at 
different times, and ate and drank with them^ 
They saw Him ascend into Heaven and ever after, 
endued with the power of the Holy Spirit, they 
did what the Collect and Epistle for this day 
assure us — ^they believed and preached the Word ; 
they wrought signs and wonders among the 
people, they cured the sick and healed those who 
were vexed with unclean spirits. As time went 
on they followed their blessed Lord nearer and 
nearer. Their walk in His steps was closer, more 
constant, more faithful, more loving, more devoted, 
until at last they laid down their lives to the 
death for the Gospel which they preached. Know- 
ing all this we may as well join in the commen- 
dation of Jesus and feel sure that as they had 
continued with their Master in His temptations 
and trials, they should receive their reward in 
another world, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, in the Kingdom of their Father. 

Let us then learn this lesson on this St. Bar- 
tholomew's Day, and I shall not have preached 
and you shall not have heard in vain. We 
have been called upon just as mu^^^His 



184 

disciples of old — ^and it becomes us to follow Him 
just as closely, just as devotedly, just as lovingly. 
We also are witness of all the things which Jesus 
did— for the deeds of His life have come down to 
us. Some of us have to preach the Gospel which 
St. Bartholomew preached — ^some of us have to 
teach to the young and the ignorant the blessed 
truths of God's Holy Word ; some of us have to 
help in works of love and mercy by our influence 
and example ; we all of us whether of high or of 
low station — ^whether men of property or men of 
business, whether working men or working 
women, we have all of us first to believe in the 
Word ourselves, and then to spread that know- 
ledge by all the means in our power. 

And if we do this we also shall not lose our 
reward. We also shall receive the commendation 
of our Blessed Lord, "Well done, thou good and 
*^ faithful servant. Thou hast been faithful in 
*^ a few things, I will make thee ruler over many 
*• things. I appoint imto j'ou a Kingdom as my 
*' Father hath appointed unto Me." 
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The Hid Treasure. 

(S. MATTBBir.) 

BY REV. / A VERNON, M,A., 

(Rechr of S. Ambies, Somenet), 



B. Matthew xiii. 44. 

*' The kiDgdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field, the 
which, when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth 
and s^leth all that he hath, and bnyeth ihat field." 

More than 1800 years ago, on the shores of the 
Lake of Gennesareth, busy at the receipt of 
custom, sat one of that despised and abhorred 
class of men, — ^a Publican. There were the busy 
turbaned merchants, there the bands of Boman 
soldiers, there the hated tax-gatherers, and sinful 
men and degraded women; there were the hardy 
boatmen toiling on the lake and casting their nets 
into the water, or spreading them out and washing 
and drying and mending them on the shore. And 
the publican or tax-gatherer sat lonely there, see- 
ing all this busy scene, and thronging crowd ; but 
shut out from the sympathy and love of his race, 
and looked upon only with contempt and dislike. 
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But suddenly a more dense and concentrated 
crowd came into view, and set toward the lak^, 
following closely upon one Man. Perhaps the 
Publican knew who that Man was; perhaps the^ 
fame of His miracles and His teaching had reached 
his ear; perhaps the rumour of a great miracle 
even then just wrought by that Teacher, and of 
His claim to forgive sins also, had already reached 
the toll house and the bench of that receiver of 
custom beside the lake. However, the crowd 
swept on, and their Leader, Jesus of Nazareth, 
the Friend of Publicans and Sinners, must 
certainly pass close in front of the place at which 
Matthew sat. Something already perhaps moved 
that lonely heart with a yearning for such a 
Friend, but he must still sit at the receipt of 
custom, — ^and what were that gracious teaching 
and that loving power to such as he ? Still, his 
eyes were fixed earnestly upon that approaching 
Form ; his heart felt strangely stirred. Judge, 
then, its emotion when the Great Teacher passed 
before the shunned Publican's seat, and with a 
look and tone in which love and authority were 
blended, said unto Him just these two simple 
words, *« Follow Me." 

A strange command, we might think. To 
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give up business, gain, even livelihood, for what? 
Nay, the reason was not given; there was no 
inducement added ; there was but the plaia com-^ 
mand, « Follow Me 1" 

And what did Matthew the publican ? He did^ 
and at once, that which the Master bade. Ac* 
cording to the world's way of looking at things, 
his conduct might seem rash, unbusiness-like, 
absurd.. But there was that within him which 
whispered a higher wisdom than that of the 
world's maxims, Jesus spake and Matthew heard, 
** And he left all, rose up, and followed Him/* 
And all life was changed for him thenceforward, 
Matthew the publican became St. Matthew, the 
Apostle and Evangelist, aye, the first who wrote 
out the Gospel, the glad tidings, for us to read 
and hear hundreds of years after those eye 
witnesses have passed from earth. From that 
memorable moment, I say, he followed Christ, 
and hereafter he shall follow the Lamb whither- 
soever He gojth. And he has become one of 
the twelve foundation stones of the holy city, 
new Jerusalem; and of that temple which is 
built " upon the foundation of the apostles and 
"prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
^' corner stone." oigt zed by Google 
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St. Matthew seems to be a remarkable illus-* 
tration of the imagery of the text. He was not, 
we gather, a merchantman seeking goodly pearls, 
dissatisfied with what the world offered, and 
resting not until the one pearl of great price bad 
been attained. He seems to have been quietly 
pursuing his occupation, with little thought be- 
yond it. Digging in the field, as it were, he 
came suddenly and unexpectedly upon a treasure 
beyond price, and for joy thereof he gladly gave 
tip all he had, to make thitt treasure his own. 

St. Matthew gAve up all, then, to become the 
possessor of this treasure. And be we sure that 
this beautiful history may be and is acted still, 
sometimes, again and again in God's Church, — 
less visibly and openly, but not less really. 
So men, plodding through the world on their 
daily business, their daily digging, may light, 
at some turn in life, upon that which changes 
life for them. They had been placed, it is 
true, in the field of opportunities and advan- 
tages, in the field of God's Church, but they knew 
not, amid the monotonous circle of common 
duties, amid the surrounding traffic, and the 
pleasure-seeking, and the sin, — of the treasure 
buried in the field. At last God's Spirit sud- 
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denly or gradually took the scales from their 
eyes, opened their hearts to perceive, and behold,* 
they discovered what a treasure lay hid in that 
which had seemed to them but a bare field; and 
the base land was transformed into a jewel-chestj 
and they hesitated no longer, but with joy gave 
up all, in order to possess that surpassing good. 
Often, before, they had walked over, had been 
near the good news which the Church has in its 
keeping, but not yet had they in their own ex- 
perience found it ; far less made it their own. 
Partakers in an indifferent way of outward 
observances, perhaps ; hearers with the ear; the 
heart had not been touched ; they had not found 
the treasure yet. But when they once know 
what the field contains, how different and changed 
does this itself become to them I What life in the 
Church's ordinances, its ordinary and special 
services, its prayers and praises, its Sacramenta 
and teaching ; and no sacrifice of time, ease, 
pleasure, money, toil, is too much to make the 
found treasure in deed and very truth their own. 
Thus there have been and are cases in which 
the lover of money, he who hitherto has cared 
chiefly for getting or hoarding, comes upon this 
treasure. His heart hears this command to wake 
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Tip to that whifih he is already pledged to do; 
and to leave the absorbing and sole pursuit of 
things which cannot profit really; and to come^ 
for the true riches, even for treasure in heaven 
which faileth not, to Him Who has so long stood 
speaking, but whose voice was for a long time 
lost upon the bent head and busy heart. At last^ 
however, the gaze was raised from the money 
bench ; and the look of those grave eyes was 
met, and the command of that kind voice sank 
into the soul. Not always, even then, was the 
yeady resolve and quick action of St. Matthew 
repeated; perhaps there was an indecision, a 
reluctance; and the Form passed on, and the 
crowd swept by, and there was a resistance of 
months or days. But, I am speaking now of 
cases, the rarer cases, like that of St. Matthew; — 
not of those commoner ones, in which, after a 
strong impression made, the crowding world 
comes back, when the lonely voice has gone, and, 
though with secret uneasiness, the treasure is let 
go by, and the plodding toil preferred. No, 
sometimes, when the stream has passed by, and 
the Look and the Voice are far away, and the 
crush of life's business would press into the 
heart again, there are cases when that heart, 
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once opened to hear the Lord's command, can- 
not rest nntil it is obeyed. At once, some- 
times ; sometimes after a straggle, all that 
impedes is left, and the eager strife after 
earth's riches forsaken, and the digger of mere 
earth has gone after the hid treasure, and the 
soul has left the world's traffic and has arisen 
and followed Him. Needs not now-a-days indeed 
to give up life's occupations and possessions, 
literally, as St. Matthew did. But they are no 
longer the one chief end of life ; they are indeed 
held in trust for Ood; every opportunity of laying 
them out in His service and to His glory is no 
longer shunned, but sought and thoroughly em- 
ployed, and if in very deed the need came which 
demanded that all should be left to follow Christ, 
the word would scarce be spoken before the bench 
of custom was empty for whoever might occupy 
it, and the happy follower with joy pressing on 
in the footsteps of his Lord. 

Thus is it, in some cases, with the seeker of 
money, I do not mean merely the miser, but him 
to whom business is the chief thing, and that 
whether in a large or a small way. When he raises 
his head, and sees the look and hears the voice; 
when, amid his digging, he lights upon the one 
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treasure ; he then perceives the worthlessness of 
that which he had chiefly songht, and the sar« 
passing value of that which he had overpassed a 
thousand times^ perhaps, but had not found till 
now. And that which is true of him to whom 
life's necessary but transitory occupation and 
business is the chief and the all of his heart, is 
also true of others, who have some other all, 
which is yet merely of this world. The indolent 
and lover of ease, he at last heeds the Voice that 
has been ever since Baptism calling him ; and 
lo, he starts up, he goes against his nature and 
tastes ; what was before a trouble is now a joy, 
what of late was weariness and without interest 
is become a delight; ease, self-indulgence, com- 
fort, are left at the word, for he has arisen and 
is pressing on to follow Christ 

So with the pleasure-seeker. The world's 
foolish vanities and idle fading delights and 
amusements were once his all in all ; self-denial 
was a thing unthought of, heart-religion a thing 
unknown ; Qod's service rather a tie and a burden 
than a joy ; earth's pleasures everything, Heaven's 
peace nothing. It was an unsatisfactory digging; 
at last, a weary digging, without any return. 
Then sometimes the Voice makes itself heard 
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above that busy traffic for trifles ; the treasure 
gleams out amid that profitless digging; and the 
heart learns to love to quit that laughter in which 
it was still sorrowful, that mirth which more and 
more began to end in heaviness ; and to follow 
Him in whose very look and voice there is peace 
that the world cannot give ; peace that passeth 
understanding ; peace well purchased with plea- 
sure's all. 

These instances are truly happy and blessed, 
but, alas, how rare I How men, rich or poor, 
grudge the following Christ I Everything is a 
trouble, and the price always too high. Nothing 
is to be given up : neither ease, nor pleasure, nor 
money : far less cUL How few care to give up 
money and self-gratification for alms-giving; 
how few will care to give up time from ease or 
from interest for extra opportunities of worship- 
ing God in Prayer and Praise 1 The pause is 
made beside them ; the Look is fixed upon them; 
the gracious words are spoken to them. But they 
are too busy, and their eyes are on their own gain 
or ease, or pleasure, and the Voice and the* Look 
have passed on, and the crowd has swept by ; 
and they are alone beside the world's busy lake, 
receiving still its unsatisfying custom, and having 
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let true satisfaction pass them by ; gaming all^ 
may be, and yet possessing nothing ; digging 
ever, but never lighting on that which should 
make further toil unnecessary. Thus is it with 
the more part, even in the Church's field. Christ- 
ians by Baptism, they are worldlings in heart 
and life ; placed in that field to labour, they find 
no rest^ no satisfaction there. Aiid why ? It is 
but a field to them, and they have not found the 
treasure yet. 

Now, let us ask, what are such to do ? How 
shall they attain to the treasure which now they 
possess not ? Seek, I would say to such, — ^seek, 
(if religion be not yet a real thing to you ; a 
thing of the heart : the one thing in a vain world :) 
seek the aid of God's Spirit, especially by the 
use of every appointed means ; worship, — public 
and private, and at every opportunity : — Sacra- 
ments ; hearing and reading. At any rate, be 
diligently digging in the field ; the treasure shall 
be found ; your joy then shall give life to what 
before seemed dull ; and things which seemed 
but a bare field to you before, shall now hold 
that one treasure which is worth possessing ; and 
lands, friends, time, pleasure, gain, life, will, if 
God demand them, be laid down at once as a 
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light price for the securing that treasure. Firsts 
the Kingdom of God ; and then, what mattera 
it? — all, or nothing beside. He who has found 
Christ, can count all else as refuse : and for joy,, 
can sell all, if but he may make that Treasure 
his ovm. 
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Angels. 

(S. lilCHAVL AND ALL ANQBLB.) 

jBYjRT. rev. HARVEY GOODWIN, DM,, 

(Lord Bishop of CarUile,) 



HsBBSlfS L 18, 14. 

** But to which of the angels said He at any time, Sit on My right 
band, nntil I make thine enemies thy footstool ? Are they not all 
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be 
lieirs of salvation,*' 

This day, Christian brethren, is described in the 
book of Common Prayer as the '^ Feast of S. 
^^ Michael and all Angels." It is a day marked 
in onr calendar as one which ought to direct oar 
attention to thoughts concerning those blessed 
creatures of Qod, of whom Holy Scripture tells 
us as being nearer to Him than ourselves, as 
always beholding His face, as ever ready to do 
His will. 

The very fact that the Church of England has 
in this marked manner brought the existence 
and nature of angels before us ought to be 
suj£cient to make us believe that the subject is 
an important one. And if it be so. I think we 
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may safely say tliat it does not receive as mncb 
attention as it deserves : it is jast one of those 
subjects which are put on one side with a flippant 
remark, or which are treated as leading to super- 
stition, just one of the subjects likely to be 
discredited in this matter-of-fact nineteenth 
century. But it is not a subject which will be so 
treated by the earnest and devout, by those who 
(according to Scripture phrase) have ^* walked 
"with God," Probably some of you will re- 
member the story that is told of Hooker's last 
hours : shortly before his death, his physicians 
finding him deep in contemplation and not in- 
clined to discourse, asked bim what was the 
subject of his thoughts : Hooker replied, " that 
" he was meditating the number and nature of 
" angels, and their blessed obedience and order, 
" without which peace could not be in heaven; 
" and oh," added he, " that it might be so on 
"earth!" From which reply it would seem to 
follow, that thoughts, which may be the mockery 
of fools, may also be the dying consolation of 
saints. 

There are two errors exactly opposite to each 
other, into which people may fall, and into which 
some have fallen. On the one hand there is the 
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«rror of the Sadducees, wbo believed in neither 
ungel nor spirit : and these Saddacees have not 
entirely passed away; they have their successors; 
there are men who pique themselves on taking 
common-sense views of things, who believe only 
what they see, who acknowledge no world but 
that which is round about us ; to men of this 
lind the existence of intelligences higher than 
ourselves, nearer God's throne, more pure and 
43piritual than men, must be regarded as a fable 
and a fancy. And upon this form of error the 
only remark I care to make, is that it appears to 
me to be one to which the people of our own age 
are specially liable. But on the other hand there 
is a very different form of error, which exalts the 
angels beyond the position which belongs to 
them, which maJies them (as it were) mediators 
between God and man, and so takes away from 
the Lord Jesus Christ that office which exclusively 
belongs to Him. To this form of error I do not 
think that we are very liable : I only mention it, 
in order that you may perceive how wide the 
limits of error are, and may be prepared to believe 
that there is a true Scriptural view different from 
either of these extremes, and which being free 
from profanity on one hand and superstition on 
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the other is a doctrine tending to edification and 
worthy of being kept in remembrance by all 
Christian souls. 

Now it would be possible to say much in favour 
of the reasonableness and the probability of the 
truth of the doctrine of angels : it might be 
urged that it is very foolish and shallow to deny 
the existence of beings higher than ourselves, 
merely because we cannot see them; nay, I think 
it would be easy to mention facts which seem to 
point to the existence of such beings, and even 
to appeal to many persons as to whether they 
cannot remember parts of their own history 
which seem to lead their minds in the same 
direction ; but I do not intend just now to go 
into such arguments. I think I can find matter 
more useful for this sermon: and therefore, so 
far as the existence of angels is concerned, 1 
shall be content to remark that this is clearly 
the doctrine of Holy Scripture. I need not quote 
passages : they are to be found everywhere. And 
the doctrine of Scripture seems to be this : that 
there is an order of intelligent beings above our- 
selves, who enjoy God's immediate presence, 
or at least a much nearer approach to it than is 
permitted to saints on earth. And concerning 
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these blessed creatnres there are two important 
facts asserted in the language of my text : — ' 
ministering spirits^ they are called: the two 
words correspond with the two facts : give me 
your attention for a moment while I examine them. 
You will observe that in the verses before the 
text the Apostle had been asserting the peerless 
majesty of the Lord Jesus Christ. He and He 
alone was in the truest, highest sense the Son of 
God: Christ was not a mere angel sent from 
God : this might be thought by some, but it was 
not true: to say that Jesus Christ was not merely 
a man, that He was more than that, but that He 
had only an angelic existence, — ^to say this was 
to degrade Him infinitely and to rob Him of His 
majesty. It is in this connection that the Apostle 
declares what the angels really are, and he does 
so in order that it may appear that no one of 
them could be the Christ. And I say that there 
are two important facts which the Apostle is thus 
led to declare concernilig the angels. First they 
are spirits: not limited in their powers and their 
motions as we are, not fettered by the conditions 
of a mortal body, not having thoughts too vast 
for their limited powers of accomplishment, and 
desires stretching out into the infinite, and 
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minds fretting within them like a bird beating 
the bars of its cage; no, not in these respects are 
the angels of God like ourselves in this our 
mortal state. The name of spirit, however much 
it may imply and however little we may be able 
to realise its meaning, certainly signifies as much 
as this : and as God Himself is declared to be a 
Spirit, so the angels being also spirits are so far 
forth partakers of the divine nature. But observe, 
secondly^ that the angels are not independent 
because they are highly exalted : they do not 
please themselves because they are so powerful 
and so free : they are ministering spirits, spirits 
who serve, who are made to obey, who do another's 
will and not their own: servants of God, although 
so near the throne ; or rather this is their title to 
be there, that they entirely obey His commands. 
And observe that they do not obey just when 
there is something to be done, and at other times 
go their own way : the very thing for which they 
live is service : the word used is the same as 
that which would express the public service of 
the Church : and as the true tone of Church 
worship is that of entire devotion of heart and 
thought to God, so I think it is to be understood 
that the whole life of angels is filled with that 
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temper, which sometimes in their most solemn 
worship is the privilege and the pleasure of saints. 
But there is a further point to be noted in this 
service of the angels. It would seem that we 
Christians have a personal interest in their 
service. They are " sent forth to minister," says 
the Apostle, " to those who shall be heirs of salva- 
" tion:" that is to say, as after the awful tempta- 
tion in the wilderness angels came and ministered 
to the Lord Jesus, and as in the garden of 
Gethsemane an angel appeared from heaven to 
strengthen the Lord in His agony, so the mem- 
bers of Christ, His faithful servants on earth, 
still militant against sin, the flesh, and the devil, 
have angelic ministry and help sent direct from 
Heaven. Here, indeed, is the propriety of the 
name angel : messenger : the name seems to 
imply that although having their home in heaven 
their chief employment is to carry the messages 
of God — His heralds in some way which we 
cannot comprehend — ^to all parts of His universe. 
And certainly this is the part of their ministry 
in which we have most interest : it may well 
comfort any one who walks in God's ways with 
faith and zeal to believe that those words are 
true of him : " He hath given His angels charge 
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^^ concerning tliee^ and in tlieir hands they shall 
*^ bear thee up, lest thou hurt thy foot against a 
** stone." I shall not enter into the curious 
question whether there b6 ground for belief that 
each servant of God has his own guardian angel: 
certainly those words of our Lord concerning the 
angels of little children would seem to favour 
such a view: but I shall content myself with the 
broad Scripture truth, that it is part of the office 
of angels to minister to us men : and if this be 
believed, then no one cau say that the doctrine 
of angels is a fanciful speculation, in which we 
have no concern : on the other hand this will be 
true, that every thoughtful person will find in 
the subject much material for solemn religious 
musing, and much to lead him to meditate con- 
cerning his own spiritual life. And since I desire 
above all things to put the doctrine of angels 
before you as having this practical character, I 
will endeavour to shew you several distinct ways 
in which as I believe, and as much better men 
than myself have also believed, the doctrine may 
do our souls good. 

In the first place as a matter of mere contem- 
plation, (as may appear from that story of 
Hooker's deathbed, which I quotedQg^ |^e 
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beginning of this sermon,) it is both profitable 
and delightfal to think upon the angelic host as 
a multitude of absolutely obedient creatures. It 
is profitable, because it illustrates the truth that 
happiness is to be found in doing God's will : 
and it is delightful, because it must rejoice our 
hearts, if we have any zeal for God's honour, to 
see His will obeyed. For what makes the con- 
templation of mankind painful and distressing, 
but their' state of rebellion ? Paradise is a picture 
of delight, but the world as it is cannot be a 
picture of delight, and the holier and better a 
man grows the more does the ungodly atmosphere 
of the world oppress and trouble him. But he 
who has trained his mind to look up from earth 
to heaven can have his soul cheered by the sight 
of that which this world might have been and 
ought to have been : there are beings who have 
no selfish desires and godless aims, " ministering 
" spirits " they, spirits whose very life it is to do 
the will of God. This is no imaginary view, as 
I have already shewn you : it can support the 
heart of a dying saint : and that which can stay 
the mind in the valley of the shadow of death 
must needs be a subject worthy of some con- 
sideration in the days of health and strength. 
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There is another view of the subject akin to 
this, but which must be noticed separately. The 
contemplation of the angels in their obedience 
may well lead us to high thoughts of the majesty 
of God. What is it that impresses us with 
wonder at the creative power of Grod, but the 
order and harmony of the creation? — stars, sun, 
moon, planets, all holding their courses without 
jar or jostling, and all the operations of nature 
from the least to the greatest carried on as though 
an Almighty hand were immediately directing the 
work: it is from these things that we conclude 
the wisdom of Him who has made and governs 
all. But if we wish to see a picture of the moral 
majesty of God, this world does not so easily 
furnish it: we see confusion and rebellion in 
God's dominions, and though we may believe 
that evil will one day vanish, and virtue triumph, 
and vice be hated as it ought to be, still we do 
not see this result at present: on the contrary, 
there is much to grieve us, much even to astonish 
us : and he whose mind has been grieved and 
astonished will gladly raise his mind to the throne 
of God, and see there that picture of God's majesty 
which he knows earth ought to exhibit, but 
which as yet it does not. 
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And this leads me to observe that the holy 
angels are not to be looked upon in mere wonder- 
ing amazement, but are to be regarded as patterns 
of what we ought to be. Our daily prayer ought 
to suggest to us this view of angels: we pray 
that God's will may be done on earth as it is in 
heaven, — done by wham in heaven? surely by 
those ministering spirits of whom I am speaking. 
And observe that they do God's will, not 
mechanically, as the sun and moon do, not with- 
out the exercise of will, but by choice and 
purpose : the angels have a will which for aught 
we know might be exercised in opposition to the 
will of Gtody even as the angels who kept not 
their first estate fell through disobedience : the 
holy angels who minister in heaven serve willingly 
and with the heart ; and herein they are patterns 
for us to follow, and they shew that entire sub- 
mission and ungrudging service are the highest 
condition that a reasonable creature can enjoy. 
Perhaps they may even be taken as examples of 
the way in which we should perform our duty to 
our neighbour : for if to minister to mankind be 
part of their office, and if they do not think it 
beyond their dignity to watch over creatures who 
must seem to them lamentably impure, if on the 
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other hand they are so full of the Spirit of God 
that they rejoice with one accord when a sinner 
repents, then I think we may feel ashamed if we 
take a less charitable view of our brethren, or 
consider their welfare as no concern of ours, or 
despise even the weakest or the simplest of the 
children of God. Ministering spirits are the 
angels; and that man is most like them, who 
cares least about himself and who is most diligent 
and active in going about doing good. 

But still further, a belief in the existence of 
angels, and of angels who are round about us 
ready to minister to our need while we walk in 
the path of holiness, ought to be profitable as 
leading us to habitual caution concerning our 
conduct. "What should be the demeanour of those, 
who believe that there are heavenly witnesses of 
what they say and do ? I suppose this view was 
in S. Paul's mind when he gave the presence of 
angels as a reason for extreme modesty on the 
part of female worshippers in Church: and let 
me say that if S. Paul's argument applies 
universally, teaching us that even in our cham- 
bers we are not alone but in the presence of 
heavenly witnesses who rejoice in our holiness 
and mourn over our falls, we are probably right 
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nevertheless in giving the argument a special 
force with reference to the public service of the 
Church. Is it not hard to believe that if angels 
sojourn upon earth, the assemblies of Christian 
worshippers will be their favourite haunt : the 
Church is most like heaven, and therefore most 
like the angels' home. I would that we could all 
think of this, and comport ourselves accordingly, 
— joining solemnly and reverently in the prayers, 
kneeling when we ought to kneel, throwing our 
whole souls into the service, worshipping God as 
angels worship Him with all the powers of our 
mind and all the strength of our wiU. Yes, my 
Christian brethren, the angels are both companions 
and witnesses of our devotion in this holy place. 
Once more ; the doctrine of the angels teaches 
us the blessedness of serving God — " The angel 
" God campeth round about those that fear Him 
"and delivereth them," — and so also the text 
speaks of angels ministering to those who are 
" heirs of salvation." This then is the portion of 
faithful servants, to have angels to minister to 
them. I cannot undertake to tell you in how 
many and in what ways these ministrations take 
place: I will not pretend to say how often what 
we call good fortun^e, or escapes from danger, or 
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safety from temptation, or peace of mind under 
tryinof circumstances, or the like, may in reality 
be due under God to angelic ministrations: but 
of tfiis I am sure, that a careful examination of 
our lives will lead us to suspect the presence of 
ministering spirits more frequently than we 
might perhaps be disposed to imagine: anyhow 
the text does distinctly assign to angela this 
ofiBce of ministration; and the Lord Himself, when 
in His suflFering humanity, did not disdain such 
help as angels can give. Therefore I think we 
may learn the blessedness of that service which 
brings with it such heavenly help, and we may 
well determine to walk in those ways which 
angels are appointed to guard. 

Do not these hints. Christian brethren, imper- 
fect as they necessarily are, tend to show that 
the doctrine of angels is not a barren fancy, not 
a mere subject for poets, a pretty imagination, 
but that it is one of practical value ? It seems 
to me that it is a doctrine, the meditation upon 
which tends to edification, tends to increase our 
reverence towards God, our thankfulnes to Him, 
our circumspection of conduct, our zeal in devo- 
tion, our charity towards each other. And 
therefore I would ask you to expancLthe hints 
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which I have given, and to endeavour to make & 
doctrine, which nnquestionably is scriptural and 
in which the holiest raen have taken delight, & 
living doctrine in your minds. We may well 
spare some pains to think upon angels, if we 
believe that through the merits of Christ we 
shall spend eternity together: we may rightly 
endeavour to realize our fellowship in worship 
even in this present world : yea, my Christian 
brethren, unless we do think upon angels and 
try to realizetheir companionship in our holy ser- 
vice, how can we join in those noble words which 
our Liturgy teaches us to use — ^words which 
bring before you the doctrine of angels much 
more forcibly than any words of mine, and with 
which I will now conclude : 

" It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, 
" that we should at all times, and in all places, 
" give thanks unto Thee, Lord, Holy Father, 
"Almighty, Everlasting God. Therefore with 
"Angels and Archangels, and with all the 
" company of heaven, we laud and magnify Thy 
"glorious Name ; evermore praising Thee and 
" saying. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, 
"heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 
" Glory be to Thee, Lord Most High! Amen.** 
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The Beloved Physician. 

(S. LUKB.) 

BY REV, E. C. CONEY, M.Ar, 

Vicctr of Biffhbridge, 



Col. IV. 4. 
"Luke the beloved PUysician." 

The recurrence of the Festival of S. Luke 
reminds us of the debt of gratitude which we 
owe to the Beloved Physician. 

As S. Paul was the Apostle of the Gentile 
world, so S. Luke, for many years his companion, 
was pre-eminently its Evangelist. 

Whatever in the Life of our Lord proclaims 
the universality of God's Love as not confined to 
one country only, nor the heritage of only one 
race, S. Luke is careful to record. The Parables, 
for instance, of the Prodigal Son, with its touching 
testimony to the Father's equal care and love for 
both His elder and younger sons, and that of the 
Good Samaritan ; the narrative of the call of 
Zaccheus, and of the penitent washing her Lord's 
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feet, we owe to the pen of the beloved Physician. 
Nor must we forget that he is the Church's first 
and only inspired historian. The proceedings of 
the first Church Synod, the first Missionary 
enterprize, the earliest of the many persecutions 
with which her faith was tried and braced, are 
recorded for us by him. 

So that the debt which we owe him is very 
great indeed. And yet we know perhaps as little 
about him as of any of the Apostles, and less 
than we do of all the other Evangelists. The 
notices of his personal history are remarkably 
few and scanty. 

Born, it would seem likely, at Antioch, the 
cradle of the Gentile Church, trained and 
educated in the medical schools, for which that 
<5ity was famous, for the work of a physician, he 
seems to have moved when still quite young to 
Troas, and settled down there in his profession. 

The preaching of St. Paul during his stay at 
Troas on his second missionary journey, soon 
attracted the young physician, and he seems to 
have joined at once the missionary party, and 
accompanied it to Philippi and other places. 
He must, later, have visited Colossoe also, either 
for or with the Apostle, for S. P^ul sendg a 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



213 

greeting from him to that Church. And later 
still, and quite at the end of 8. Paul's life, we 
find him still clinging to his old teacher, and the 
only companion of the aged Apostle awaiting his 
martyrdom in the dungeon at Rome — "only 

" Luke is with me." 

• 

There are various traditions about his afterlife 
and his death. One, that he was the first 
Evangelist of Africa; another giving him a 
place in the noble army of Martyrs. But this 
mention of him by S. Paul in his second Epistle 
to Timothy is the last inspired one that we have, 
and so we had best be content to leave his end in 
the uncertainty which God has not removed. 

Thus singularly little is known of S. Luke. 
And yet his life is not without its own lessons, 
which it is well that we should remind ourselves of. 

1. And first, this. Let us observe that when 
God set up His kingdom on earth, He did not 
need the intellect or wisdom of men, though 
He sometimes vouchsafed to use it. 

What a very wide distance, intellectually, there 
must have been between S. Peter and S. Luke. 

S* Peter was the rough uneducated fisherman, 
who had spent half his life probably in the fishing- 
boats on the lake of Galilee, loving, eager, resolute, 
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but utterly unread and untaught ; whereas in St, 
Luke we have the refined Scholar, brought up in 
schools of Antioch, an accomplished painter, 
educated to a learned profession, of cultivated 
habits, and probably well versed in other subjects 
besides those which had been his special study. 

And yet here we see God putting the cleverest 
not first but second, "confounding the world 
*^with the foolishness of preaching," making 
*nhe first" (as the world would reckon) "last 
" and the last first" It was not probably till 
the apostolic band was completed, and the Church 
firmly established, that S. Luke was even called 
to be a disciple; and even then he never became 
an apostle, nor occupied such a position as the 
lowest of the twelve. We have long accounts of 
S. Peter's and S. John's preaching and miracles 
— not a word of S. Luke's. And what is the 
lesson which God is reading us here but this, 
that in the most momentous work that could be 
done for man. He did not Tieed any gifts that 
man could bring to the accomplishment of it ? 

But, though He did not need them. He did not 
despise them, but used them when and how He 
saw fit. A Gospel which was intended chiefly 
for Greek readers, who so fit to write it as one 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



216 

i¥ho from his bringing up would be most likely 
to know the wants, the yearnings, the difficulties 
of those for whom he wrote ? The first Church 
History, who so able to compile it as the only 
one of the Evangelists who had the advantage of 
a liberal education. And so this was 8. Luke's 
work for God. For both the half-educated fisher- 
man and the learned physician there was a niche 
in the Church of Christ. All ranks, intellects, 
and occupations were pressed into Christ's ser- 
vice, and fitted for it. There was room for all. 
Nothing so low but it might be elevated and 
ennobled, nor so niigh but that it might be lifted 
higher still. 

Do not let us then over estimate gifts whether 
of intellect, or station, or position, or health, or 
anything else. God does not want any of them. 
He can do without all. He went to Galilee, aftd 
from thence He chose a Peter to be the first 
pillar of His Church, its teacher and its guide, 
and to him He gave the keys of His kingdom : 
when in the schools at Antioch there was a Luke 
waiting ready to be converted and to relinquish 
all for his Master's sake. No gifts are of any 
value in God's sight for their own sake, uor 
unless we are ready as and rv/ien He calls us. to 
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lay them down at our Master's feet, and dedicate 
them to His service. 

Nor on the other hand, let us despise them, if 
they are so dedicated. God has got his own use 
for every one of us, great or little, learned or 
simple. S. Peter was the Church's leader, S. 
Luke its historian. We can, we mitsty all do 
something for God in the world before our sun 
sets behind the everlasting hills ; and not some- 
thing only, but just that very thing which God 
wants done. May we only be found in the Great 
Day to have understood our work, neither 
attempting what we are not called to, nor des- 
pising what we are ! 

2. From these, thoughts spring another. 

We see here this remarkable principle in 
Christ's dealings with men, that when He called 
them to Him He did not so much destroy their 
former occupations as elevate them. When He 
called the fishermen Peter and Andrew, James 
and John from their boats, He told them that 
there was a nobler work in store for them — 
" Follow me," He said, " and I will make you 
"fishers of men." When S. Luke was led to 
relinquish, for a time at least, his practice as a 
physician at Troas, and throw in his lot with the 
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Gospel, he ceased to be a physician of the body 
only that he might become a physician of the 
BOuL His work vras raised, not changed. And 
this seems to be a leading principle in Gtod's 
dealings with ns all. Things earthly, earthly 
callings, habits, tastes, occnpations, if pure and 
blameless in themselves, are capable of being 
ennobled, and enlisted in Gon's service. Take a 
simple illustration. What can be more degrading 
and soul-destroying than many of the pictures 
which we sometimes see, depicting scenes of sin, 
or stirring up idle and wicked imaginations ? 
And yet, surely painting has been made to serve 
the very highest and holiest purposes, and incite 
to devotion, love, pity. Who does not know how 
music, though oftentimes turned to the vilest 
purposes, has a charm quite its own to thrill or 
subdue the souls of men ? Nor can we ever fulfil 
the creature's supreme duty without calling it in 
to our aid. 

God would have us see then in all our earthly 
duties and interests, types and memorials of 
higher duties and more enduring pleasures, and 
so make this world in very truth the school and 
nursery for heaven. 

This, I think, is a very obvious lesson, fwe dare 
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not say a fancifal one), which we learn from the 
beloved physician, called (as the collect says) to 
be ** a physician of souls." 

3. And further — notice this. His lon>er work 
FITTED him for his higher. As the Galilean 
fishermen learnt, no doubt, to be patient and 
watchful and self-denying in their apostolic 
labours, when they called to mind those nights 
of bootless toil on the lake; so we can hardly 
doubt that, as the skilful physician, Luke, re- 
membered the marvellous intricacies of manV. 
body, and the care and skill needed in the treats 
ment of many diseases, he too learnt something 
of the difficulties of dealing with diseases of the 
soul. He could hardly have expected that the 
higher part of man would be a less mysterious 
part to deal with than the lower. If, in order 
to practise in the one department successfully^ 
he must be educated in the far-famed schools of 
Antioch, how necessary if he would exercise the 
other office aright, to seek the teaching and 
training of the Grood Physician Himself. 

And here it is that the lessons of S. Luke's 
Day seem to come home to each one of us, and 
especially perhaps in these days. It is a great 
and awful tit le with which the Collect invests for 
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all time the memory of the beloved Physician, 
when it calls him "the Physician of the soul.'* 
In one sense, indeed, oar Lord Himself is the 
One Physician, as He is, too, the One Shepherd, 
the One Priest. Bat in another, S. Luke is most 
truly and fittingly called so too. And in another 
still, the office^ if not the title, belongs now to 
those who are called to the Ministry of souls in 
Christ's Church. The name matters little ; the 
work, the office remains. Such, whether they 
will or not, are entrusted with the duty, awful 
and solemn as it is, of dealing individually, under 
the Good Physician, with sin-sick souls. If they 
would be true to their Master, they can neither 
escape it, if they desired to do so, nor dare they 
refrain from administering in His Great Name, 
such remedies, whether of punishment or relief 
which the patient needs. 

Would that those of us who are called to this 
ministry, apprehending more its difficulties, and 
its responsibilities, sought oftener and more sin- 
cerely His help, and His teaching to discharge 
their office aright I Would that they had caught 
more of His Spirit in dealing faithfully, and yet 
wisely and lovingly with the souls committed to 
them ! 
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And would that those to whom they are sent 
to minister, accepted more often the remedies 
which the GKkmI Physician has provided through 
the ministry of His Church. We all need such 
remedies and such ministry. They may be bitter 
and painful. What medicines are otherwise? 
Do not let us refuse them, because they are so. 
K our souls were well and healthful we should 
not want them. Those who know themselves, 
best know most their need. May we each know 
ours, and whether in health or on the bed of 
sickness, have ever to minister to us one who 
will be true to His Master and ours, who has 
realized the fearfulness of his office as a Physician 
of the soul, and who will not fear to administer 
faithfully that medicine of the Holy Gtospel which 
the Good Physician has taught him our soul 
most needs I 
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ZEAL to be TEMPERED WITH LOVE 

(SS« SnCON AND JUBB.) 

BY REV. R C. BLYTH, MA., 

(Curate q/ Kew-cumrPetersham^ 



S. John XV. 17 
" These things I command yon, that ye love one another.* 

S. JUDE 8. 

*^ That ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints." 

TsOBi Church commemorates in her services to-day 
" Simon called Zelotes, and Judas, the brother 
"of James," two of the twelve.. Very little is 
told us of either of them. The former is some- 
times called the Canaanite, which is supposed to 
express, not the name of the city or country 
where he was bom, but the zeal which was the 
chief feature in his character. The word is in 
Hebrew equivalent to the word Zelotes in Greek 
— ^both signifying zealot. But it is uncertain 
why this name of zealot was given to him. 
There was a sect of the Jews called zealots, whb 
were remarkable for the fierce zeal which charao- 

JfO, 20. Digitized by Google 



222 

terised their religion, and some think that S. 
Simon belonged originally to this sect — ^in which 
case his conversion would be a singular proof of 
the power of Gtod's grace in bringing such an 
one to the gentleness and meekness required of 
a disciple of Christ ; but others think that he 
received this name after his call to the apostle- 
ship, for the great zeal with which he preached 
the faith of Christ, and the indignation he dis- 
played against those who professed with their 
lips to be His servants, but dishonoured Him in 
their lives. Nothing beyond his name and his 
call by our Lord is related of him individually 
in scripture, and litcle in Church history. He is 
reported (though on doubtful authority) to have 
preached the gospel in Cyprus, Cyrene, and 
Mauritania, and to have been crucified in Jud»a 
in the reign of Domitian. 

Of S. Jude we know a little more, but only a 
little. He was a brother, that is, probably, a 
cousin of our Lord. He is called Tbaddeus, 
for his zeal, and Lebbeeus, for his understanding 
and prudence. He, too, was one of the twelve, 
and brother of James. One incident of his life 
is related in the gospel, namely, that when our 
Lord was discoursing to His disciples before He 
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suflFered, and was telling them that whoever loved 
Him should be loved of His Father, and that He 
Himself would love him, and manifest Himself 
unto him, S. Jude asked our Lord — '' How is it 
" that thou wilt manifest Thyself unto us, and 
"not unto the world?" Jesus answered and 
said unto him, " If a man love Me, he will keep 
"my words; and My Father will love him, and 
" We will come unto him and make Our abode 
" with him. He that loveth Me not keepeth not 
" My saying; and the word which ye hear is not 
" Mine, but the Father's, which sent Me." He 
wrote a short epistle for the general use of the 
Church, in which all are " exhorted to contend 
" earnestly for the faith once (for all) delivered 
"unto the saints," and to oppose those false 
teachers who sought to corrupt it; but lest their 
zeal should make them forget to exercise charity, 
he bids them use every means to save them, and 
have compassion on them, and pull them out of 
the fire of heresy and schism, and build them- 
selves up in their most holy faith, keeping them- 
selves in the love of God, and waiting for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 
He is said to have laboured for the gospel in 
Persia, and to have suffered martyrdom there at 
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the hands of the magi for his faithful reproof of 
their superstitious doctrines and practices. 

This brief summary of the recorded history of 
these two servants of Christ is very striking, in 
the first place, from the fact that it presents so 
few details of their life and labours and character 
and death. We should have supposed that saints 
so eminent as they undoubtedly were, would have 
had a conspicuous place in the scripture history, 
and that their history would have been handed 
down from generation to generation. But 
"God's ways are not as our ways, nor His 
" thoughts as our thoughts." The record of 
their deeds is not forgotten by Him, their names 
and their deeds are duly chronicled in the 
Lamb's book of life ; but He keeps for another 
day the publication of their works of faith and 
labours of love. And we may learn this lesson 
in passing: that we may well rest contented to 
be unknown by the world, feeling sure that " the 
^' Lord knoweth them that are His." We may 
be "unknown" here, but are "well known" 
there, if we are truly His. We need, therefore, 
have no wish to be conspicuous above others, or 
to have such good deeds as Ood may enable us . 
to do blazoned before men. Our very best actions 
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mnfit ever furnish us with more subject for self 
humiliation and shame, than for self congratula- 
tion and esteem. God ordains our sphere of use- 
fulness for each one of us ; and we may depend 
upon it that we shall glorify Him the most^ and 
do most good both to ourselves and others, by 
contentedly doing our work in the sphere, how- 
ever obscure and contracted, of His appointment. 
To some it is given to bring whole countries to 
the knowledge of His name, and subjection to 
His will. It will be abundantly blessed for us if 
we can, by His help, reclaim never so small a 
portion from the wilderness, and make it ^^ rejoice 
^^and blossom as the rose." As most cottages 
have around them little gardens, which their 
occupants make as bright and fruitfdl as they 
can, so we should all try to make some little 
portion of our world fruitful for God, and turn, 
by His grace, our dwellings into temples of 
prayer and praise, and our precincts into gardens 
of righteousness. And we must not be down- 
hearted if our labours are only partially success- 
ful, and their fruits apparently unnoticed or 
forgotten. Of SS. Simon and Jude we know 
little but their names. But if, like them, we 
work zealously and lovingly for God, our labour 
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shall not be in vain, but shall be recognized and 
rewarded at the last The words, " Well done 
'^ thou good and faithful servant '' shall be our 
welcome hereafter to the "joy of our Lord.*' 

But let us now proceed to gather some of the 
lessons which the Church suggests to us in her 
services to-day. We may mention three — a 
lesson, first, of Christian zeal ; secondly, of 
Christian love; thirdly, of Christian unity. Let 
us briefly consider these three points. 

1. This festival teaches us the lesson of Christian 
zeal. Hear how forcible are the words of S. Jude 
which we read in the epistle for the day: 
"Beloved," he says, " when I gave all diligence 
" to write unto you of the common salvation, it 
" was needful for me to write unto you and ex- 
" hort you that ye should earnestly contend for 
"the faith which was once delivered unto the 
"saints. For there are certain men crept in 
" unawares, who were before of old ordained to 
" this condemnation, ungodly men, taming the 
" grace of our God into lasciviousness, and deny- 
" ing the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus 
" Christ." " But ye, beloved, building up your- 
" selves in your most holy faith, praying in the 
"Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of 
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* Qt)D." How earnestly he exhorts them, in 
these words, to work zealously together to drive 
out all false doctrines from among them, and to 
continue in the faith which had once for all been 
delivered unto them! This apostle evidently 
did i^ot think, as so many think now-a-days, that 
it matters little what men believe, so long as 
their lives are moral, and their general conver- 
sation outwardly blameless. He thought, as the 
Church teaches W5, that we have as much need 
to pray our Lord to deliver us from all false 
doctrine, heresy, and schism, as we have to pray 
Him to deliver us from fornication and unclean- 
ness, and envy, hatred, and malice, and all 
uncharitableness ; and not only to pray to be 
kept in the true faith, but to contend earnestly for 
tliat Ik I til, tlijit it. may not be in any way corrupted. 
^Id Ijuve been our condition now, if 
of old had not thus stemmed the 
find infidelity which even then was 
ict in? What should we have done 
iili, which Christ delivered to His 
lis apostles to the Church at large, 
td to be smothered and crusted 
*alod by the doctrines of men ? We 
tseii running hither and thither in 
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painful perplexity 9 groping after the truth, instead 
of being familiar with the glorious truths which 
are the mainstay of our faith in life and of our 
hope in death. And let us remember that it is 
our bounden duty to hand down those precious 
truths, unaltered, as a heritage to our children^ 
even as our forefathers have delivered them to 
us, and so to preserve them in their integrity in 
our generation as they did in theirs. 

2. The next lesson the Church teaches us to- 
day is, that our zeal must ever be tempered by 
love. The very first words of the gospel for the 
day teach us this, "These things I command 
"you, that ye love one another." The chief 
reason, probably, why the Church has done so 
little in recovering the erring and deceived is, 
that there has been so much bitterness and anger 
mixed up with our zeal. The history of the 
Church abundantly shows that those who have 
been the most zealous in controversy have too 
often been lacking in charity. It is true, of 
course, that no portion of the truth may be 
sacrificed with the object of keeping peace — "the 
"wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
" peaceable " — ^yet it is a matter of indispensable 
necessity that we should "speak the truth in 
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**loye/' "in meekness instructing those that 
"oppose themselves;'* not calling others hard 
names, because they differ from ourselves, but 
seeking, by brotherly love, to show them that 
we are contending not for ourselves or for our 
party, but for Christ and His truth, and for their 
own souls ; and while we are firm, and uncom- 
promising wherever there is a principle to be 
maintained, meeting them as far as our conscience 
will permit, as far, that is, as we can do so with- 
out betraying what we believe to be the truth of 
God. 

3. The third lesson the Church would have us 
learn to-day is the lesson of unity. So she teaches 
us to pray, in the collect for the day, that as 
God has built His Church upon the foundation 
ol the apostles and prophets, Christ Himself 
being the head corner-stone, we may be so joined 
together in unity of spirit by their doctrine, that 
we may be made an holy temple, acceptable unto 
Him — each of us a separate living stone in that 
spiritual temple, but all of us built up together 
in that one temple of His Church. And how 
shall we secure that unity of spirit? Remember 
it is not mere uniformity that we are to seek. 

Men are differently gifted and differently con- 
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stituted, one after this manner and another after 
that manner — their tastes, and perceptions, and 
judgments will necessarily differ to a certain 
degree, so that we cannot and need not in minor 
points think exactly alike, though in matters of 
vital importance, we must, as the apostle says, 
be of one accord, of one mind. If we hear 
several persons singing together, and they all 
sing exactly the same notes, or, as we say, in 
unison, the effect is monotonous because of the 
uniformity; but if, while they sing the same 
piece of music, each contributes his own part, 
the soprano, alto, tenor, and bass, there is no 
longer the monotony of uniformity, but the 
harmony of unity. But it must be the same 
piece of music, otherwise the effect will be discord. 
So we must indeed hold to the same doctrines of 
the faith of Christ, and not swerve ourselves 
from or surrender to others one jot or tittle of 
the faith once delivered to the saints, but in 
minor matters we may vary, so long as we 
" endeavour to keep the unity of the spirit in the 
"bond of peace.'* Zeal without love will de- 
generate into bitterness and mere party spirit; 
love without zeal will degenerate into laxity and 
latitudinarianism : but zeal and love combined, 
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while they maintain orthodoxy of doctrine, will 
also produce unity of spirit. And if we remember 
that the longest prayer of our Lord which is 
recorded in the gospel -is for the unity of His 
Church, and that He Himself has said that the 
unity of the Church will conduce more than 
anything else to the conversion of the world, we 
shall see how wise is that rule which S. Augustine 
has laid down — ^^ Let there be in essentials unity, 
^^in non-essentials, liberty, but in all things 
"charity/' 
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The City of the Saints. 

(All Saints.) 

BY REV. / E. VERNON, 
(Vicar o/BtdbHoOer, Tauniaik) 



Psalm cxltil 2, 8, i. 

**The Lord doth build up Jerusalem, He gatfaereth together the 
outcasts of Israel. He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up 
their wounds. He telleth the number of the stars, He caUeth them 
all by their names." 

To understand the first part of my text, we must 
turn to the Kevelation of S. John, chapter xxl, 
where he tells us that he saw " the holy city, 
" new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 
"heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
"husband." This is the "city which hath 
" foundations, whose builder and maker is God.** 
This is the city whose foundations are the apostles 
and prophets, whose corner-stone is Christ, which 
is built of living stones, even the saints of God. 
This is the Jerusalem which God doth even now 
build up, and when the last stone is laid, that is, 
when the perfect number of the saints is made 
up, then will come the final judgment of the 
wicked and the gathering together of the outcasts 
of Israel, from the four winds, from the one end 
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of heaven to the other. Yes, that great city 
which S. John saw, is, in its beauty and pet- 
fection a figure of the blessed company of the 
saints of God. The city appeared in the form of 
a perfect cube, the length and breadth and height 
of it all equal — this signifies the perfect number 
of the saints. It was *^ of pure gold, like imto 
" clear glass," this signifies that as gold is refined 
and purified in the fire, so the saints who com- 
pose that mystical city have been refined and 
purified in the furnace of aflSiction, in fiery trials, 
and much tribulation. The gates of pearl and 
the foundations garnished with precious stones 
signify the different virtues of the saints — ^the 
pearl gates especially may signify their purity 
and humility, for the pearl, so much prized for 
its pure whiteness, lies hidden in obscurity in a 
rouffh and mean shell in " the dark unfathomed 
"caves of ocean," until it is sought out and 
exalted from its abasement to the brightest 
honours ; and the gates being made of pearl 
signify that none can enter there without purity 
and humility. In the foundations of the city 
were the names of the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb, shewing that only those who hold the 
faith as taught by them, and continue stedfastly 
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in their doctrine and fellowship^ c&n find a place 
in that mystical city of the saints. The great 
and high wall of the city, and the angels stationed 
to guard the gates, shew how perfectly the saints 
shall be fenced round and protected from all danger 
and temptation, and shew also the impossibility of 
there entering in "anything that defileth, neither 
^' whatsoever worketh abomination or maketh a 
" lie." In that it is said that there is no night 
there but unending day, this shews that all dark- 
ness of error and ignorance will be for ever 
cleared away from the minds of the saints, who 
will need no sun or moon, no created light, for 
their souls will be perfectly enlightened by the 
presence among them of the Lord Gtod Almighty 
and the Lamb ; they will see God face to face, 
and know even as they are known. Every saint 
who departs hence in the grace and love of God 
goes to make up the perfect number of that 
glorious company of which the city which S. 
John saw in his vision is so beautiful a figure. 
And as in a material building, the builder shapes 
the stones, cutting them, and polishing them, 
smoothing their roughness, and adapting them 
to fit perfectly into the places prepared for them, 
so God shapes and prepares His saints by troubles 
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and trials in this life to fill the place He designs 
them for in the heavenly Jerusalem. In this 
world the saints are as outcasts, stones rejected 
of earthly builders, as the chief corner stone, 
Jesus Christ, was rejected before them ; many of 
them "were stoned, were sawn asunder, were 
*^ tempted, were slain with the sword ; they wan- 
" dered about in sheep-skins and goat-skins ; 
^^ being destitute, aflSicted, tormented ; (of whom 
the world was not worthy) they wandered in 
"deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and 
" caves of the earth." All " came out of great 
" tribulation," and men " cast out their names 
" as evil " for Christ's dear name's sake. But 
whom the world casts out, God gathers together, 
whom the world despises and rejects, God honours 
and elects. 

They who are broken in heart, contrite that is, 
broken-hearted on account of their many sins, 
true penitents, these also find admission into the 
number of the blessed ones. God bindeth up 
their wounds, " He healeth those that are broken 
" in heart and giveth medicine to heal their sick- 
^^ness." "For thus saith the high and lofty 
" One that inhabiteth eternity. Whose Name is 
^* Holy : I dwell in the high and holy_place, with 
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^ him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, 
" to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive 
^^ the heart of the contrite ones;" and again, ^^O 
^^thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not 
*' comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with 
^^fair colours, and lay thy foundations with 
^' sapphires." Broken-hearted and wounded in 
spirit God's people may be through the world's 
unkindness and opposition, through the coldness 
even of those who should be their nearest and 
dearest. Their actions misrepresented and their 
motives misunderstood, they fly for comfort to 
Him Who inviteth the weary and heavy laden, 
and And rest and refreshment at last in the land 
of peace, sweet companionship among the blessed 
saints, and perfect happiness there where all 
tears are wiped away forever by the loving hands 
that were pierced. Blessed are those true Israel- 
ites whom the world casts out with jeers and 
mockery, but whom Qod gathers in amid the 
songs of His angels, and numbers with His 
saints in glory everlasting I There they ** shall 
^^ shine as the brightness of the firmament and 
" as the stars for ever and ever." And as Gk)D 
tells the number of the stars, so knoweth He the 
mmiber of His people. In them, the^trueJsrael, 
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shall be fulfilled His promise to Abraham, that 
his seed should be as the stars of heaven for 
multitude. ^^One star differeth from another 
" star in glory " — and so shall it be with the 
saints— each one glorious, each one holy, each 
one a burning and shining light in that con- 
stellation of glory ; but yet each with a glory 
peculiar to himself, each exhibiting some ray of 
holiness in especial prominence, one, as Moses, 
eminent for meekness 5 one, as Joseph, for purity; 
one, as David, for penitence; one, as S. Paul, for 
suffering ; one, as S. John, for love ; one as S. 
Peter, for zeal; one, as Job, for patience ; one, 
as John Baptist, for courage and mortification ; 
one, as S. Stephen, for forgiveness of injuries; 
one, as Abraham, for strong faith ; another, as 
S. Andrew, for brotherly love ; another, as 
Nathanael, for guilelessness ; another, as the 
Blessed Virgin, for humility. The Church cele- 
brates them all to-day^ gathering up all her 
richest flowers in one choice nosegay, offering to 
God a sweet smelling savour, gazing up to all the 
stars in her firmament, lost in a joyful bewilder- 
ment at their number and brightness; some she 
sees large and distinct as the planets, others 
lesser, and more remote, some too indistinct .to b^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



238 

discerned by the naked eye, but all known to 
God and seen clearly by Him, each shining with 
a radiance of its own, and all " for ever singing 
<<as they shine, the Hand that made us is 
" Divine." " The heavens declare the glory of 
" Gk>D, and the firmament sheweth His handi- 
" work. There is no speech nor language where 
"their voice is not heard.'* "Out of every 
" kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation,'' 
from north, and south, and east, and west, th^ 
have been redeemed unto God by the Blood of 
the Lamb. And as the shepherd calleth his own 
sh^ep by name, so the true Shepherd, Jesus 
Christ, calleth all His saints by their names. 
In His book of life they are written, and when 
that great muster-roll is read out, there shall not 
one of them be missing — ^thos6 whose bodies have 
been devoured by wild beasts, those who have 
been consumed to ashes in the fire, those who 
have been drowned in the depths of the sea, all will 
come forward and answer to their names as, one 
by one, they are read out from the book, and Jesus 
will write upon them His new Name, the Name of 
God and the name of the city of God, which is new 
Jerusalem, and own them His for ever in reward 
for their having confessed Him before men. 
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let us love, let us honour the blessed saints, 
whom God delighteth to honour. Let us keep 
their Festival on this day •with great joy and 
thankfulness to God Who redeemed them and 
enabled them by His grace to triumph over the 
temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil, 
and to endure such great suflFerings for His 
Name's sake. Let us ask Him to permit us to 
share in the blessings which He gives in answer 
to their prayers; let us beseech Him to grant us 
grace so to follow His blessed saints in all 
virtuous and godly living, that we may come to 
those unspeakable joys which He has prepared 
for them that unfeignedly love Him. And, 
while we honour those mighty conquerors, those 
noble martyrs, those spotless virgins, those brave 
confessors, whose names are held in such deserved 
esteem in the Church, let us not forget to bless 
God's holy Name for aU His servants departed 
this life in His faith and fear ; let us remember 
our own dear departed friends and relations, of 
whom we have good cause to hope, that they fell 
asleep in Jesus ; these too, lesser stars in the 
firmament of heaven, the Church commemorates 
this day together with all saints. For them 
we should thank our God, for all the love they 
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bestowed us when in the flesh, for all we saw in 
them that was gentle, and holy, and Christ-like, for 
all their patience and meekness in suffering, for 
all the gifts that His grace bestowed upon them, 
for all their good advice, kindly encouragement to 
ns to persevere in the right way, gentle rebukes 
and warnings, and Christian examples, for their 
final deliverance out of the miseries of this sinful 
world — for all these we should surely thank God 
with all our hearts on this blessed Festival, 
adding, moreover, a prayer for them — ^that one 
given in our beautiful burial service, — "that all 
*' those that are departed in the true faith of His 
^^holy name, may, as well as ourselves, have 
" their perfect consummation and bliss, both in 
'^ body and soul, in His eternal and everlasting 
^^ glory." 

These, then, should be our first thoughts on All 
Saints Day, thoughts of the blessed saints and of 
our dear ones who have gone, as we hope, to 
Paradise. Chiefly we should praise and. glorify 
God for the graces bestowed on His Saints. 
Then, turning last^ not selfishly, ^r^^, to our^ 
selvesy let us consider what we should learn 
from All Saints Day. First, we should seriously 
consider what influence upon our lives has that 
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article of our bdief — "I believe in the Communion 
*^of Saints," and gladly should we avaU ourselves 
pf the opportunity of drawing near to the altar 
to receive on this day the Blessed Sacrament in 
which God ^^ assures us of His favour and good- 
^^ ness towards us, and that we are very members 
" incorporate in the mystical Body of His Son, 
"which is the blessed company of all faithful 
"people." In that Holy Sacrament we have 
communion and fellowship with our dear Lord 
Jesus Christ, and through Him with all the 
saints living and departed. We feed upon that 
heavenly manna, that Bread of Life which 
nourished and sustained the Saints of Jesus in 
their weary pilgrimage through tiie wilderness. 
Next, the Festival of All Saints, on which we 
are led to contemplate their holy lives and £Edth- 
fulness unto death, should make us more in 
earnest to follow their bright examples, should 
cheer us in our trials as we see how in their 
trials, God made all things work together for 
good to them, because they loved Him. And 
we should pray to God that we may come purified 
out of every trial, victors out of every temptation, 
and that He will, by His grace, shape and fit us 
to be builded together with His saints, joined 
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together with them upon the one Foundation, 
Jesus Christ; in that New Jerusalem which is 
even now, daily and hourly, growing up under 
His hands. Oh blessed living temple of the 
Lord, having the glory of God and for ever 
irradiated with His Presence, may we not be 
outcasts from Thee I when it descends from God 
out of heaven, as a bride adorned for her husband, 
may we be within its gates of pearl I may we 
hear our names read out from the Book of Life, 
and shine like stars for ever around that central 
sun when He shall rise with healing in His 
wings, to heal the broken hearted and bind up 
their wounds for ever I 

But if this is to be, dear brethren, we must 
tread the path of the Cross which they have trod 
before, we must follow Him Whom they followed, 
we must live, as they lived, by faith in Him, we 
must love Him Whom they loved, serve Him 
Whom they served, and walk in the Light as He 
is the Light, and thus shall we have fellowship 
one with another, and be cleansed from all sin in 
the precious Blood of Jesus Christ. 

THE END. 
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Harvest, Holy Communion, Ember Day, and 
General Sermons. 



Vol. VI. includes a Set of Short Addresses or 
Meditations on the Seven Last Words, Autumn, 
Good Friday, and General Sermons. 

Amon^ the Contributors are: Bp. HarveyGoodwin,&the 
Revs. Canon Walsham How, Preb. Fowle, W. Michell, 
Canon A. R. Ashwell, H. W. Burrows, Dr. Francis 
Hessey, S. W. Skeffington, M. F. Sadler, R. D. 
B. Rawnsley, J. B. Wilkinson, W. H. Lyttelton, 
F. C. Blyth, Dr. Monsell, E. H. Blyth, J. H. 
Gumey, S. Baring-Gould, Canon Kingsley, F. E. 
Paget, J. E. Vernon, J. B. Dykes, The Editor, etc. 

"These Sermont are- intended for preeticul end deToblonal use, and 
for all persons, educated as well as uneducated, they are thoroughly well 
adapted, both by thefa* earnest and excellent tone, and by the plainness of 
the& style.*'— Guardian. 

*'They are good specimens of Sermons for a country congregation."-^ 

Chunk TifMt, 



PLAIN PREACHING 

FOR A YEAR. 



The great success of the various series of Plain 
Preaching to Poor People in meeting a widely-felt want 
of Short Plain Sermons realty suitable for Coontrj 
Parishes and for the less educated classes in large towns, 
has induced the publication under the above title of a 
Complete Coubse (about 70 Sermons) for 

ALL THE SUNDAYS. & CHIEF HOLY DAYS 

of the Christian Year, together with a few Sermons for 
Special Occasions, as Harvest, Confibmation, Schools, 
FuNEBAL, Missions, etc. 

The work is edited by the Bev. Edmund Fowle, and the 
names of the following Contributors (among whom will 
be found many of Uie most eminent Plain Sermon 
Writers of the day,) furnish a sufficient guarantee that 
it is of its kind one of the most valuable ever 



published : 

Ebv. Canon A. R. Ashwbll. 

Bbv. Georgb Bodt. 

Aev. John Hnry Blunt. 

Bbv. E. H. Bltth. 

Ebv. F. C. Blyth. 

Ebv. H. W. Burrows. 

Ebv. J. G. Cowan. 

Ebv. J. B. Dykes. 

Thb Editor. 

Ebv. S. Baring-Gould. 

Bp. Harvby Goodwin. 

Ebv. Dr. Francis Hesset. 

Ebv. 0. A. Hbuutlby. 



Bev. Canon W. W. How. 
Ebv. Dr. W. J. Irons. 
Bev. S. C. Malan. 
Ebv. a. Mozley. 
Ebv. F. E. H. H, Noybs. 
Eev. F. E. Paget. 
Rev. E D. B. Eawnslby. 
Eev. M. H. Eicketts. 
Ebv. S, W. Skefpington. 
Ebv. S. J. Stone. 
Ebv. J. E, Vbrnon. 
Eev, J. E Woodpord. 
Eev, J. B. Wilkinson. 



The work is published in Two Volumes, cloth extra, 
red edges, price 10s. 

There is also a Third and supplementary volume for 
All the Saints' Days, price 4s. 
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WILLIAM SKEFFINGTON, 163, PICCADILLY, W. 



PLAIN SERMONS FOR COUNTRY 
CONGREGATIONS, 

Publithed h^ 
W. SKEFFINGTON, 163, PICCADILLY, W. 



COW'AN (REV. J. G.) PLAIN SERMONS, 4th 
Series, contains :— TWENTY-FOUR PLAIN SERMONS 
for Advent, Christmas, New Year, Lent, Good Friday, Easter, 
Harvest, and Sermons on General Subjects, square fcap. 8vo. 
clothf 5s. ; by post, 5s. 4d. 

PLAIN SERMONS, I St Series, containing 

TWELVE PLAIN SERMONS, cloth, 3s. 6d.,bypost,3s.8d. 

" Truly so called Plain Sermons. We have seldom read Plain 
Sermons so good." — Guardian. 
** Excellent, clear, forcible, and interesting." — Church Review. 

BURROWS (REV. H. W.) PAROCHIAL 

SERMONS, 3rd Series, contains :— TWENTY-SIX 
SERMONS, including Advent, Christmas, New Year> 
Epiphany, from Ash -Wednesday to Easter Sunday, Ascension^ 
Whitsunday, Harvest, etc., etc., cloth, Ss., by post, 5s. 3d. 

"Mr. Burrows* Sermons are full of thought, matured by- 
Christian experience, and expressed in quiet and reverentiju 
language.** — Guardian. 

" Short, practical, and with thoroughly sound church teaching.** 

Churchman* 8 Magaxme*. 

FOWLE (REV. EDMUND) Daniel and his Three 
Friends. SEVEN SHORT AND VERY SIMPLE 
SERMONS for Country Congregations, crown 8vo. chth, 
IS. 6d., by post, is. 74d. 

The Writer of Daniel and his Three Friends is far less 

ambitious, but more useful. His Sermons are what they profess to 
be, the plainest aud most intelligible of practical expositions of 
Scriptura" — Guardian. 

" These Sermons were delivered to the poor people of a Country 
Congregation, and they are characterized by all the homely vigour 
clearness of expression, and purity of style, necessary/-ia ii 
fluch an audience.— i/oncAw^cj' Courier, °'9 ^^^^ by v^OC 



By RKV. FORBES E. ^WINSLOW, late Curate of 
S. Matthiasy Stoke, Newington. 

THE PO^WER OF THE GROSS AND OTHER 
SERMONS ; just published (including Schools, Missions, On 
entering a New Cure, and General Sermons) ; 3/6. Post free 
for 3/8. 

" Of unusual merit."— JoA» BuU.. 

*^ A good specimen of earnest Church Preaching — very striking." 
'^JMerary Churchman, 

** The bei-mons are thoroughly earnest in tone. They are at once 
Catholic and Evangelical as all really^ effective Eermons ought to 
he:'— Church Times. 

FIFTY-TW'O VERY SHORT SERMONS for the 
YEAR. By Rev. F. V. Mather, Vicar of St Paul's, Clifton. 
Just published, post free for 3/2^. 

** Brief, pointed, and earnest. We have rarely seen a more 
admirable volume." — Guardian, 

" Will be very useful for family use." — Literary Churchman. 

THE SINLESS SUFFERER, a course of Six 
Sermons on the Aspects of our Lord's Passion. By the Rev. 
S. W. SKEFPINGTON, M.A., Fellow of University 
Collie, Oxon. 

** Of a high order as regards beauty and tenderness of thought, 
and of sin^arly devout feeling: — The Sermons are exquisitely 
beautifuL" — Literary Churchman. 

** Simple in style and language these Sermons could have only 
been written by one who has entered deeply into the mystery of 
suffering, and gazed with an intensity which few perhaps could 
command on its ' supreme example.* '* — Guardian. 

** It is impossible to speak too highly of these Sermons.*' — John 
Bull. 

SAVED BY HIS LIFE. Thoughts on the present 
Work of Christ. By the Rev. Martin H. Ricketts, Vicar 
of Hatfield and Grendon, Bishop in the Diocese of Hereford. 
Post 8vo., cloth 6s. ; by post, 6/4. 

" The Preparatory Character of the Lord's Teaching while on 
«arth, His continuous Priesthood and Intercession now in Heaven, 
His abiding presence with His Church in His Sacraments, and the 
nature of His Life as by His Body ; all these deep find difficult 
topics are handled with the clearness of a divine, and with the force 
«nd vigour of a man who has thought them out, and realised them 
in their living action. It is a book woi^h reading and meditating 
over." — Literary Churchman. 

LONDON: W. SKEFFINGTON, dy&^ ^PICCADILLY, W. 
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